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§ 

Mr R A M B L E R, 

I Was bred a fcholar; and having pafled the 
ufoal cburie of education, at leaft with com* 
mon proficiency and credit, I found it necef- 
fary to employ, for the fupport of life, that" 
learning which I had almoft exhaufted my little 
fortune in acquiring. The lucrative pofeffiond 
drew my regard with equal attra^on > |^ch had 
Vot.VI, A '\X'\ 
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its peculiar advantages and inconveniencies, each 
prefented ideas which excited my curiofity, and 
each impofed duties which tect)fied my apprehen^ 
fion. 

There is-no temper mor« unptopitious to interelt 
than defuitory application- and unlimited enquiry, 
by which the delires are held in a perpetual equi- 
poife, and the mind fluftuates between different 
purpofes without determination. I had books of 
every kind rpund me, amohg which I divided my 
time as caprice or accident diredled. I often fpent 
the firft hours of the day in confidering to what 
ftudy I fhould devote the reft ; and at laft, when I 
was harraffed with deliberation, fnatched up any 
book that lay upon the table; or perhaps fifed to a 
colFee-houfe, for deliverance from the anxiety of 
ivrefqlution and the gloominefs of folitude. But 
when my attention happened to be vigorous, and 
my intelledb unclouded, I ranged from art to art, 
from write* to writer,- and iave diftributed a iingle 
hour among Chryfofiom^ Galen, Homer, Euclid, and 
yufiinian. 

In the mean time, my little patrimony grew im- 
perceptibly lefs. I was at laft roufed from my li- 
terary {lumber, by the impatience of a creditoi*, 
whofe importunity obliged me to pacify him with 
fo large a fum, that what remained was not fui£« 
cient to lupport me more than eight months. I 

. hope 
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hope you will not reproach me with avarice or 
cowardice, if I confefs, that I now thought my* 
felf in danger of difh-eis, and obliged to endea- 
vour after fome certain competence. 

There have been heroes of negligence, who 
have laid the price of their lad acre in a drawer ; 
and, without the leaft interruption of their tran- 
quillity, or abatement of their expences, taken out 
one piece after another, till there was no more re- 
maining. But I was not bom to fuch dignity of 
imprudence, or fuch exaltation above the cares 
and neceflities of life: I therefore immediately 
engaged my friends to procure me a little employ- 
ment, which might fet me free from the fear of 
diibefs, and afford me time to plan out fome final 
iclieme of lafUng advantage. 

My friends, whofe kindnefs had never rifen into 
much folicitude, and who had neither inclination 
nor opportuttity to know the ftate of my revenues, 
were fbuck with honed perturbation at the confef- 
iion of my uneafinefs, and immediately promifed 
their endeavours for my extrication. They did 
not fufFer their kindnefs to languifh by delay ; but, 
in the firft ardour of their zeal, profecuted their 
enquiries with fuch fuccefs, that in lefs than a 
month I was again perplexed with variety of of^ 
fcrs, and contrariety of profpeds. 

A 3 I 
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I hady however, no time for long paufes of con- 
sideration } and therefore foon refolved to accept 
the office of inftrufUng a young Nobleman in the 
houfe of his father. I went to the feat at which 
the family then happened to refide, was received 
with great politenefs, and invited to enter imme- 
diately on my charge. The terms offered were 
fuch as I ihquld willingly have accepted in circum- 
fiances that would have allowed me greater liberty 
of choice: the rejped with which I was treated 
flattered my vanity ; and perhaps the fplendour o^ 
the apartments, and the luxury of the table, were 
not wholly without their influence. I therefore 
complied with the propofals> and received the 
young lord into my care. 

I had no defire of gaining more than I fliould 
deferve ; and therefore very diligently profecuted 
my undertaking ; and had the fatisfadlion of dif- 
covering in my pupil a flexible temper, a quick 
apprehenfion, and a retentive memorjt. I did not 
doubt therefore, that my care would, in time, pro- 
duce a wife and ufeful counfellor to the fliatej 
though my labours were fomewhat obftrudled by 
want of authority, and the neceflity of complying 
with the freaks of negligence, and waiting patient- 
ly for the lucky moment of voluntary attention. 
To a man, whofe imagination was filled with the 
dignity of knowledge, and to whom a fludious 
}jfe bad (a^de all the copuoon amuf^ments infipid 

and 
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^d contemptible, it was not very e^ify to fupprefi 
hisjndignation* when he found himfelf forfakeu 
in the midil of his ledure, for an opportu::!:/ to 
catch an infedl ; and his infbudions debancu fron 
accefs to the intelle^ual faculties, by the mcni' . y 
of a childifh frolic, or the deiire of a new play- 
thing. 

Thofe vexations, however, would have recurred 
lefs frequently, had not his mamma, by entreat- 
ing at one time that he fhould be excu(pd from his 
taik, as a reward for ibme petty compliance, and 
with-holding him from his book at another to gra-< 
tify herfelf or her vifitants with his vivacity, fhown 
him, that every thing was more pleafing and morq 
important than knowledge ; that ftudy was to be 
endured rather than choien, and was only the bu-» 
finefs of thofe hours which pl^afure left vacant, or 
refigned to neceflity. 

I thought it my duty to complain. In tender 
terms, of thefe frequent avocations; but was an* 
fwered. That rank and fortune might reafonably 
hope for fome indulgence ; that the retardation of 
my pupil's progrefs would not be imputed to any 
negligence or inability of mine ; and that with the 
fuccefi which fadsfied every body elfe, I might 
furely fatisfy myfelf. I had now done my duty ; 
and, without more remonilrances, continued to in-, 
cujcatc my precepts whenever they would be heard } 

gained 
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gained every day new influence ; and found, that 
by degrees my fcholar began to feel the quick ijn- 
pulies of curiofity, and the honeft ardour of flu« 
dious ambition. 

At length it was refolved to pafs a winter in Lort' 
don ; and the lady had too much fondnefs for her 
fon to live five months without him, and too high 
an opinion of his wit and learning to refufe her 
vanity the gratification of ihowing him to the 
world. I lemonftrated againft too early an ac- 
quaintance with cards and company : but with a 
ibft contempt of my ignorance and pedantry, fhe 
faid, that he had been already confined too long 
to folitary fhidy, and it was now time to ihew him 
the world; that nothing was more a brand of 
meannefs than bafhful timidity ; that gay freedom 
and elegant afTurance were only to be gained by 
mixed converfation, a frequent intercourfe with 
Grangers, and a timely introdudiion to fpkndid af- 
femblies ; and that fhe had more than once obfer- 
vedy that his fbrwardnefs and complaifance began 
to defert him ; that he was filent when he had not 
^mething of confequei\ce to fay, blufhed when- 
ever he happened to find himfelf miflaken, and 
hung down his head in the prefence of ladies, 
without that readinefs of reply and a6Uvity of of- 
ficioufnefs, remarkable in young gentlemen that 
are bred in London. 

Agvn 
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Again I found reiifbuice hopelefsy and again I 
therefore thought proper to comply. We entered 
the coach^ and in four days were placed in the 
'gayeft and moft magnificent region of the town. 
My pupil, who had for feveral years lived at a re- 
mote feat, was immediately dazzled with a thou- 
fand beams of novelty and {how. His imagination 
was filled with the perpetual tumult of pleafure 
that paffed before him ; and it was impofiible to 
allure him from the window> or to overpower by 
any charm of eloquence the rattle of coaches, and 
the founds which echoed from the doors in the 
neighbourhood. In three days his attention, which 
he began to regain, was diflurbed by a rich fuit, 
in which he was equipped for the reception of 
company ; and which, having been long accuflom- 
ed to a plain drefs^ he could not at firil furvey 
without ecfbfy. 

■ 

The arrival of the family was now formally no- 
tified : every hour of every day brought more in- 
timate, or more diflant acquaintance to the door ; 
and my pupil was indifcriminately introduced to 
all, that he might accuftom himfelf to change, and 
be rid with fpeed of his ruitic diffidence. He has 
indeed endeared himTelf to his mother by the ipeedy 
acquifiCion or recovery of her darling qualities ; his 
eyes fparkle at a numerous afTembly, and his heart 
dances at the mention of a ball. He has already 
caught the infe^on of high life ; and has no other 

tftiL 
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teft of principles or aflions, than the quality 
thofe to whom they are afcribed. He begins ; 
ready to look down on me with fuperiority, a 
fubmits to one (hort lefTon in a week, as an aft 
condeicenfion rather than obedience. He is i 
deed of opinion, that no tutor is properly qualifi 
who cannot fpeak French; and having formej 
learned a few familiar phrafes from his fifter's g 
Vemefs, he is every day (bliciting his mamma 
procure him a foreign footman, that he may gr< 
polite by his converfation. I am yet not infultc 
but find myfelf likely to become foon a fuperfluc 
encumbrance : for my fcholar has now not tii 
for fcience, or for virtue j and the lady yefterd 
confefTed, he waa fo much the favourite of eve 
<K>mpany, that flie was afraid he would not ha 
Im hoiur in the day to dance and fence. 

lam, istc, 
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iiiagna qmdemfacrts qtue datpr^ct^ta libelKs 

Vidrixfortujutfapientia, Dicimus autem 

Has ^M^ueftUcis^ piiferre ittcommoda vit^t 

Ificja&anjufftm vita didicer$ magiftrd. 

JuV. 

r« tb€ RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

YOU have fhewn, by the publication of 
my letter, that you think the life of ^r« 
toria not wholly unworthy of the notice of 
a philofopher : I fhall therefore continue my nar- 
rative, withoat any apology for unimportance 
which you hate dignified^ or for inaccuracies 
which you are to corred. 

When my life appeared td be no longer in dan* 
ger, and as much of my ftrength was recovered as 
enabled me to bear the agitation of a coach, I 
was placed at a lodging in a neighbouring village, 
fo which my mother difmifled me with & faint tm* 
brace, having repeated her command not to ex-> 
pofo my face too foon to the fun or wind i and 
told me, that with care I might perhaps become 
tolerable again. The profped of being tolerable 

\oh. VI. B V^ 
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had very little power to elevate the imagination of 
one who had fo long been accudomed to praife and 
ecftafy ; but it was fome fatisfaftion to be fepara- 
ted from my mother, who was inceffandy ringing 
the knell of departed beauty, and never entered 
my room without the whine of condolence, or the 
growl of anger. She often wandered over my 
face, as travdlers over the ruins of a Celebrated 
city, to note every place which had once been re- 
markable for a happy feature. She frequently 
condefcended to vifit . me ; but always left me 
more melancholy; for after a thoufand trifling 
enquiries about my diet, and a minute examina- 
tion of my. looks, fhe generally concluded, with 
a fighy that I fhould never more be £t to be feen. 

At laft t wad permitted to return honie ; but 
found no great improvement of my condition ; for 
t was imprifoned in my chamber as a criminal 
whofe appearance would dlfgrace my friends, and 
condemned to be tortured into beauty. Every ex- 
periment which the ofHcioufnefs of folly could 
communicate, or the credulity of ignorance be- 
lieve, was tried upon me. Sometimes I was co« 
vered with emollients, by which it was expefled 
that all the (cars would be filled, and my cheeks 
plumped up to their former finoothnefs ; and fome- 
times I was punifhed with artificial excoriations, 
in hopes of gaining new graces with a new (kin. 
The cofmetic fclence was ejchauHed upon me: 

but 
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but who can rtpair the ruins of nature ? My mo- 
ther was forced to give me reft at laft, and aban- 
doned me to the fate of a fallen toail, whofe for- 
tune (he confidered as a hopelefs game, no linger 
worthy of folicitude or attention. 

The condition of a young woman who has never 
thou^t or he^fd of any other excellence than 
beauty, and whom the fudden blaft of difeafe 
wrinkles in her bloom, is indeed fufficiently cala- 
mitous. She is at once deprived of all that gave 
her eminence or power; of all that elated her 
pride» or animated her a£Uvity ; all that filled her 
days with pleafure, and her nights with hope ; all 
that gave gladnefs to the prefent hour, or bright- 
ened her profpeds of futurity. It is perhaps not 
in the power of a man whofe attention has been 
divided by diverfity of purfuits, and who has not 
\)een accufbmed to derive from others much of 
his happinefs, to image to himfelf fuch helplefs 
deftitution, fuch difmai inanity. Every object of 
pleaiii^ contemplation is at once iiiatched away ; 
gnd the foul finxls every receptacle of ideas empty, 
or filled only with the memory of joys that can re*" 
turn no more. AH is gloomy privation, or impo- 
teilt deiire { the faculties of thought (lumber in de- 
Qxmdency, or the powers of pleafure mutiny for 
^ployment. 

{ y^SLS {q l}(tle able to find entertainment for my.- 

B 2 felf. 



11 Th^ B. A M B £ E R* IT 133; 

iislfy dot I WM finced in a ftmt tinKe to venture 
idbroad, as the folitary fairage is drhren by hunger 
from his cavern. I entered with all the hnmiUtjr 
pf difgracci into aflembiies where I had lately 
fparkled with gaiety, and towered with triumpht 
1 was not wholly without hope, that dejedtion had 
mifreprefented me to myfelf» and that the remains 
of my former face might yet have fome attradion 
and inflaence. * But the firft circle of viiits convin<v 
ced me, that my reign was at an end, that life and 
death were; no Ipnger in my hands, that I was no 
more to pradtife the glance of command or the 
frown of prohibition, to receive the tribute of 
fighs and praifes, or be foothed with the gentle 
murmurs of amorous timidity ^ My opinion wai 
now unheardy and my propofals unregarded ; th^ 
narrownefs pf m^ knowledge and the meannefs of 
my fentiments w^re ea£ly difcovipred, when the 
ley es were no longer engaged againft the judgment ; 
and it was obferved, by thpfe who had formerly 
been charmed \>y my vivacious loquacity, that my 
junderftanding was impairpd as well as my face, 
and that I was no longer qualified to £11 1^ place in 
^ny company but a party at cards* 

It is fqircely tp be Imagined haw foon the mind 

iinks to a level witk the condition. I who had 

long confidered all who approached me as vaflals^ 

condemned to regulate their pleafures by my eyes, 

^ kxtntb dielr inT^ntion9 for my entertainment. 
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was iniefs thm duee iiontiit xiednoed to receive n 
ticlDet with pro&flknu of obligatum, lo catch widi 
eagenieis ata oompltiDeBt, and Id watch with aO 
^ anxionfhefsof^dependaiioe, left any little civi- 
lity diat was paid me ihoald pais osacknowiedged* 

• Though the negHgenoe of die itieii was not veiy 
pleafing when compared with vows and adoratioay 
yet it was fkr more fupportable than the iaMence 
of my own fex, For the firil ten months after my 
petmn into the woxM, I never entered n fingle 
hooie in which die memory of my downfal was 
iwt revived. At on^ place I was congratalated mi 
my tfcape widiUfe; atanother liieaxdofthebe^ 
Hefits of early iiioculatioii : by fame Idiave been 
Sold in exprefs terms, that I am yet not widiont 
avy charms; others have wlufpered at my en-* 
franco. This is the celebrated beaaty. One told 
meofawaflithatwoiildiinoodidieikin; andan-i 
odier offered me her chair, that I mi^t not front 
die lig^t : fome foothed me with obfervatioi) that 
none can tell how ibonmy caie may be her own} 
and fome thought it proper to receive me with 
momn^ tendemefs, formal condol^nc^^ l»d con- 
folatory blandiihments. 

Thns was I every day harraffed idth all the ftra* 
tagems of well-bred malignity. Yet infolence was 
more tolerable than folitude ; and I therefoits per* 
^fted to kerpn^timf at ^doon of iss;«oc^tasiX' 



14 The K A in J} £ E R: N'^sjj: 

ance, mnidioiit gratifying dion with any appear* 
ance of refentment or depreffion. I expeded, that 
their exultation would in time vapour away, that 
the joy df dieir faperiority woidd end with it& no- 
velty, and that I ihould be fofiered to glide along 
in my prefent form, among the nameleis multitude 
whom ttatnre never intended to excite envy or ad<* 
miration, 9or enabled to delight the eye oren-* 
flame the h«»t. 

» 

- This was naturally to be expeded, and this I 
began to.eiperience. . But when I was no.longer 
agitated by the perpetual flrugg^e of reflftance, and 
efibrt of perfeverance, I found more fenfibly th^ 
want of dbfe entertainments whidi had formerly 
delighted me. The day rofe upon me without aq 
engagement, :' and the evening dofed in its natural 
gloom, without fummoning me to a concert or a 
ball. None had any care to find amufements for 
me, and I had no power of amufing myfelf, 
Idlenefs expofed me to melancholy, and life bet 
gan to langnijh in motionleis indifference. 

Mifery and ihame are nearly allied. It was not 
without many fbnggles that I prevailed on myfelf 
to confeis my uneaiinefs to Eupbemiay the only 
friend who had never pained me with comfort or 
with pity. I at lail laid my calamities before her, 
rather to eafe my heart than receive aiiiilance. 
'* We ma& diftinglitih» laid fhe. my Vi&ma, thof<? 
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evils which are inflided by Providence, from 
** tho& to which we oorfeives give the power of 
*' hurting us. Of your cilamity, a finalL ^art is 
** the inflidion of Heaven, the reft is litde more 
*' than the corroiion of idle difcontent. Yon 
** have loft that which may indeed fomedmes con- 
tribute to happinefs, but to which happinefs is 
by no means inieparably aiinexed. You have 
loft what the greater part of the human race 
never have poflefied, what thofe on whom it is 
^ beftowed for the moft part poftefs in vain, and 
** what you, while it was yours, knew not how 
** to vie. You have loft early what the laws of 
« nature forbid you to koq) long, and loft it while 
** your mind is yet flexible, and while you have 
** time to fubftitute more valuable and more du-s 
** rable excellencies. Confider yourfelf, my Fie* 
** toria, as a being bom to know, to reafon, and 
*\ to ad ; riie at once from your dream of melan- 
*^ choly to wiidom and to piety ; you will find 
** that there are other charms than thofe of beau- 
'* ty, and other joys than the praiie of fools.** 
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l^s Jcii att a^iclant JMienue erapina fumrnoB 

IStI TeAerdijr mornidg employed ift delibera- 
ting on wUch» among the varioas fabje^b 
diat occntted to rxxf imagination, I fhonld 
beftow the paper of to-^day; and, after a fhort ef- 
fort of meditation which by nofliing was determi- 
ned, I grew every moment more irrerolote, my 
ideai wandered fr6m the firft intention, and I ra« 
ther wiflied to think, than thought upon any fet- 
tied fabjed ; till at laft I was awakened from this 
dream of ftndy by a fdmmons irom ^e preis^ 
The time was come for which I had been thus 
negligently pttrpofing tO provide ; and, however 
dubious or fluggiih^ I was now neceilitated to 
write, 

Thotig^ to a writer wkoie defign is fo compre- 
henfive and mifcellatieons, that he may accommo- 
date, himfelf with a topic from every fcene of life 
or view of nature, it is no great aggravation of 
his t»&, to be obliged to a fodden compofition ) 
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yet I could not forbear to reproach myfelf for ha-* 
w'mg fo long negleded what was unavoidably to be 
done, and of which eveiy moment's idlenefs cn- 
crealbd the difficulty. There was, however, ibme 
pleafure in xefleding, that I, who had only tri- 
fled till diligence was neceflary, might ftill con« 
gratulate myfelf upon my faperiority to mold- 
tudesy who have trifled till diligence is vain, who 
can by no degree of adivity or refblution recover 
the opportunities which have flipped away, and 
who are condemned by their own negligence to 
hopelefi calamity and banen fi)rrow« 

The folly of allowing ourfelves to delay what 
we know cannot be finally efcaped, is one of the 
|neneral weaknefles, which, in fjpite of the infhiic* 
tion of moraiifts^ and the remonfb'ances of reafon, 
prevail in a greater or lefs degree in almoft every 
mind. £ven they who moft fleadily withftand it, 
find it, if not the moft violent, the mofl pertina- 
cioiis .of their pafiions, always renewing its at- 
tacks, and though often vsnquilhedi never de^ 
Aroyed. 

It is indeed natural to haVe particular regard to 
the time preient, and to be moft fblidtous for that 
which is by its nearneis enabled to make the 
ftrongeft impreffions. When therefore any fharp 
pain is to be fnfiered, or any formidable danger 
to be incurredj we can fcarcely cxcvn^ o>a.^^N^% 

Vol. VI. C nnW\n 
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wholly from the fedacements of imagination. Wc 
readily believe, that another day will bring fitaie 
fapport of advantage which we now want ; and 
we are cafily perfaaded, that the moment of ne* 
Geffity which we defire never to arrive, is at a 
great difiance fnom ns. 

Thus life is langniihed away in the gloom of 
anxiety, and conftfmed in ccdleding refoladon 
which the nett morning diffipates, in forming pm-- 
pofes whidi we fcarcely hope to keep^ and recon- 
ciling oorfelves to our own cowardice, by excufes, 
which, while we admit them, we know to be ab- 
furd. Our firmnefs is by the continual contempla- 
tion of mifety hourly impaired, every fubmiffion 
to our fear enlarges its dominion ; we not only 
wafte that time in which the evil we dread might 
have been fuffered and fnrmounted^ but even 
where procraflination produces no abfolute en« 
creafe of our difficulties, make them lefs fuperable 
to ourfelves by habitual terrours. When evils 
cannot be avoided, ft is wife to contrad the inter- 
val of expedlation, to meet the mifchiefs which 
will overtake us if we fly, and fufFer only their 
real malignity without the confli^ of doubt and 
anguifh of anticipation. 

To a^lisfareafierthantofufier: yetweeveiy 
day fee the progrefs of life retarded by the <v£r 
i/r^/i4^, die mere repugnance to motion ; and find 
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araldtiides lepining at the want of that yAtkk no- 
tliing but idlenefs hinders them firom enjo3ring. 
The ca£e of foMtmlusy in the region of poetic pu- 
nifhrneat, was fomewhat to be pitied, becaufe 
the frni^s that hnng about him retired from hi» 
kand ; bat lefs tendemefs mail be claimed by tbofe 
who, though periiaps they fufFer the pains of T'^cur- 
taluSf will never lift their hands for their own re- 
lief. 

There is nothing more common among this tor* 
pid generation than mummrs and complaiijits ; 
mormurs at nneafinefs which nothing but vacancy 
and fofpicion expoies them to feel, and complaints 
of diftrefles which it is in their own power to re- 
move. Lazmefs is commonly aflbciated with ti- 
midity. ' Either fear originally obfiru^ endeavour, 
by infofing defpair of fbccefs 1 or the frequent 
&ilare of irrefolute ffamggles, and the confUnt de- 
fire of avoiding labour, imprefs by degrees falfe ter- 
xoors on the mind : bnt fear, whether natural or 
acquired, when once it has fnll poiTeffion oi tbj? 
fimcy, never fails to employ it npon images of 
calamity; which, if they are not diflipated by 
ttieful nnplojrment, will foon overcaft it with hpr- 
rours, and embitter life, not only with thofe mife- 
ries by which all earthly beings are really more or 
left tormented, but with thofe which do not yet 
exifl^ ai^ which can oiily be difcem^ by thepq:* 
^cadty of cowardice. 

C a to^xi!^ 
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AjMmg allthoTe wIk^ fiiaifice fatnrc advantage 
to prsfent iaditationy fcajxdy any gain fo little as 
thofe that fiifier themfeives to fmze in idlenefs, 
Others are cormpted by fome enjoyment of more 
or leis power to gratify them. Bnt to neg^ed th^ 
duties of life, inerely to avoid the labour of per^^ 
jbrming them, a labour which is always punfteily 
rewarded, is ibrely to fink under weak tempta- 
tions : for idlenefs never can fectre tranquillity | 
jthe call of reafon and of confdence will pierce the 
fcio&ft pavUioa of the fluggard, and, though it 
9iay not have force to drive him from his down^ 
will be )oud enough to hinder him firom fleep^ 
Thofe moments which he cannot refolve to mak^ 
uieful 1^ devoting them to the great buiinefs of his 
being, will ftiU be ufiirped b^' powers that will not 
leave them to his difpofid ; vemprfe and vexatioq 
will feize upon them, and forbid hii|^ to enjof 
what he is fo d^&rops to a|>pro|Miate. 

There are other canfes of ina^vity incident tn 
more a6tive faculties and more acute difcemmenc^ 
He to whoov many obje^ of purfuit arife at thu 
fame time, will frequently heiltate between diiv 
ferent deiires, till rivals have preduded him ; of 
he will change his courfe as new attra^ons pre- 
vail, and harrafs himfdf without advandng. He 
who fees many ways to th^ iame end, will, unleft 
he watches carefully over his own condud, lay out 
/c^ much of his attention ppon ike conq>arifon of 
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prabsbiKtiet, anA Ae adjaftmrilt of tMfiiitmh 
rndpanfe iit the choioe of his rotd* titt fiwM 4c* 
cidont intercepts hi» JDvnwy, Ho whofe poMfmv 
(km extemi* to lemote coQfeqneAces^ and who^ 
whenerer he applies his attviitioii to aay defigni 
di^coTers new pf of pc fts of advantage, and nevr 
pofib3ities of impravanenty will no( eafily be 
perfnaded that his fcheme is ripe for exBCntkmi but 
will fuperadd one contrivance to another, endea- 
Toor to onite various purpofes in one operadon, 
inultiply complications, and refine niceties, till he 
is entan^d in his own fcheme, and bewildered 
in the perplexity of various intentions. He will 
refolve to unite all the beauties of fituation in a 
new purchafe, and wafte his life in roving to no 
pnrpoie from province to province. He will hope 
in the fame houfe to obtain every convenience, and 
draw plans, and ftudy Pal/adio ; but will never lay 
a fione. He will attempt a treatife on fome im*- 
porcant fubje£l, and amais materials, and confult 
authors, and ftudy all the dependant and collateral 
parts of learning ; but will never conclude him* 
ielf qualified to write. He that has abilities to 
conceive perfedion, will not eafily be content 
without it ; and fince perfection cannot be reach- 
pd, will lofe the opportunity of doing well, in the 
yain hope of unattainable excellence. 

The certainty that life cannot be long, and the 
probability that it will be muck (hoiXfti ^Sdaxi^^ 
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tore aQoin, oaght to awiken tiwoy man to ihc 
mS&wc jpiofecotioii 01 wliitcver he is defirous to 
perfinu' It is true, diat no diligence can afcer* 
tain fooetls ; death may ittteroqyt tlie fwifieft ca* 

seer: but he who bent off in the execution of an 
honeftondcrtakii^ has at leafttlie honour of iaH* 
sng in his rank, andhasfbiqi^diebatde, thoogh 
he mifid the vi&Mj. 
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Copim non ammum mutant. ■ 

HoR. 



IT is impoffible to take a view on any fide, or 
to obfenre any of the various, dafles that form 
the great community of the world, without 
difcovering fome proof of the influence of exam«. 
|de, and admitting with new convidion, and in a 
fimfe more extenfive, the obfervation oli ArifiotU^ 
diat moH it am imitative bang. The greater, far 
die greater number follow the track which others 
have beaten, without any curiofity after new dif- 
coverics, or ambition of trufting themfelves to 
dieir own condud. And of thofe whom the con" 
fidence of juvenile temerity incites to break the 
ranks, and diforder the uniformity of the march, 
moft return in a fhort time from their deviation, 
and prefer the equal and fteady fatisfadion of fe- 
curity, before the frolics of caprice, and the ho- 
nours of adventure. 

In queftions difficult or dangerous, it is indeed 
natural to repofe upon authority, and, when fear 
happens to predominate, upon the a».t]lkOx\t^ ^^ 
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thofe whom we do not generally think wifer than 
ourfdvesi Very few have abilities reqnifite for the 
difcovery of- hidden truth ; and of thofe few fome 
want leifnre, and fome refolution ; feme are drawn 
off from the fearch by bniineis or amnfements, and 
fome retire at the appearance of difficulty, ^ut it 
is. not^o eafy to find the reafon of the univeHal 
fubmiffion to precedent, where every man might 
Rifely judge fer himfelf, where no irreparable ]o& 
can be haxarded ^ nor imy mifchief of long conti- 
nuance ineoned. Vani^ might be expe6M to 
operate on thofe who are not reftrained by any 
more powerful pafiion ; the mere pleafure of ac- 
knowledging no fuperior might fometimcs prodiMSf 
flight fingulaiides, or the hope of gaining fomi 
new d egree of happinefs might awaken the mind 
to invention or experiment. 

If in any cafe the fliackles of prefeription couU 
be wholly fliaken off, and the imagination left ttf 
a£l without controui, on what bccafion fhoi^ it be 
cxpeAed, but in the fetefbon <^ lawful pleafure f 
pleafure, of which the eflence is 'choice, which 
compulfion diffodates from every thing to which 
iiature has united it, and which owes not only iti 
vigour, but its being to the fmiles of liberty. Yet 
we fee, that the fenfes, as well as the reafon, are 
regulated by credulity ; and that moft will feel, or 
fay that they feel the gratifications which the praife 
of others has taught them to expe^. . 
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At this titaie of tiniVerial migrationv when al- 
inoft every one ooniideraUe enongh to attraA re* 
gard^ hasretired^ di- is preparing, with all the ear- 
Heftnefiofdiiireis^ toredreimotheconntry; when 
nothing is to be heard bat the hopes of ipeedy de« 
porturei dr the complaints of involnntary delay | 
I have often been tempted to enqnire what^happi* 
nefi is to be gained, or whilt ificonvtnience is to be 
avoided; by this ftatsd receflion. Of the birds of 
Railage, fome ftsdlow the fmnmec, and ibme the 
winter^ becanfe they Hve upon foftenance which 
only fommer or-winter can fupply ; but of the an<^ 
naal flight of -haman rovers it is much harder to af- 
fign the reafon, becaufe they do not appear either 
to find or feek any thing which is not ecjnally af- 
forded by the town and coohtry* 

I believe indeed^ ihat maliy of thefe fugitives 
i^ay have heard of men whofe continual wifli was 
far the quiet of retirement, who watched every 
opportunity to ftcal away fromobfervation, to for- 
fake the croud, and delight themfeWes widi /Ar 
fieiet^ rf foliiude. There is indeed fcarcely any 
writer who has not celebrated theJuppinefi of ru- 
ral privacy, and delighted himfelf and his readef 
widi the melody of birds, the whifpet of groves, 
and the murmur of rivukts ; nor any man eminent- 
for extent of capacity^ or greattiefs of exploits, that 
has not lefk behind him fome memorials of londf* 
wifdom^ and £2cflt dignity* 

Vol. VL D "^XiX 



a6 TIte R A M B L E R. N^ 135. 

But almofl ddl abfurdity of cdnda£t arifes from 
the imitation of thofe whom we cannot refemble.: 
'^Fhofe who thns teftified their wearinefs of crouds 
and hurry; and halted with fo mnch eagernefa to. 
the leifoie of retreat, were* either< men overwhelm- 
ed with the pr^iTure of diffioolt employments, har« 
railed witk importunities^ and diftrafled with mul- 
tiplicity; or men wholly engro^fed by fpeculative. 
fciencesy who having no other €3id of life but to 
learn and teach^* found their fcarches interrupted 
by* the common commerce' of dvility, and their 
reafonings disjointed by frequent interruptions* 
Such meta might reafonably wifh for that eafe and 
convenience which their condition allowed them to 
find only in the country. The fhitefman who de- 
voted the greater part of his time to the public, . 
was defirous of keeping the remainder in his own 
power ; the general ruffled with dangers, weaned 
with labours^ and ihmned with acclamations, 
gladly fnatched an interval of filence and relaxa- 
tion ; the natundift was unhappy where the works 
of nature were not always before him ; the rea- 
foner could adjuft his fy items only where his mind 
was free from the intrufion of outward obje^. 

Such e)ramples of iblitude very few of thofe who 

are now hailening ^m the town, have any pre- 

teniions to plead in their own juiHiication ; fince 

they cannot pretend either wearinefs of labour, or 

dc£rc ofknowledgi^. They purpofe nothing more 
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than to quit onefcene of idlends for another, and 
after having trifled in public, to fleep in fecrecy. 
-The ntmoft that they can hope to gain, is the 
.change of ridiculouihefs to obfcurity, and the pri- 
vilege of having fewer witnefies to a life of folly. 
He who is not fuificiently important to be diilurbed 
in his purfuits, but fpends all his hours according 
to his -own inclination, and has more hours than 
his mental faciddes enable him to fill either with 
enjoyment or dcfires, can have nothing to demand 
-of (hades and valleys. As bravery is faid to be a 
panoply, iniignificaacy is always a ihelter. 

There are, however, pleafures and advantages 
■ in a rural iituation which are not confined to phi- 
lofophers and heroes. The frefhnefs of the air, 
the verdure of the woods, the paint of the mea- 
dows, and the unexhaufled variety which fummer 
fcatters over the earthy may eafily give delight to 
an unlearned fpedator. It is not nccefTary that he 
who looks with pleafure on the colours of a flower, 
ihould fludy the principles of vegetation \ or that 
the Ptolomaic and Copemicaji fyftem fliould be com- 
pared before the light of the fun can gladden, or 
its warmth invigorate. Novelty is itfelf a fource 
of gratification ; and Milton juftly obferves, that to 
him who has been long pent up in cities, no rural 
objed can be prefented which will not glad fome 
of his fenfes with refrefhment. 
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'YetiiyimiiuXcf^y)^ct£vaxi'l^ by die 

greater fort of thofe who waftetlieir fttmioer in 
country. Should any num pmfne his acqnuntaB- 
ces to their retreats, he wopl^ fix^l few qf them 
liibniiig to Phfmfly bitering in woods, or piuckr 
ing dafiesy' catching die heajthy gal^ pf the momr 
ing, or lyatcfaine the gentle corufcations of dedi- 
nib^day, Somp will \k difcovered at a window* 
by the road^fide, rejoicing when a new cloud of 
dafl gathers towards them, as at the approach of a 
momentary ^pply of converfation, and a (hort rer 
lief from the tedioufnefs of unideal vacancy^ O* 
fhers are placed iz^ the adjacent villages, where 
they look only upon hqufes, as in the reft of the 
year, with no change of obje<fts, but what a re- 
move to any new ftre^ in Lndon might have given 
thern. The fam^ fet of acquaintances (lill fettle 
together ; Knd thp form of hfp is np otherwife di? 
verfified, than by doing -the fame things i^ a difr 
ferent place. They pay and receive viiits in the 
^fual form, they frequent the walks in the mom? 
ing, they deal cards at night, they attend to the 
fame tattle, - and dance with the fame partners | 
nor can they at their return to (heir former habitar 
tioh congratvdate themf^lves on any other advan- 
tage, fhan that they have paiTed their time like 
pthers of the fame rank, and have the fame right 
to talk of the happinefs and beauty of the country ; 
of happinefs which they never felt, ^d beauty 
;yhjch they never regarded. 
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be tble to procure tts own entertainments^ 
» {xibpSt upon its own ftock, is not the {»ero- 
rof evciy miAd, There are indeed under* 
ngs fo fertile and compreheniive« that they 
Iways feed refledion wi^ new fapplies, and 
nothing from the predoiion of advendtioas 
ments, as ibme cities have within their own 
enclofed gro^nd enoagh to feed theirinhabi- 
in a iiege. But others live only from day to 
and muft be conflantly enabled, by foreign 
esy to keep opt the encroachments of languor 
upidity. Such could not indeed be blamed 
rvering widiin reach of their nfnal pleafures, 
than any other animal for not quitting its na- 
ilementy were not their faculties contraded 
nr own fault. But let not thofe who go into 
wntry, merely becaufe they dare not be left 
at home, boaft their love of nature, or their 
ications for iblitude ; nor pretendy that diey 
't in^ntaneous infufions of wifdom from the 
5, and are able when they leave finoke and 
behind, to aft, or diink, -or reafon for them- 
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THE regard which they whofe abilities 
employed in works of imagination cla 
from the reft of mankind, arifesy ii 
great meafure, from their influence on fbturi 
•Rank may be conferred by princes, and wea 
may be bequeathed by mifers, or by robbers j ] 
the honours of a lafting nam e». and a title to 
veneration of diftant ages* only the fons of lea 
ing have the power of beftowing. While, the 
fore, the love of lame is a motive of adion, wl 
it continues one of the chara^eriftics of ratio 
nature to decline oblivion, authors never <;an 
wholly overlooked in the fearch after happing 
nor become contemptible without their own fa» 

The man who confiders himfelf as conftitu 
the ultimate judge of difputable charafters, and ( 
trufted with the diftribution of the laft terreftrial 
wards of merit, ought furely to fummon all his f 
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! to the fapport of his integrkjr, -and refolve ■ 
:harge an office of (bch dignity and importance 
the moft vigilant caution and fcnipulous e- 
To deliver examples to pofterity, and to 
ate the opinion of future ages^.is no flight or 
I undertaking 1 nor is it eafy to commit more 
ons treafon againft the great republic of hu« 
y, than by falilfying its records, and mifgui- . 
its decrees. 

» fcatter praife or blame without regard to 
$9 is to deftroy the diftindion of good and e- 
Af any have no other tefi: of afUons than ge« 
opinion ; and all are fo far influenced by a 
of reputation, that tliey are often reftrained 
crimes by fear of reproach, and excited to 
; by the hope of honour, yrhen other prin- 
I have loft their power. Nor can any fpe- 
of proftittttioh promote general depravity 
, than that which deftroys the value of praife, 
owing that it may be acquired without dcier- 
it ; and, therefore, which takes away from 
Ekive and ambitious, from thofe who muft al- 
determine the fate of others, the dread of 
17, and weakens the only authority by which 
oeis is controlled. 

life, like gold and diamonds, owes its value 
to its fcarcity. It will become cheap as it be- 
s vulgar, and will no longer foe t!!\^ Vcaxx., 
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nAk expeftadcm^ or animate enterprife.' It is 
therefore not only necefiaiy, that wiekednefe^ evwn 
when it is not fafe to cenfiire it, be denied ap^ 
plaufe ) btit that goodnefs be ' commended onlfia^ 
proportion to its degree i and that thegarlandt 
due to the great' beiiefadors of mankind, bbnot- 
foffered to fade upon thelntmof him who caii 
boaft only petty fenricet- aUd ^y virtues. 

Had diefe maxims beett nniverfaily received, 
how mach would have been added to the taik of 
dedication, the work on which all the power of 
modem wit has been exhaafted f How. few -Of 
thefe initial panegyrics had appeared, if die author 
had been obliged firft to find a man- of virtue, 
then to know the diftind (pedes and degree of his 
defert, and at laft to pay him only the honours 
which he might jnfUy claim ^ It is fuvely mnch- 
eaiier to learn the name of the laft man whom 
chance has exalted to wealth and power; to obo 
tain, by the intervention of ibme of his domcfticsi 
the privilege of addreffing him, or to venture on an 
addrefs without any previous folidtadon, in confi- 
dence of the general acceptance of flattery i and 
after having heaped upon him all the virtues to 
which philofophy has afiigned a name, inform him 
how mnch more might be truly faid, did niot the 
fear of giving pain to his modefly, fepreis the 
raptures ^wonder, and overpower the teal of ve- 
nerathn. 
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Nothing has b much degraded literature from 
its natural rank^ as the pradice. of indecent and 
j^romiicuotts dedication. For what credit can he 
txpcGt, who profiriTes himielf the hireling of va- 
nity, however profligate, and without fhame o^ 
fcniple celebrates the worthlefs, dignifies the mean, 
and gives to the corrupt, licentious, and oppreflive» 
the ornaments which ought only to add grace to 
truth, and lovelincfs to innocence ? £very other 
kind of fraud or adulteration, however fhameful, 
however mifchievous» is certainly far lefs deteftable 
than the crime of counterfeiting charaftersy and 
£xing the ftamp of literaxy iandion upon the dro(£ 
and refufe of the world- 

I would not, however, overv^'helm the authors 
with the whole load of infamy, of which part, 
perhaps the greater part, ought to £dl upon their 
patrons. If he that hires a bravo partakes thu 
guilt of murder, why fhould he who bribes a flat- 
terer hope to be exempted fi:om the infamy of 
wifehood ? I'he unhappy dedicator is ibldom with- 
out fome motives, which obflrud, though not de- 
ftroy the liberty of choice. He is perhaps opprefT- 
cd by mileries which he hopes to relieve, or en- 
flamed by ambition which he expe£ls to gratify* 
But the patron has no incitements equally violent 
He can receive only a ihort gratification, witii 
which nothing butflupidity could difpofe him to be 
pleafcd. The real fatisfadion \vVvid\ ^t9J& c^^ax 

Vol. VL E ^v^\\^ 
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aflbrd, is by Tcpeatihg tlauA the whifpcrs of con- 
fciencc, and by fhowing us that we have ftdt en* 
deavoured to defcrve tvcll in vain. Every other 
encdftiiiun is, to ah intelligent mind, fatyr and re- 
proach. The celebration of thofe virtues which 
•we feel ourfelves to want, can only imprefs a 
quicker fcnfe of our own defedts, and (how that 
we have not yet fatisfied the expectations of the 
world, by forcing us to obferve how much fiftioh 
muft contribute to the completibn of Our charafter. 

Yet perhaps the patrdd himfelf may have fomfe 
claim to indulgence ; -for it does not always hap- 
pen, that the encomiaft has been much encoura- 
ged to his attempt. Many a haplefs author, when 
his book, and perhaps his dedication, was ready 
for the prefs, has waited long before any v/ould 
pay the price of prbftitution, or confent to hear the 
praifes which wer<J deftihed to enfiire his namfe a- 
gainft the taftalties of tiftie ; and many a com- 
plaint has been vented againft the declin© of 
learning, and negleft of genius, when either parfi- 
monious prudence has declined expence, or honcft 
indignation rejefted falfehood. Biit if at laft, after 
long enquiry and innumerable difappointments, he 
•finds a lord willing to hear of his own eloquence 
and tafte, a ftatefman defirous of knowing How 9 
friendly hiftoriah will reprefent his condu^, or a 
lady delighted to leave to the world fome memo- 
rjal of her witand beauty ; fuch weaknefs cannot 
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be cenfured as an inflaince of enormous depravity ; 
it^ can fcarcely be expeded but a wiie man may, 
by a diligent folicitor, be furprifed in the hour of 
weakneisy and perfuadcd to folace vexation, or 
invigorate hope^ with the mufic ^f ^tteiy. 

To cenfure all dedications as adulator)' and 
fervile, would difcover rather envy than juilice. 
Praiie is the tribute of merit ; and he that has in- 
Cpnteilably diilinguiihed himfelf by any public per- 
^mjapce, has a right to all the honours which the 
public can beftow. To men thus raifed ahpvc the 
left of the community, there is no need that xmq 
booki or its author, ihould have any particular re- 
lation. That they are known to defcrve refpedl, 
i^ fufiicient to vindicate him that pays it. To the 
fiun^ regard frqm parfic^l^ perfqns, private vir- 
tue and excellence lefs conipicuous may be fome- 
times cntided. An author may with great pro- 
priety infcribe his work to him, by whofe encou- 
ragement it was undertaken, or by whofe liberality 
^e has been enabled to profecute it. 

Acrihus exemtlis ijidfor fe cludere^ mifcf 
Ergo aliquid nofiris jdc morihui. — — — 

I know not whether greater relaxation may nftt 
be indulged, and whether hope as well as gratitude 
xnay not unblameably produce a dedication. But 
let the writer who pours out his piaife^ o'c\>f \a 
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pt&^faAt pd^p^dfy Of ftttrtA uiC'fttlcntiQB oF gvat* 
iieffryly^cavtioii^ left his defir^ beerajr him toop' 
ubertal! edogies. We art natondljr mors i^ t9 
pleafe ourfelTes with the fiitare than the paft; and 
while we kxuriate in expefbitiony ma^ be eafilf 
perfaaded to porchafe what we yet rate only by 
imagination, at a higher price than experience 
will warrant. 

Bnt no private views or perfimal regard can dif*- 
charge any man from his general obligations to 
vixtue and to truth. It may happen in the various 
combinations of life, that a good man may receive 
f^vonn from one, who, notwithftanding his acd-^ 
dental beneficence, cannot be joftly proposed to 
the imitation of others ; and whom, therefore, he 
muft find ibme other way of rewarding than by 
public celebrations. Self "love has indeed many 
powers of feducement ; but it furely ought not to 
exalt us to equality with the colleflive body of 
mankind, or perfnade us diat a benefit conferred 
on us is equivalent to every other virtue. Yet 
many have ventured to extol wretches, whom all 
but themfelves numbered among the reproaches of 
their fpecies ; and whom they would likewife have 
beheld with the fame fcom, had they not been hi- 
red to difhoneft approbation. 

To encourage merit with praife, is the great bu- 
/Incfs ofiieeratdre ; bnt praife muft lofe its infiu- 
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eiuae^ bjrimjiiftor neg^igeiit diftribndon; aadhe 
that impain its Talue« may be charged with mif- 
apptici^in of tk pcnver duit is put intohis hands^ 
atid of fquanderinj; on guik the recompence of 
vittiie* 
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Z)i«» vitantftulti vitia, in contraria cummt, 

HoR. 



THat wonder is the efieA of ignorance, has 
been often obferved. That awful fHlnefs 
of attention with which the mind is over- 
fpread, at the firft view of an u^expedled efFed, 
or an uncommon performance, ceafes when we 
have leifore to difentangle complications and in- 
veitigate caufes. Wonder is a paufe of reafon» a 
fudden ceiTation of the mental progrefs, which 
lafts only while th& underflanding is fixed upon 
fome iingle idea, and is at an end when it recovers 
force enough tq divide the objed into its parts, or 
mark the intermediate gradations from the firft 
motive to the laft confequence. 

It may be remarked with equal truth, that igno- 
rance is often the efFeft of wonder. It is common 
for thofe who have never accuftomed themfelves to 
the labour of enquiry, nor invigorated their confi- 
dence by any conquefts over difficulty, to fleep in 
the gloomy quiefcence of aflonifhment, without 
any effort to animate languor, or difpel obfcurity. 
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ntat they cannot immediately conceive, they 
3nfider as too high to be reached, or too exteniive 
) be comprehended ; and therefore content them- 
;lves with the gaze of ignorance, forbear to at- 
;mpt what they have no hopes of performing, arid 
rfigh the pkafure of rational contemplation to 
ibre pertinacious ftady, or more adtive facnlded. 

Among the prqduflions of art, there are many 
fa form fo d^crcnt from that of their firft matc- 
als, and many confiding of parts fo numerous, 
nd fo nicely adapted to each other, that it is not 
oflible to cdniider tKeni without amaz^m^rit. Biit 
^hch wt enter the fhops of artificers, and obfcrvc 
lie various tools by which every operation is faci- 
itated, and trace the progrcfs of a manufadhirc 
liroagh the different hands that contribute to its 
•erfcflion, in fucceffion to each other; we (bon 
lifcovcr that every fingle man has an cafy taflc ; 
nd that the extrdmc^, however remote, of natural 
udenefs and artificial elegance, are joined by a 
egnlar concatenation of efFcfts, of which ever)'- 
)ne is introduced by that which precedes it, ancl 
rqually introddces that \vrhich is to follow. 

The fame is the ftate of intelle£lual and martTal 
performances. A long calculation or a complex 
liagram affrights the timorous and unexpcricticcd 
Tom a fecond view ; but if we have (kill fufficient 
:o analife them into /imple principles, \t viYA. ^^- 



40 The RAMBLER. N^xjr. 

aerany be doicovered tiiat our fear was grotindlefi. 
Divide oMi ctnquir^ is a pxindple equally juft i^ 
fcience as in policy. Complication is a fpecies of 
confederacy, wluch» while ic continues unitedj 
bids defiance to the moft a&ve and vigorous intel- 
jLed; but of which ^\trf member is feparately 
weaky and which may therefore be quickly fub« 
dned if it* can once be broken. 

The chief art of learning, as lAcki has obferye^ 
is to attempt but little at a time. The fartheft ex- 
curfions of the mind are made by fhort flights fre- 
quently repeated, the moil lofty fabrics of fcienoe 
are formed by the continued accumulation of iingl^ 
propofitions. 

It often happens, whatever be the caufe, that 
this impatience of labour or dread of mifcaniag^ 
feizes thofe who are moft diftinguifhed for quick- 
neis of apprehenfion ; and that they who might 
with greateft reafon promiie themfelves vidtory, are 
leaii willing to hazard the encounter. This diffi- 
dence, where the attention is not laid afleep by 
lazinefs, or diffipated by pleafures, can ariie only 
from confufed and general views, fuch as negli- 
gence fnatches in haile; or from the diiappoint- 
mcnt of hopes formed by arrogance without reflec- 
tion. To exped that the intricacies of fcience 
will be pierced by a careleis glance, or the emi- 
ncnces of fame afcended without labour^ is to cx- 
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feO. a peoiliar privilege or power denied to the 
reft of mankind ; bus to Aippofe that the maze iir 
iAfecutable by diligence^ or the heights inacceflihie 
by perfeveranccy is to fubmit tamely to the tyran* 
tiy of fancy, and enchain the mind in voluntaiy 
ihackles. 

It is the oliial ambition of the hieroes in litera- 
ture, to enlarge the boundaries of knowledge, and 
to difcovcr and conquer new regions of the ihtel- 
ie&uai world. To the fuceefi of fuch undertakings 
perhaps fome degree of fortuitous happinefs is ne- 
tefiary^ which no man can promife or procure to 
himielf ; and therefore dOubt and irrefolution may 
be forgiven in hiin that ventures into tlie untrodden 
abyfles of iruth, and attempts to find his way 
through the fludluatiotis of uncertainty, and the 
confU£b of contradiction. But when nothing more 
is required than to purfue a path already beaten, 
and to trample obftacles which Others have demo- 
liihed, why (honld any man fo much fufpedt his 
iiwn powers, as to imagine them unequal to the 
attempt ? 

it were t6 be wifliisd diat thbfe who devote their 
lives to ftudy^ wotild reiblve at once to believe no^ 
thing too great for their attainment, and to conii-i^ 
der nothing as too little for their regard ; to extend 
their notice alike to nature and to life^ and units 

Vol. VI. E ^vixwi 
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fome knowledge of the living world to their ttci 
quaihtance with paft ages -and remote events. 

Nothing has fo much expofed men of learfting; 
to contempt and ridiode, as their ignorance of 
things which are known to all but themfelves ; and 
their inability to condudl common negotiations, or 
to extricate their.affairs from trivial perplexities. 
Thofe who have been taught to confider the inft?- 
tutions of the fchools^ as giving the laft perfedion 
to human abilities, are fnrprifed to fee men wrin- 
kled with fdence, yet wanting to be inftm^ed ift 
minute circumftances of propriety, or neceflaiy 
forms of daily tranfadUon ; and quickly ihake off 
their reverence for modes of education, which they 
£nd to produce no fuperiority above the refl of 
mankind. 

Booht fays Bacottj can nevtr teach the ufe ff 
hooks* The ibident mull learn by commerce with 
mankind to reduce his fpeculadons to practice, and 
accommodate his knowledge to the purpofes of life. 

It is too common for thofe who have been bred 
to fcholaftic profeilions, and paiTed much of their 
> time in academies, where nothing but learning 
confers honours, to difregard every other qualifi- 
cation, and to imagine that they fhall find man- 
kind ready to pay hoinage to their knowledge, 
znd to croad about them for counfel. and inflnic- 
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tion. They therefore ftep out from their- cells in- 
to the open world, with all the coo£dence of au* 
thority, and the dignity of importance : they look 
roDnd about them at once with ignorance and 
iconiy on a race of beings to whom they are equal- 
ly unknown and equally contemptible ; but whofe 
manners they muft imitate, and with whofe opi^ 
nions they muf): comply, if they defire to pais their 
time happily among them« 

To lefTen that difdain with which fcholars are 
always inclined to look on the common bufinefs of 
th6 world, and the linwillingnefs with' which Qiey 
condefcend to learn what is not to be found in any 
fyflem of philofophy, it may be necelTary to con- 
fider, that though admiration is excited by abibnie 
refearches and remote difcoveries, we cannot hope 
to give pleafure, or to conciliate aifedUon, but 
by fofter accomplifhments, and by qualities more 
eafUy communicable to thofe about us. He th2i,t 
can only converfe upon queftions, of which only a 
imall part of mankind has knowledge fufHcient to 
be curious, mufl pafs his days in unfocial iilence, 
and live in the croud of life without a companion ; 
he that can only be ufeful in great occaAons, may 
dye without exerting his abilities, and fland a 
helplefs fpedlator of a thoufand vexations which 
fret away the happinefs of life, and which nothing 
IS required to remove but general addrefs and rca- 
dinefs of expedients. 

F2 ^^ 
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No degree of knowledge attainable by ma 
able to fet hin^ above the want of hourly affifta 
or the defire of ^nd endearments, and ten4e] 
itcioufhefa ; atid therefore no man fhould thii 
unneceilary to learn thofe arts by which friend 
|nay be gained. Kindnefs is preferred by a < 
llant reciprocation of benefits, or interchang 
picafoires : but fuch benefits only can be beftoi 
as others are capable to receive ; and fuch p 
fnres only imparted, as others are q)uli£e4 ^o 

joy- 
By this dcfcent from the piracies of art, no 
Tiour will be lof( ; for the condefcenfions of le 
ing are always overpaid by gratitude. An elev 
genius employed in little things appears, tc 
tlie fimile of tonginusy like the fun in his eve 
declination ; he remits his fplendour, but retain 
magnitude | and |^eafes more, though he das 
Jcfs. 
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^ecum ttheat mhi firMia rfira 
^tque humks ioHtare cafiis^ et fgere cervoi. 

VlRG^ 

r<^ /& ^ A M P L P R, 

THoQgh I cannot deny ^t the contempt 
with which yon have treated the annual 
migrations of the gay and bnfy part of 
inankind, is juftified by dail^ obfenration, ixnce* 
moft of thofe who leave the town, neither vary 
their entertainments nor enlarge their notions ; yet 
I fuppofe you do not intend to reprefent the prac- 
tice itfelf as ridiculous, or to declare that he 
whole condition puts the diilribution of his own 
time into his own power, may not properly divide 
it between the town and country* 

That the country, and only the country, difplays 
the innumerable varieties of nature, and fupplics 
tihe philofophipal mind with matter for «.&xD^%tvQt\. 
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and enquiry, never was denied ; bat my cariofity 
is very little attrafked by the colour of a flower, 
the anatomy of an infedl^ .or the fbufluro^f a 
ncfl. ' My attention is generally employed iipoi 
human manners ; and I therefore fill ap die 
months of rural leifure with remarks on thofe who 
live within the circle of my notice. If writen 
would more frequently vifit thofe regions of iiej;li- 
gence and liberty, they might often diversify their 
feprefentations, and multiply their images ; for in 
the countr)' original charadlers are chiefly to be 
found. In dtiee, and yet more in courts, the mi' 
nute difcriminations of charaAer are for the moft 
part effaced, and the peculiarities of temper and 
opinion are gradually worn away by promifcuoos 
converfe ; as* angular bodies and uneven furfaces 
lofe their points ajfid afperities by frequent attri- 
tion againft one another, and approach by degrees 
to uniform rotundity. The prevalence of fafhioos 
the influence of example, the defire of applaufe, 
and the dread of cenfure, obibud the natural ten- 
dencies of the mind, and check the fancy in its 
firft efforts to break forth into new experiments of 
caprice. 

Few inclinations are fo ftrong as to grow up in- 
to habits, when they muft ftruggle with the con- 
Aant oppofition of fettled forms and eftablifhed 
cuftoms. But in the country, where every man is 
a fcpstrato and independant being, where folitude 
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flatters irregularity with hopes of teettCy, and 
where wealthy reinoyed from the mortification of 
comparifon, smd the awe of equality, fwells into con- 
temptuous confidence, and fets blame and laughter 
at defiance, the impulfes of nature sl&. ulireflrained, 
and the mind dares to fhew itfelf in its true form, 
without the difguife of hypocrify, or decorations of 
elegance. Every one allows himfclf the full en- 
joyment of his own choice, and talks and lives 
with no other view than to pleafe himfelf, without 
enquiring how far he deviates from the general 
practice. Or coniidering others as entitled to any 
account of his fentiments or adlions. If he builds 
or demolifhes, opens or enclofcs, deluges or drains, 
it is not his care what may be the opinion of thofe 
who are fkilled in perfpedivc or architcdure : it is 
fufficient that he has no landlord to controul him ; 
for who has any right to examine in what proje£b 
the lord of the manor fpcnds his own money on 
his own grounds ? 

For this reafon it is not very common to want 
iubje£b for rural converfation. Almoi): every man 
is daily doing fomething which produces merri- 
ment, or wonder, or refentment, among his neigh- 
bours. This utter exemption from reftraint, leaves 
every anomalous quality to operate in its full ex- 
tent, and fuffers the natural character to diilufe it- 
felf to every part of life. The pride which in a 
public ftation would Jiave been only vcwl^^i voscvorvi^ 
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lervants aikl domeftics, becomes ia a ccnintay ba* 
ronet the torment of a coanty i and iniiead of 
tenninatilig in the deilra^Ugn of china-Ware and 
glafies, ruins tenants, difpofieires cottagers* aod 
harrailes villages with a£Uons of treipais» add bilb 
i>findi£lment. 

It frequently happens, that, withont violent ptf* ij 
Sons or enormous corruption, the freedom and 1; 
laxiqr of a ruftic life produces remarkable particu- 
larities of conduct or manner. In the promoe 
where I now refide, we have one lady eminent for 
wearing a gown always of the fame cnt, amother 
for ihsUdng hands with thofe that vifit her, and a 
third for an unihaken refolution never to let tea or 
coffee enter her houfe. 

Bat of all the female charaders which this plaotf 
affords, I have found none fo worthy of attention 
as that of Mrs Buj^/, a widow^ who loil her huf' 
band in her thirtieth year, and has iince paffedher 
time at the manor-houfe, in the government of 
her children, atid the management of the eftatif 

Mrs BujSi was married at eighteen, from a board- 
ing'fchool; where fhe had paffed her time, like o-' 
ther ladies, in needle-work, with a few intervals of 
dancing and reading. When ihe was married, fhs 
fpent one winter with her hulband in LondtBi 
where^ having no idea of any convcrfauon beyond 
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tiie fonnalities of a vifit, fh^ found nothing to en- 
gage her paflions: but when fhe had been one 
night at court, and two at an opera, and feen the 
Monument^ the tombs, and the Tower, fhe conclu- 
ded that LondM had nothing more to ihow ; and 
wondered that, when women had once feen the 
world, they could not be content to fiay at home. 
She therefore went willingly to the ancient feat 1 
and for fome years fhidied houfewifery under Mr 
Bu/S^^s mother, with fo much ailiduity, that the old 
lady when fhe dyed, bequeathed her a caudle-cup, 
a fonp-diih, two beakers, and a cheft of table-li* 
nen fpun by herielf. 

Mr Suj^ finding the (economical qualities of his 
lady, reiigned his affairs wholly into her hands, 
and devoted his life to his pointers and his hounds* 
He never viiited his eftates but to defboy the par* 
fridges or foxes; and often committed fuch devafta- 
^ons in the rage of pleafure^ that fome of his te- 
nants refufed to hold their lands at the ufual rent. 
Mrs Buj§^ perAxaded them to be iatisfied ; and en- 
treated him to difmifs his dogs, with many exadl 
calculations of the ale drank by his companions, 
and the com confumed by the horfes ; and remon- 
ftrances ^gainft the infolence^of the huntfman, and 
the frauds of the groom. The huntfman was too 
neceifary to his happinefs to be difcarded 1 and he 
had ftill continued to ravage his own eftate, had 
he not caught a cold and a fevex by QvoQi^^xcL^- 

Vol. VI. G W^% 
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lards in Ae fens. His fever was followed 
confumption, which in a few months bsou^t 
to the grave. 

Mrs Bt^ w^ too mnch an o^onomift to fa 
flier joy or ibrrow at 'his death. She receivei 
compliments and confdations cf her -neighl 
in a dax'k room ; out of whi<fh fhc ftdle priv 
eveiy night aikd morning to fee the <^ows mil 
andy after a few days, decfarecl/ that fhe thosj 
widow might employ herfelf better than in nu 
forrow, and tiidt, for her part/ fhe was rtk 
that the fortunes of her children fhoMd liot b 
paired by her negleft. 

She diercfbre immediatefy applied herfelf t 
reformation of abufes. She gave away die < 
difcharged the fervancs of the kennel and ft 
and fent the horfes to the next fair, but rat 
fo higk a price tfeat they Tetumed unfdld. 
was refolved to have nothing idle about her, 
ordered them to be employed in common drtid 
They loft tiieir fleeknefs and grace, and were 
purchafed at half the value. 

She foon difencnnibcred herfelf from .her w 

and put on a riding-hood, a coarfe aproii, 

fhort petticoats; and has turned a largemanoi 

a form, of which fhe takes the management w 

aponhcrftif^ Sh€ rifcs brfot« thefun to < 
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the liocjr«8 to thfjr g^rs, and fees diem well 
robbed down at their return from work. She atr 
:end3 the dairy ia the moraingf^ and watc]ies wheo 
I calf falUy that it may be cacefully Aorfed : fhc 
valks- Ottt amoog the ihcep at lUMm counts th^ 
ambs^ aid ob&rve& the fences ^ 9ad where (tic 
inds a g^p, fiops it widi boih till it can be better 
nended. In harveft fhe rides a-iield in the wag- 
^on, and is very liberal of her ai&e 6am a wooden 
30ttle. At her leifure-hours fhe looks goofe-eggs, 
lirs the wooL and turns the cheefe. 

Either refped or curiofity ftill bring vifitants 
to her houfcy whom fhe entertains with prognoftics 
3f a fcarcity of wheat^ or rot among the fheep ; and 
ivhom fhe always thinks herfelf privileged to dif- 
tnifs, when fhe is to fee the hogs fed, or to couQf 
bier poultry on the roofl, 

The only things negle^led about her, are her 
duldrj^n, whom fhe has taught nothing but the 
[oweft houfhold duties. In my lafl vifit I met 
^fs Bufy carrying grains to a fick cow ; and was 
entertained with the accomplifhments of her eldefl 
!bn, whom, though he is only fixteen, fhe can trufl 
X) fell com in the market. Her younger daughter, 
Arho is eminent for beauty^ though fomewhat tan- 
ned in m^ing hay, was bufy in pouring out ale 
:o the plowmen, that every one might have an e-* 
jual fhare. 

Ga \ 
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I could not bnt look with pity on diu ^oang 
family, doomed by the abfard prudence of their 
mother to ignorance and meannefs: bat when ! 
recommended a more elegant education, was an- 
fwered, that flie never Taw a finical people grow 
rich, and flic was good for nothing hericlf till Ihi 
^ad forgot dte nicety of the boarding-fchool, 

/ am jmrff ief. 




N'139. 



53 



N**i39' '^^^f^^yt July i6. 1751. 



?/> quod <i)if fimpUic dimtaxat Jt unum. 

HoR. 



IT is required by ArifiotU to the perfe£Uon of « 
tragedy, and is equally nece/Tary to every o- 
ther ipecies of regular compofition, that it 
ihould have a beginning, a middle, and an end. 
** The beginning, fays he, is that which has no- 
** thing neceflanly previous, but to which that 
*' which follows is naturally confequent ; the end, 
^^ on the contrary, is that .which, by.neceflity, or 
*' at leaft according to. the cominon courfe of 
*' things, fucceeds fomething^elfe, but which im- 
** plies nothing confequent to itfelf; the middle is 
*^ connefifced on one fide to fomething that natural- 
** ly goes before, and on the other to fomething 
" that naturally follows it." 

Such is the rule laid down by this great critic 
for the difpofition of the dilFerent parts of a well- 
conftituted fable. It muft begin where it may be 
made intelligible without introdudion, and end 
where the mind is left in repofe, without expecta- 
tion of any farther event. The mt^xmt^^.Xfc^'a^- 
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fages nmil: join the laft efFed to the firft caufe, hf 
a regular and unbroken concatenation; nothing 
therefore nauft be hiferted which does not appa^ 
rently arife from fomething foregoing, andevi* 
dently make way for ibmetbing that facceeds it. 

This pitcept is to be fmaerftood in its' rigoor^ 
only with refpe^l to great and eflential events ; and 
cannot be extended in the fame force to minuter 
ctreamftantesy and uaefibitial decoralipasy whkh 
yet are more happy as they contribute more fo the 
main defign. 

It if always a proof of extenfive diouglit zai 
accurate circiimfpe£tipn| to promote various piiip(s 
fes by the lame ad ; and the idea of an cnmameiit 
admits tt&» though it ieems to exclude ineceffity. 

Whoever purpofes^ as it is exprefled by Mik§»f 
to build thi lofty rhpniy muft acquaint himfelf wid^ 
the laws of poetical architedbire, and take care 
that his edifice be folid, as well as beautiful ; that 
nothing Hand fingle or independant, fo as that it 
may be taken away witho^t injuring the reft ; bat 
that from the foundation to the pinacles one part 
reft firm upon another. 

This regular and confequential difhibution is 
frequently neglected;- but the failures of thofe 
whole example can have no influence^ may be 
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fafefy^yi^Ioofced; aor k it of much tiib to leca! 
ebfcure -and unr^avded names to memoi^ for Jtka 
fake of fpoptiog with their infamy. But if there 
is any writer, whofe genius can embeUilh i^ipoo. 
priety, and whofe authority can make errour ve- 
terttblcy ^hia works are the proper .^bjeds of criti- 
cal inqtii£tion. To expunge faults where there 
are no ^cGeUencies^ is a talk equally vain willh 
that of the chemifty who emjdoys the arts of iepa- 
ration and refinement npon ore which ocotains 
no predcms metd te reward his operations. 

The tragedy of Samfon Agomfies has been cele- 
brated as the fecond performance of the great au- 
thor df'P^rai^ Lof^ and oppofed with all the con-^ 
fidence of triumph Vb the dramatic perfcHcmances of 
other nations. It contains indeed many noble fen- 
timentSy maxims of wifiiom^ and oiades of piety % 
and innomerdble pafTage^s -written with the ancient 
^ttrit-df choral poetry, in which there is a jt^ and 
pleafing •mixfttre rof SenHsCs moral declamation, 
and the -wild enthufiaim of the G;im( writers. -It 
is therefore worthy of examination, whether -a •per- 
formance thus illuminafted with genius, and en- 
riched with 'learnings be compoTed -according to 
the indiipenfitble laws of Ariftetdian criticifm, and, 
omitting at pfefent all other confiderations, whe- 
ther it contains a beginhing, a middle, and an 
end. 
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The beginning is undoabtodly beaatifiil and ] 
per, opening with a graceful abraptnefs, and ] 
ceeding naturally to a mournful recital of fadb 
ceffiuy to be known^ 

Samfin. A litde onwafd lend thy guiding h 
To thefe dark ileps, a little Luther on ; 
For yonder bank hath choice of fiin and (hac 
There I am wont to ii^ when any chance 
Relieves me from my talk of fervile toil« 
Daily in common prifon elfe enjoin'd me.— - 
— O wherefore was my birth from Heav'n fi 

told 
Twice by an angel i ' ■■ ' ■■' 
"-Why was my breeding ordered and preferS 
As of a perfon feparate to God^ 
Defign'd for great explcMts ; if I muft dye 
Betray*dy captivM^ and both my eyes put ou 
• W hom have I to complain of but myfeli 
Who this high gift of ib-ength conunitted to i 
In what part lodged, how eafily bereft me^ 
Under the ibat of iilence could not keep. 
But weakly to a woman mufl reveal it. 

His foliloquy is interrupted by a chorus or com 
ny of men of his own tribe, who condole his m 
lies, extenuate his fault, and conclude with a 
lemn vindication of divine juftice. So that, at 
conclufion of the firft adt, there is no defign L 
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no difcoT^ xnzdfi, nor any- difpofition forin.ed to* 
war4s the fabfeq^ent event. 

In the fecpnd ad, Majttah, the &ther of Sam- 
rQn,'CQXacs to feek his (bni and, being fhown him 
by the Choras^ breaks oat into lamentatiqns of his 
mifeiy, and comjwiibns of his prefent \vith his 
former Hate; and reprefents to him the ignominy 
which his religion fufFers, by the feflival this day 
celebrated in honour of DagM, to whom the ido- 
laters afcribed his Qverthrow. 



-Thou bear'ft 



Enough, andmore the burthen of that faqlt; 
Bitterly baft thou paid, and ftill art paying 
7hat rigid fcpre. A worfe thing yet remains : 
This day the PhiUJUnts a. pop'lar fcaft 
Here celebrate in Gaxa ; and proclaim 
(Great pomp, and facrifice, and praifes loud 
To Dagon, as their god, who hath delivered 
Thee, S^n/on, bound and blind into their hands. 
Them out of thine, who flew'ft them many a flain* 

SamfoH, touched with this reproach, makes a 
reply equally penitential and pious ; which his fa- 
ther coj&fiders as the pffiifi/on of prophetic copfi* 
ience. 

Sam/on. He, be fure, 

Will not connive, or linger, thus ^ionq^'^l^ 
Vol, VI. H ^^^ 
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But will arife, and his great name aflert : 
Dagon mufl {loop, and fhall ere long receive 
Such a difpofnfity a? fhall quite defpoil him 
Of all thefe boafted trophies won on me. 

Manoab' With cai^fe this hope relieves thee^ 
and thefe wprds 
I as a prophecy receive ; for God, 
Nothing mor^ certain, will not long defbv 
Tq vindicate the glory of his name. 

This part of the dialogue, as it might tend to 
animate or exalperate Samfifty cannot, I think, be 
cenfured as wholly fuperfluous : but the fucceeding 
difpnte, in which Sam/on cpntends to dye, and 
which his father breaks off, that he may go to ib« 
licit his releafe, is only valuable for its own beau- 
ties, and has no tendency to intjroduce any thing 
that ybllgws it. 

The next event of the drama is the arrival of 
Dalilahy with all her graces, artifices, and amufe- 
ments. This produces a dialogue, in a very high 
degree, elegant and inftruftive; from which fh^ 
retires, after (he has exhaufled her perfuafions ; and 
is no more feen or heard of: nor has her vifit any 
efFedt, but that of raifmg the character ofSamJi/t,* 

In the fourth adl enters Harapha, the giant of 

Gath, whofe name had never been mentioned be- 

fore, ^nd who has no other motive of coniing, 
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I - - • 

than to fee the man wHofe drength and aOions are 
io loudly celebrated. 

Hari^a. ■ Much I have heard 

Of thy prodigious might, and feats perfbrmM^ 
Incredible to me ; in this difplcas'd> 
That I was never pfefent oh the place 
Of thofe Encounters, where we might have tryM 
Each other's force in camp or lifted field : 
And now am come to fee of whom fuch noife 
Hath walk'd about, and each limb to furvey^ 
If thy appearance aiifwer loud report. 

^ Sam/on challenges him to fhe combat; ahd, af- 
ier an interchange of reproaches, elevated by re- 
peated deiiaiice on one fide, and embittered by 
contemptuous infults on the other, Harapba retires ; 
and we hear it determined, by Sam/on and the Cho- 
rus, that no confequence, good or bad, will proceed 
horn their interview. 

Chorus. He wiQ dire£Uy to the lords, I fear ; 
And with malicious couhfel ftii* them up 
Some way or other farther to afilid thee. 

Sam/on. He mull alledge fome caufe, and of* 
fer'd fight 
Will hot dare mention, lefl a quefUon rife, 
Whether he durft accept the offer or not : 
And that he durft not, plain enough appeared. 

H 2 k\ 
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Atlaft^ in the fif&t z€i, appears a mefiengcr 
with a fummons from the lords alTembkd at the 
feilival of Dagon^ by which Samfim is reqaired tor 
come and entertain them with fome prooF of his 
ftrength. Eamfon^ alter a fhort expoftulatiDny dif- 
niifTes him with a firm and refblnte refuTal ; but, 
during the abfeDice oF the n^eflenger, having a 
while defended the propriety of his condnd, he 
at laft declares himfelf movicfd by a fecret impolfe 
to comply, and utters Fome dark prefages of a 
great event to be brou^t to pais by his ageacy, 
under the direction of Providence. 

tamfon. Be of good courage ; I be^ to feet 
Some roufing motions in me, which difpofe 
To ftihetlung extraojfdinary my thoughts. 
I with this meilehger will go along, 
Nothing to do, be Fure, that may ditfiEdnoiir' 
Our hiw, oV (lain Aiy vow of Nazarrte. 
If there be aught of prefage in the mind^ 
This day will be remarkable in my life 
By fome great a£t, or of my days the laft. 

While Sam/on is condndted olF by the meflengcr, 
his Father returns with hopes oF fucce^ in his foli- 
citation ^ upon which he confers with the Chorus 
till their dialogue is interrupted, firfl by a fhont of 
triumph, and afterwards by fcreams of horrour 
and agony. While they are deliberating where 
they ffiall be fecure, a maxv VfVio \a^ b«en prefent 
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at the ihew enters, and relates how Sam/on having 
prevailed on his guide to fufler him to lean againft 
the main piliai^of the theatrical- edific^y. lore down 
the roof upon fpefiators and himfelf^ 



Thofe two mafTy pillars. 



With horrible conftifioti, to and- fro. 
He tagg'd,iie ihook, till down tbeyr cam^ and drew 
The whole roof after them> with bnrfl of thunder. 
Upon the heads of all who fat beneath.—- 
^—Samfin with thefe immixM, inevitably 
PnllM do^n the fame deftmdlion on himfclf. 

This Ib undoubtedly a juft and feg\dar cata- 
itrophe \ and the poem therefore ha^s k be^nnin^ 
ahd an end, which JfiflofU himfelf couU not have 
dlfapptoved i btit k nr^ be afiowed to want a 
ftiiddle^ iince nbdiifig paiTes between the firft aift 
and the laft, that either haflcns or delays the death 
of Samjon. The whole dk-ama, if its fuperflaities 
be cut off, would fcarcely fill a fingle afi > yet this 
is the tragedy which ignocance has admired^ and 
bigotry applauded. 



N*i40'. 
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-j^for tarn LucilifeuUor inepti efi^ 



Vt wmhoc fiiUaturi ■ ■ 

Hoi 

IT is common, (ays Baeouy to deiire the < 
without enduring the means. Every mem 
of fociety feels and acknowledges the need 
of detecting crimes, yet fcarce any degree of y 
tue or reputation is able to fecufe an informer ft 
public hatred. The learned world has always ; 
mitted the ufefulnefs of critical dlfquiiitions ; 
he that attempts to fhow, however modefUy, 
failures of a celebrated writer^ fhall forely irrit 
his admirers, and incur, the imputation of en 
captioufnefi, andmaUgnity. 

With this dagger full in my view, I ihall proci 
to examine the fentiments of Milton's tragec 
which, though much lefs liable to cenfiire tl 
the diipojdtioh of his plan^ are, like th6fe of ot 
writers, fometimes e^ofed to yisSt exception 
want of care, or want of difcemment. 
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Sentiments axe proper and improper^ ai they 
confift more or lefi with the charider and circnm- 
[lances of the perfon to whom they are attributed, 
kvith the mles of the compofition in which they 
are found, or with the unalterable and fettled na-^ 
tare of things. 

It is common among the tragic ports, to intro- 
duce their perfons alluding to things of which they 
could not poifibly have any knowl^ge. The barbfi- 
nans of remote or newly-difcovered regions often 
difplay their fliiU in European learning ; the god of 
love is mentioned in Tamfrlam^Vk all the fami- 
liarity of a Roman epigrammadft ; and a late writer 
has put HamHy*i do^ine of the circulation of the 
blood into the moudi of a Turkijh ftatefman, who 
lived near two centuries befoito it was known to 
philoibphers or anatomifb. 

Milion has, by hb learning, which acquainted 
}iim with the manners of the ancient eaftem na- 
tions, and by his inventiony which required no af* 
fiftance from the common cant of poetry, been pre- 
ferved from frequent outrages of local or chrono* 
logical propriety. Yet he has mentioned Chafyb$an 
flielf of wKich it is not very likely that his chorus 
ihould have heard ; and has made Jilp the general 
name of a mountain, in a region where the Mft 
could not be known. 
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No nydkin;^! liquor can aflwagc* 

Nor breath of venml air &om ibowy j/^. 

He has taught S^a^^ the tales ofCir^e and tkeS^s 
reus J 4t whic^ fa? apparently hints in his colloqa]( 
with Dalilab. 



•I know thy trsuns. 



'Tho* dearly tp my coft, thy gins^ and toils ^ 
' Thy &ir enchanted cup, and fwarhfing €Jbafwu, 
No more on me have pow*r. ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Jim the groi]^ errour of this kind is the foleitti 
intrpdqdion of (he phenix . in the laft fteppf 
fvhich is fk^lty, not only as it is ipcongruons p 
the peribnage to whom it is afcribed ; bqt as it 
is fo evidently contrary to reM<^ ^4 najore, that 
it, ought never to be mentioned but as ^^ fiddle ifi 
any ferious poem. 

-Virtue giv'p for loft. 



Depreft, ai)d overthrown, as ieem^d. 

Like that felf-begotten bird 

In the JrMan woods emboft. 

That no fecond knows, npr third^ 

And lay §re while a holocauft ; 

From out her afhy womb now teem'd. 

Revives, rellourlihes, then vigorous moft. 

When moft un^6live deem'd ; 

And tho' her body dye, her fa|ne furvives, 

A /ecuiar bird ages of lives. 
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Another (pedes of impropriety is the nnfnitable* 
nefs of thoughts to the general charader of the 
poem. The ferioufhefs and folemnity of tragedy 
neceffarily rejeds all pointed or epigrammatical 
expreiIion5> all remote conceits and oppofition of 
ideas. Samfon's complaint is therefore too ela- 
borate to be natural. 

• . 

As in the land of darknefs, yet in light ; 

To live a life half dead, a living death. 

And bury*d : but O yet more miferable t 

My(elf my (epulchre, a moving grave f 

Bury'd, yet not exempt. 

By privilege of death and burial. 

From worft of other evils, pains and wrongs. 

All allufions to low and trivial objeAs, with 
which contempt is ufually afTociated, are doubtlefs 
unfttitable to a fpecies of compofition, which ought 
to be always awful, though not always magnifi- 
cent. The remark therefore of the Chorus on 
good and bad news, feems to want elevation. 

Manomb, A litde izy will bring fome notice Jii. 

ther. 
CJiwr. Of good or bad fo great, of bad the (boner ; 
For evil news rides fft^ wliile good news bmts. 

But of all meanne(8, that has lea(l to plead which 
iji produced by mere verbal conceki \ V)\icvs^ ^o 
VoL. VI. I -^TV^VCV^ 
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pending only apon fonndsy lofe tlieir cxiftence by 
the change of a wonL Of this kind is the follow 
ing dialogue* 

Chor. Bat we had beft redre ; I fee a ^^rm* 
Sam/, Fair days have oft contradled wind and raiiii 
Chor4 But this another kind of tempefl brings. 
Samf, Be lefs abflrufe^ my riddling days are pad. 
Chot. Look now for no enchanting voice, nor fear 
The bait of honey'd words : a rougher tongue 
Draws hitherward ; I know him by his ftride. 
The giant Harapba 

And yet more defpicable are the lines in which 
Manoay^s paternal kindnefs is conunended hy the 
Chonis. 

Fathers are wont to lof up for their fons. 
Thou for thy fbn art bent to Urf mt all.— — i- 

Samjin's complaint of the inconveniencies of im^ 
prifonment is not wholly without vierbal qnaintnefe. 

i a prisoner chained, icarce freely draw 



i 



The air imprifon'd alio, dofe^ and damp^ 

From the fentimcnts we may properly djeicend 
to the confideration of ^e language ; which, in imi- 
tation of the ancients, is in the dialogue remarkably 
fmipk and unadorned, feldom heightened by epi- 
thets, or varied by figurea : yet fometimcs meu- 
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pkors find admiffioiiy even where their confiftency 
is not accurately preferved* Thus Smnfrn con*- 
founds loquacity with a Aipwreck. 

How could I once look up, or heave the headji 
Who, like a fooliih fikt^ hsi\ejhifwreck''d 
My tvefel, truil^d to me from above, 
Glorioufly rigged} and for a word, a tear. 
Fool ! have divulged the ficret gift of God 
To a deceitful woman ? 

And the Chorus talks of adding fuel to flame in 
a report. 

He*8 gone; and who knows how he may re fort 
Thy <wordf9 by adding fuel to the Jlame f 

The vcrfificadon is in the dialogue much more 
fmooth and harmonious than in the parts allotted 
to the Chorus ; which are often fo harfh and dif- 
ibnant, as fcarce to preferve, whether the lines end 
with or without rhymes, any appearance of me* 
trical regularity. 

Or do my eyes mifreprefent ? Can this be he. 

That heroic, that renown'd, 

IrrefifUble Samfin ; whom unarmed 

^o fbength of man, or fierceft wild beaft* could 

withftand ; 
Who tore the lion, as the lion tears the kid,'-*-'^ 

I 2 ?>>»K^ 
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Since I hare dins pointed oat the faults of M/- 
timy the laws of critical integrity leqoiie that I 
fhould endeavour to difplay his excellencies; 
though they will not eaiily be difcovered in fhort 
quotations ; becanfe they confift in the jnflnefs of 
diffufe reaibnings^ or in the contexture and lye* 
thod of continued dialogues ; this play, having 
none of thofe defcriptions, fimiles, or fplendidfen- 
tences, with which other tragedies are fo lavifhly 
adorned. 

Vet fome pa/Igges may be feledled which feea 
to deferve particular notice, either as containing 
fentiments of pafiion, reprefentations of life, pre- 
cepts- of conduct, or fallies of imagination. It is 
not eafy to give a flronger reprefentation of the 
wearinefs of defpondency, than in the word^ of 
^amfon to his father. 

1 feel my genial fpirits droop, 

My hopes all Hat; nature within me feems 
In all her funftipns. weary of herfelf ; 
My race of glory run, and race of fhame. 
And I ihall ihortly be with them that reft. 

The reply o^Samfen to the flattering DalUab af- 
fords a juft and ftriking defcription of the fb-ata-* 
gems and allurements of feminine hypocrify. 

—-. — r—Thefe are thy wonted 2uts, 
And arts of ev'ry woman falfe lijce thee. 
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To break all faith, all vowt, deceire, betraj; 
Then^ as repentant, to iiibmit, befeedi. 
And xecondlement mosfi with feign*d remorfe, 
Confefs, and promiTe wonders in her change ; 
Not truly penitent, but chief to try 
Her hu/band, how far urg*d his patience bean^ 
His virtue or weaknefs which way to aflail ; 
Then wiA more cautipos and inftroded ikiU 
Again tranfgre^i and again fubmits* 

When Sam/on has refuied tP make himfelf a 
^dade at the feaft ofDagon, he jafti£es his be- 
havioijr to the Chorus, who charge him with ha- 
ving ferved the PbiiiftiHes^ by a very juft diftindHon ; 
and d^ftroys the common excufe of cowardice and 
fervility, who always confound temptation with 
compuliion 

Chor. Yet with that ftrength thou ferv'fl the Phi- 

lijiines, 
Sam/. Not in their idol worihip, but by labour 
Honeil and lawful, to deferve my food 
Of thofc who have me in their civil power. 
Chor, Where the heart joins not, outward a£b 

defile not« 
Samf. Where outward force con&'ains, the fen* 

tence holds : ' 
But who conibrains me to the temple of Dagon^ 
Not dragging ? The PhiliJUam lords command. 
Commands are no con^aints. . If I obe:^ xii^tGL^ 

\ 
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I dp it freely, yent^riBg to difplctfe 
God for the fear of num ; and man pf^efer* 
Set God behind. 



The complaint of blindneis which Sam/m poon 
out at the beginning of the tragedy, is eqoally ad- 
dreifed to the paffions and the fancy. The eni- 
meratio^ of his mifenes is iiicceeded by a very 
pleafmg train of poetical images, and concluded 
by fuch expoftulations and wifiies, as reafon too 
often learns from defpair, 

O firft created beam, ftnd thoa great word, 

Let there be light, and light was over all ; 

Why am I thus bereav'd thy prime decree ? 

The ibn to me is dark. 

And filent as the moon, 

When ihe deferts the night. 

Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 

Since light fo necefTary is to life. 

And almoft life icfelf ; if it be trae 

That light is in the foul. 

She all in ev^ry part ; why was the fight 

To fuch a tender ball as th* eye confinM, 

So obvious and fo eafy to be quenched 1^ 

And not, as feelipg, thro^ all parts diffus'di 

That (he might look at will thro* t^y^ry pore ? 

Such are the faults and fuch the beauties of 
Samfon Agonifies \ which I have ihown with no o- 
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r parpofe dian to promote the knowledge of 
* criticifin. The laurels of M//mr are fecore of 
Tlafting vefdttre, and have nothing to fear from 
blafts of malignity ; nor clan my attempt have 
r other efied, than to encreafe their growth^ 
1 fbength^ their ihoots, by lopping their loxv- 
ace. 
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Hiiari/que, iamen cum foudere wrtus. 

S T A f. 



To the K AW&htK. 

SIR, 

THE politicians have long obferved, that 
the greateil eyents may be often traced 
back to very trivial caufes ; and that a 
petty competition or caftial fi-iendfhip, the pra- 
dente of a flave or the garrulity 'of a womani 
have hindered t>r promoted the moft important 
fchemes^ and haftened or retarded the revolutionf 
of empire. 

Whoever fliall review his life, will generally 
find, that the whole tenor of his condu£^ has been 
determined by fome accident of no apparent mo^ 
ment, or by a combination of inconfiderable dr- 
tumftances, adUng when his imagination was un- 
occupied, and his judgment unfetded ; and that 
his principles and adtions have taken their colour 
from fome fecret infufioH} mingled without defign 
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in the current of his ideas. The deiires that pre* 
dominate in our hearts, are iniliUed by imper- 
ceptible communications^ at the time when we look 
upon the various fcenes of the world, and the dif- 
ferent employments of men, with the neutrality of 
inexperience j and we come forth from the nurfeiy 
or the fchool, invariably deftined to the purfuit of 
riches or of fame, of great acquiiitions or petty 
accompliihments. 

Such was the impnlfe by which I have been kept 
in motion from my earliefl years. I was bom to 
an inheritance which gave me a claim in my child- 
hood to difUndion and carefles ; and I fuppoie 
therefbre, that I was accuilomed to hear my own 
applauies, before they had much influence on my 
thoughts. The firft praife of which I remember 
m)rfelf fenfiblc, was that of good humour ; which, 
whether I deferved it or not when it was firil be- 
ftowed, I have iince made it my whole bofinefs to 
propagate and maintain. 

When I was fent to fchool, the gaiety of my 
look, and the livelinefs of my loquacity, foon gain- 
ed me admiflion to hearts not yet fortified againfl 
affbdion by artifice or intereft. I was entrufled 
with every fbratagem, adopted into every party^ 
afTociated in every fport ; my company gave ala- 
crity to a frolic, and gladnefs to a holiday. I 
was indeed fo much employed ia vij^^ySoj^^oi ^^<&- 

Vol. VI. K cxx^Yci^ 
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cuting fchemes of diveriion, that I had no leifore 
for my talks ; but was always furniihed with exer- 
cifes, and inftrudled in my lefFons, by fome kind 
patron of the higher clafTes ; and my mailer, either 
not fufpefting my deficiency, or unwilling to deted 
what his kindnefs would not have fuiFered him to 
punifh, nor his impartiality to excufe, commonly 
allowed to efcape with a very flight examination; 
laughed at the pertnefs of my ignorance, and the 
fprightlinefs of my abfurdities ; and could feldom 
forbear to (how, that he regarded me with fuch ten- 
dernefd, as parts and learning can feldom excite. 

From fchool I was at the ufual age difmiffed tt) 
the univerfity ; where I foon drew upon me the 
notice of the younger ftudents, and was the con- 
ftant partner of their morning walks and evening 
compotations. I was not indeed much celebrated 
for my learning ; but was looked on with indul* 
gence as a man of parts, who wanted nothing but 
the dulnefs of a fcholar, and who might become 
eminent whenever I fhould condefcend to labour 
and attention. My tutor at firft reproached me 
with negligence, and attempted to reprefs my fai- 
lles with the fupercilioufnefs of lettered gravity ; 
yet, having natural good humour lurking in his 
heart, he could not long hold out againft the 
power of hilarity ; but, after a few months, began 
to relax the mufcles of difcipHnarian morofenefs, 
received me with {miles after an elopement, and, 
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that he might not betray his trufl to his fondnefs, 
was content to ipare my diligence by encreaflng 
his own. 

Thus I continued to diiSpate the gloom of col* 
legiate auflerity, to wafle my own life in thought- 
lefs idlenefs, and lore others from their ftudies, till 
the happy hour arrived, when, in the regular pro- 
grefs of education, I was fent to London, 1 foon 
difcovered the town to be the proper element of a 
gay character : for here I was quickly diilinguifh«- 
ed as a wit by the ladies, a fpecies of beings, of 
whom I had only heard at the univerfityy and to 
whom I had no fooner the happinefs of a nearer 
approach, than I devoted all my faculties to the 
^ ambition of pleafmg thcm^ 

A wit, Mr RamHeTf in the ladies dialefl, 19 
;iot always a man, who, by the a£lion of a vigo* 
rous fancy upon comprehenfive knowledge, brings 
diftant ideas unexpeftedly together, or by fome pe- 
culiar acutenefs difcovers refemblances in objects 
diflimilar to common eyes, and, by mixing hete- 
rogeneous notions, dazzles the attention with fud* 
den fcintillations of conceit. A lady's wit is a 
man who can make ladies laugh ; to which, how- 
ever eafy it may feem, many gifts of nature and 
attainments of art commonly concur. He that 
hopes to be received as a wit in female afTemblie?, 
muft have a form neither fo amiable as Xo ^^^ 

K 2' mxJs^ 
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with admiration^ nor fo coarfe as to raife difgafts 
^nd an nnderftanding too feeble to be dreaded, too 
forcible to be dcfpifed. The other parts of the 
phara£ler arp more fubjcft to variation. It was 
formerly eflential to a wit, that his wig fhoold co- 
ver half his back with a fnowy fleece ; and at a 
time yet more remote, no man was a wit withont 
his boots. In the days of the Spedator a fnoflT-boz 
fcems to have been indifpenfable ; but in my time 
an embroidered coat was fafficient, withont asj 
precife regulation of the reft of his drefs. 

But wigs, and boots, and fnufF-boxes, are vain 
V^ithout a perpetual refolution to be merry ; and 
who can always find fupplies of mirth ? Juvtnd 
indeed, in his comparifon of the two opposite phi- 
lofophers, wonders only whence an unexhaufted 
fountain of tears could be difcharged ; but had Jh* 
wenalf with all his fpirit, undertaken my province, 
he would have found conftant gaiety equally ^a&* 
cult to be fupported. Confider, Mr Rambler^ and 
compaiTionate the condition of a man who has 
taught every company to expedl from him a conti- 
nual feaft of laughter, an uninterrupted ftream of 
jocularity. The tafk of every other flave has aa 
end. The rower in time reaches the port, the 
lexicographer at laft finds the concluiion of his al- 
phabet $ only the haplefs wit has his labour al- 
ways to begin, the call for novelty is never fatif- 

fied, 
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^ed, tfod one }efl mdf nifist rxpefta^on of «!». 
ther. 

I know^ that, among nie» of leandng and alperiw 
ty, the retain«n Co the female world are not confix 
dered with much regatd ; yet I camiot but hope, 
that if yoa knew at how dear a rate our honaoit 
are pmxhafed, you would k)ok with fome gratoia^ 
tion on oar foccefs, and with fome pity on onr 
mifearnages. Confider the mifery of him ii^io it 
condemned to cn}tivate barrennefs, and romage 
vacoity) who is obliged to continue his tUk when 
his meaning is fpent, to raife merriment without 
fmagea, and to harraft his imagination in qneft of 
thoughts which he cannot ftart, and his memory 
in purfuit of narratives which he cannot overtake; 
coniider the effort with which he flratns to conceal 
defpondency by a ihule, and the diftrefs in whid^ 
he fits while the eyes of the company are fixed up- 
tm him as their laft rcfhge from ^ence and deprdV 
iio^ 

it were endlefs to reconnt the fhifb to which I 
have been reduced, or to enumerate the different 
(pedes of artifidal wit. Sometimes I frequented 
coffee-honfes, and lived a wedc upon an ex^ef- 
fion, of which he who dropped it did not know 
the value $ and often I gleaned jefts from obfolete 
farces. To colled wit was indeed fafe^ for I con- 
forted with none (hat looked mudv into boo\L^\ \nx 



78 The RAMBLER. N«i4r. 

to diQ)crfe it was the difficulty. A feeming ne^* 
gence was fometimes ufeful : for I made a reply, 
not to what the lady had faid^ but to what it was 
convenient for me to hear ; and very few were fo 
perverie as to re6bfy a miftake which had given 
pccailon to a burft of merriment. Sometimes I 
drew the converfation up by degrees to a proper 
pointy and produced a conceit which I had trea* 
fured up ; like fportfmen who boaft of killing the 
foxes which they lodge in the covert. Eminence 
is however fometimes gained at lefi expence ; I 
have delighted a whole circle at one time widi t 
feries of quibbles, and have made myfelf good 
company at another by fcalding my fingers, or 
miflaking a lady's lap for my own chair. 

Thefe are artful deceits, and ufeful expedients. 
But expedients are at length exhaufled, and deceits 
dete£ied. Time itfelf, among other injuries* di- 
minifhes the power of pleafing ; and I now find in 
my forty- fifth year many pranks and pleafantries 
very coldly received, which have formerly filled a 
whole room with jollity and exultation. I have 
learned at lafi:, that gaiety muft be fupported by 
higher qualities ; and that mirth can only pleafe 
long as the efHorefcence of an exalted mind loved 
for its luxuriance, but efleemed for its folidity. 
I am 

* Pap I Lius. 
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SIR, 

^ YAving been long accuftomed to retire an- 
'^^ noally £rom the town in the fummer 
"- -^ mondis, I lately accepted the invitation 
EmgniOf who has an eftate and feat in a diftant 
mnty. As we were unwilling to travel without 
ipiovenienty we turned often from the diredt 
ad to pleafe ourfelves with the view of nature or 
'art, examined every wild mountain and medici- 
d ^ring, critidfed every edifice, contemplated 
my ruin that was to be found on either hand, and 
ampared every fcene of a£tion with the narratives 
Fhifbrians. By this fucceilion of amufements we 
^ed the cxcrcife of travelling witiiout t\\Seivtv^ 
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the fadgoe ; and had nothing to regret, but that^ 
by a progrefs fo leifarely and gentle, we mifled the 
adventtires of a poft-chaiie, the pleaiiirq of alarm- 
ing villages with the tumult of our paflage, and 
of difguiiing our iniignificancy by the dignity of 
hurry* 

The firft week after our arrival at Smgeniii 
hoofe was pailed in receiving vifits from his neigli- 
bours, who crouded about him with all the ea- 
gemeTs of benevolence ; fome impatient to lean 
the news of the court and town, that they might 
be qualified by authentic information to dictate to 
the rural politicians on the next bowling day ; and 
others defirous of his intereil to accommodate dif- 
putes, or of his advice in the fettlement of their 
fortunes^ and the marriage of their children. 



The civilities which we had received were fo(« 
to be returned ; and I paiTed fome time with great 
iatisfa^on in roving through the country, and 
viewing the ieats, gardens, and plantations, which 
were fcattered over it. My pleafiure would indeed 
have been greater, had I been ibmedmes allowed 
to wander in a park or wildemefs alone ; bat to 
appear as the friend of Eugexio, was an hononr nofe 
to be enjoyed without fome inconveniencies. So J 
much was every one fodidtous for my regard, diat I ^ 
could feldom efcape to foHtude, or fteal » moment 

horn 
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from the emnladon of complaifance, and the vigi- 
Jance of offidoufoeis. 

In thefe rambles of good neighbourhood we 
frequently pailed by a houfe of unufual magnifi- 
cence ; which, while I had my curiofity yet dif- 
tradled among many objefls, did not much attra)5l 
my obfervation. But in a (hort time I could not 
forbear furveying it with particular notice ; for the 
length of the wall which enclofed the gardens, 
and the canals^ of which I could obtain fome 
elimpfes through the walks from Eugenio^s win- 
dow, gave me reafon to expc'dl more grandeur 
and beauty than I had yet feen in that province. 
J therefore enquired of Eugenio, as we rode by it, 
why we never, amongft our excurfions, fpent an 
hour where there was fuch appearance of fplen- 
dour uid afHucnce. Eugenio told me, that the feat 
which I fo much admired, was commonly called 
in the country the hatmteJ houfi ; and that no vifits 
were paid there by any of the gentlemen whom I 
had yet feen. As the haunts of incorporeal beings 
are generally ruinous, neglected, and defolate, I 
eafily conceived ^at there was fomething to be 
explained ; and therefore told him, that I fuppo- 
fed it was only fairy ground, and that we might 
venture upon it by day-light without danger. The 
danger, iays he, is indeed only that of appearing 
to folicit the acquaintance of a man, with whom 
it is not poffible to converfe without infamy, ^ccw^ 

Vol. VL L \n\^o 
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who has driven from him by his infolence or ma- 
Jignity every man who can live withoat him. 

Our converfation was then accidentally inter- 
rupted ; but my inquifidve humour being now 
in motion, I did not reft without a full account of 
this newly -difcovered prodigy. I was foon in- 
formed, that the fine houfe and fpacious gardens 
were haunted by 'Squire Blufier-, of whom it was I 
very eafy to learn the character, iincc no body had , 
regard for him fufficient to hinder t}iem ftom, telling 
whatever they could difcover, 

^Squire Biufier is defccnded of an ancient liwiily. 
The eftate which his ancellors ha^ immemoriallj 
pofFefTed, was much augmented by Captain Mbtfiir^ 
who ferved under Drake in the reign o£ Eiijfhetbi 
and the Bluflers, who were before only petty gentle- 
men, have from that time frequently xeprefented 
tlie fhire in parliaipent, been chofen to prefent adr 
drefTes, and given laws at huntingrmatches and 
races. They were eminently hofpitable and po- 
pular, till the father of this gentleman dyed of a 
fever, which he caught in the croud of an ele£Hon. 
His lady dyed foon after him ; and left the heir, 
then only ten years old, to the care of his grand* a 
mother ; who would not fufFer him to be coi» 
trolled, becaufe fhe could not bear to hear him ciy^ 
iind never fent him to fchool, bccaufe (lie could not 
live wfthou; his cpmpany, ^Va\a»^x\vim^W«. 
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ever, very early to infyeSt the ileward*s accoants, 
to dog the btttler from the cellar, and to catch the 
Servants at a junket i fo that he was at the age of 
eighteen a complete mafter of all the lower arts of 
domeilic policy. He had often, in the road, de- 
teded combinations between the coachman and 
the oilier,' and had procured the difcharge of nine- 
teen m^ds for illicit correfpondence with cottagers 
and chairwomen. 

By the dpponbhides of parfimony which mino- 
rity affords, and which the probity of his guar- 
dians had diligendy improved, a very large fum 
of money was accumulated ; and he found him- 
felf, when he took his affairs into his own hands; 
die richeft man in the county. It has been long 
the cuftom of this family, to celebrate the heir's 
completion of his twenty-firfl year, by an enter- 
tainment ; at which the houfe is thrown open to all 
that are inclined to enter it, and the whole pro* 
vince flocks together as to a general feftivity. On 
this occafion young Blufter exhibited the firfl to- 
kens of his future eminence, by fhaking his purie 
at an old gentleman^ who had been the moft inti- 
mate friend of his father, and offering to wager a 
greater fum than he could afford to venture ; a 
praAice with which he has at one time or other 
infulted every freeholder within ten miles round 
him. 
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His.next 2,€t of offence wais exerted in a con* 
tentious and fpiteful vindicadon of the privileges 
of his manors, and a vigorous and rekndefs pro* 
fecution of every man that piefamed to violate his 
game. As he happens to have no eftate adjoining 
equal to his own, his oppreflions are often bon 
without refifbince for fear of a long fuit ; of which 
he delights to count the expences, without the leaft 
folicitude about the event; for he knows, that 
where nothing but an honorary right is contefted, 
the poorer antagonift miift always fuffer, whaterer 
ihall be the laft decifion of the law. 

By the fuccefs of fome of thefe difputes, he has 
fo elated his infolence, and, by refledion upon the 
general hatred which they have brought upon him, 
fo irritated his virulence, that his whole life is 
fpent in meditating or executing mifchief. It is 
his common pradlice to procure the hedges to be 
broken in the night, and to demand fatisfk6tion 
for the damages which his grounds have fuffered 
from his neighbour's catde. An old widow was 
yeflerday folicidng Eugenio to enable her to re« 
plcvin her cow, then in the pound by ^Squire 
Blufter'% order, who had fent one of his agents to 
take advantage of her calamit)', and perfuade her 
to fell her cow at an under rate. He has driven a 
day-labourer from his cottage, for gathering black- 
berries in a hedge for his children ; and has now 
an old woman in the coonty-^ail for a trefpafi 
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wbkh ihe committedy by coming into his grounds 
to pick np acomt for her fow. 

Money, in whatever hands, will confer power. 
Difbefs will fly to immediate refuge, without much 
coniideradon of remote confequences. Blufter has 
therefore a defpotic authority in many families 
whom he has aflifted on prefUng occa£ons with 
larger fums than they can eafily repay. The only 
vifits that he makes, are to thefe houfes of misfor- 
tune I where he enters with the infolence of abfo« 
hite command, enjoys their terroin^, exads their 
obedience, riots at their charge, and, in the height 
of his joy, infults the father with menaces, and the 
daughters with obfcenity. 

He is of late fomewhat lefs ofienfive : for one 
of his debtors, after gentle expofhilations, by. which 
he was only irritated to grolTer outrage, feized 
him by the fleeve, led him trembling into the 
court-yard, and clofed the door upon him in a 
• ftormy night. He took his ufual revenge next 
morning by a writ ; but the debt was dilcharged 
by the afliilance of Eugenio, 

It is his rule to fufFcr his tenants to owe him 
rent ; becaufe, by this indulgence, he fecurcs to 
himfelf the power of feizure, whenever he has an 
inclination to amufe himfelf with calamity, and 
feafthis ears with entreaties and lamenXaldoi^. X^x. 
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Us he is (bmetiines capricionfly liberal to 
whom he happens to adopt as favourites, ai 
his lands at a cheap rate, his farms are neve 
unoccupied ; and when one is mined by oppi 
the poffibility of better fortune quickly lure 
ther to fupply his place. 

Such is the life of 'Squire Bltifter ; a n 
whofe power fortune has liberally placed the 
of happineis, but who has defeated all her g 
their end by the depravity of his mind, 
wealthy without followers ; he is magnificent 
out witnefles ; he has birth without alliance 
influence without dignity. His neighbours 
him as a brute, his dependants dread him 
opprefTor, and he has only the gloomy cc 
of refledUng, that, if he is hated, he is Ml 
feared/ 
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'Moveat cornicula rifum 



FurtMs nudata coloribus, 

Hon. 



AMong the innumerable pra6Uces by which 
intereft or envy have taught thofe who 
live upon literary fame to difhirb each o- 
ther at their airy banquets, one of the moft com- 
mon is the charge of plagiarifm. When the force 
and propriety of a new comppiition can no longer 
be contefted, and malice is compelled to give way 
to the unanimity of applaufe, there is yet an ex-r 
pedient to be tried by which the author may be 
degraded, though his work be reverenced ; and 
the excellence which we cannot obfcure, may be 
fet at fuch a diftance, as not to overpower our 
fainter luflre. 

This accufation is dangerous ; becaufe, even 
when it is falie, it may be fometimes urged with 
probability. Bruyere declares, that we are come 
into the world too late to produce any thing new , 
that nature and life are preoccupied, and that de- 
icription and fentiment have been \oivg Qx\v.?L\3iSu&^. 
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It is indeed certain, that whoever writes uf 
common topic, will find many unexpected 
dences of his thoughts with thofe of other i 
nor can the niceft judgment always diftingi 
cidental fimilitude fron^ artfid imitation. 1 
likewife a common flock of images, a fettle 
of arrangement, and a beaten track of tra 
which all authors fuppofe themfelves at lit 
ufe, and which produce the refemblance gc 
obfervable among contemporaries; fo tl 
books which htSt deierve the name of or 
there is litde new beyond the difpofition of 
rials already provided : the fame ideas and 
nations of ideas have been long in the po0e 
other hands ; gnd as the Romans, by refb 
every man his own, muft have returned t 
cots from the pofTefiion of the world, fo th 
inventive and fertile genius would reduce hi 
to a few pages. Yet the writer who i 
his predeceilors only, by fumifhing himiel 
thoughts and elegancies out of the fame | 
magazine of literature, can with little mo 
priety be reproached as a plagiary, than the 
teft can be cenfured as a mean copier of jff. 
fFrert, hecaufe he digs his marble from th 
quarry, fqnaies his Hones by the fame ar 
unites them in colunms of the fame orders. 

Many fubjedls fall under the confideratio 
writer, which, being limited by watvire, c 
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oiit Qtlf of fligbt and accidental diverfities. All 
definidons of the fame thing moft he nearly the 
tunc; and defcriptionst which are definitions of 
a more lax and fancifbl kind, mnft always have in 
ibme degree tha( refemblance to each which they 
both have to the objeft. Different poets defcribing 
the fpring or the fea, would mention the zephyrs 

. and the flowers, l}ie billows and the rocks ; and 
lefleding on hwnan life, would, without any com« 
mimication of opinions, lament the dcceitfulnefs 
(tf liope, the fugacity of pleafure, the fragility of 
beanty* and the frequency of calamity ; and, as 
the palUadves of thofemiferies, they would concur 
in recommending idndnefs, temperance, caution, 
and fortitude. When therefore there are found in 

, /7/^7andH9ri7C/twofinularpaflages, 



Hie tibi erunt artes- 



Farcere fvhjtSit et dehellare fuferho s ■ ' ■■ 
Lnperet iellante^rior, jacentem 
Lutij in hofiem^ 

k is fiirdy not neceilary to fuppofe with a late 
critic, diat one is copied from die other ; iince 
neither Virgil mx Horaci can be fuppofed ignorant 
of the common duties of humanity, and the virtue 
of moderation in fucccis. 

Gctro and OwVhave on very difFet^nt occaXvoxv^ 
Vol, VL M x^maJ^^^^^ 
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remarked how little of the hotioar of a vi^i 
longs to the general, when his foldiers and hk 
tune have made their deductions ; yet why (1 
0*uU be fufpeded to have owed to Tu/fy a the 
which has perhaps occurred to every man th: 
feen or heard of military hoooors ? 

Tuify obferves of Jchi/is, that had not j 
written, his valour had been without praife. 
J/ias ilia extitiffet, idem tumulus fui corpus eju 
texeraf, nomen ^us obrtaffet, Horace oh{ervcs 
fame manner, that there were brave men I 
the wars of Troy, but they were loft in ob 
for want of a poet. 

Vixere fortes ante Ag a mx mnona 

Multi ; fed omnes illacrymahiles 

Urgentur, ignotique longa 

NoSe, carent quia 'vatefacro. 

Tully enquires, in the fame oration, wh) 
for fame, we difhirb a fhort life with fo ma: 
tigues ? ^id eft quod in hoc tarn exiguo <vita 
€ulo et tam hrevi^ tantis nos in lahoribus exercd 
Horace enquires in the fame manner, 

^idbrevi fortes jaculamur a'vo 
Multa ? 
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len our life is of £> ihort duration, why we 
m fuch numerous deiigns ? fiut Horace, as well 
Tu/fy, might dJlfcover, that records are needful 
preferve the memory of adlions, and that no 
ords were fo durable as poems ; he might £nd 
, SLS well as Tu/fy, that life is fhort, and that 
confume it in onneceiTary embarrajQinents. 

There are other flowers of fifUon (b widely fcat- 
>d, and fo eafily cropped, that it is fcarcely juft 
:ax the ufe.of them as an ad by which any par- 
liar writer is defpoiled of his garland : for they 
y be faid to have been planted by the ancients, 
the open road of poetry, for the accommoda- 
a of their fucceiTors, and to be the right of eve- 
one that has art to pluck them without injuring 
ir colours or their fragancc. The paflage of 
ffheus to hell, widi his recovery and fecond lofs 
Eutydicey have been defcribed after Boetius by 
)e^ in fuch a manner as might jufUy leave him 
pedled of imitation, were not the images fuch 
they might both have derived from more ancient 
iters. 

^<e fontes agltant metn 
XJltrices fcekrum dea. 
Jam moefta lacrymis madent\ 
2^ on Ixionium caput 
Felox pracipitat rota^ 
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Thy ftone, O Sj(/^lmt ftands ftill. 
Zrro« refis upon his wheel* 
And the pale ijpe&res dance ! 
The furies fink upon their iron beds. 

Tambm, nHncinutry MtUtir 
Vmbrarum miferans ait ■ ■■■ 
J)onemus comitem «viro 
JSmtaPt f ermine c§fp^gem^ 

tie fung, and hell confented 

To hear the poet'a jprayar ; 
Stem Proferpine relented. 

And ^ave him back the fair* 

Heu^ na^s frofe terminofp 
Orpheus Eurydicen faam 
Fidit, per£dity §ccidit. 

But foon, too foon, the lover turns his eyes t 
Again {he falls, again fhe dies, fhe dies ! 

No writer can be fully convifted of imitation, 

except there is a concurrence of more refemblances 

than can be imagined to have happened by chance; 

as where the fame ideas arc conjoined without any 

natural feries or coherexic^ •, Kit ^Vitte^ not only the 
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thought, bnt the woidt are cqraed. Thns it csa 
fcarcely be doubted, that inihe firflof the follow- 
ing pailages Pffpi remembered Owd^ and that in 
^e fecond he copied CraJbarM, 

S^tpe fater dixit ^ ftudium quid inutili tent as f 
Maomdes nuRas Ifjk niiquit opis. ■ 

Bfontefud carmiti numeros *venieiat ad apt^s^ 
£t fMd CMobar/criierf, mtrfuf trat^ 

I left no calling for this idle trade ; 
No dot/ broke, no father difobey*d v 
While yet a child, ere yet a fool to fame, 
■ I lifp''d in numbers, for the numbers came* 



-This jdain floor. 



Beliere me, Header, can fay no more 

Than many a braver marble can. 

Here lies a truly honeil man. Cra^Haw. 

This modell ftbne, what few vab marbles can, 
May truly fay. Here lies an honeft man. 

Conceits or thoughts not immediately imprefs* 
ed by feniible objefls, or necelBuily arifing from 
the coalition or comparifon of ufual fentiments, 
may be with great juHice fufpe^ed whenever they 
are found a fecond time. Thus Wtdkr probably 
owed to Grotius an elegant coaplimcnk 
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Here lies the learned SaviPa heir,u - t 

So early wHc, and lafUng fair ; 
That none, except her years they told. 
Thought her a child, or thought her old. 

Ufttca lux fecUy genitoris gloriay 'nemo 

• ■ - . » . 

^uem puerum^ nemo credi^t ejfe fenem* 

And Friof* was indebted for 2 beautifid illnftnu 
tion to Alleyne's ppetical hiftpry of Henry VII. 

For noughf but light itfelf, itfelf can ihow ; 
And only kings can write what kings can 60. 

AllbynBi 

Your mufic's power, • your moiic muft difclofe j 
For what- light is, 'tis only light that fhows. 

And with yet more certainty may the fame writer 
be cenfured, for endeavouring the clandeftine ap- 
propriation of a thought which he borrowed, fure- 
ly without thinking himfelf disgraced, from an 
epigram of Plato^ 

T« lldL<pin TO KATOTTTpV ' i'TtH T0« yXv Opotoflat/ 

Venusy take the votive glafs ; 
Since 1 Sai not what I was \ 
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What from this day I fhall be, 
Venusy let me never fee* 

As not every mibnce of iimilitude can be con« 
fidered as a proof of imitation, fo not every imi- 
tation ought to be ftigmadzed as plagiarifm. The 
adoption of a noble fentiment, or the inferdon of 
a borrowed ornament, may fometimes difplay fo 
much judgment as may almoft compenfate for in- 
vention ; and an inferior genius may, without any 
imputation of iervility, purfue the path of the an- 
cients, provided he declines to tread in their foot- 
Heps. 



N<»i44. 
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> ■ ■ ■ V ^flmiilii arcum 
Frifffiiit cmUnmi qtuttu^ fenmfi Ibmih^ 
Et cum nndtJH fmf^ dumtat doUas ; 
Et Ji non aUfua mcmffis^ morhms ejes, 

• 

IT is impoflible to mingle in any converfiuioii 
without obferving the difficulty with which ft 
new name makes its way into the world. Hie 
firft appearance of any excellence unites multi- 
tudes againft it ; unexpeded oppofition riies up oa 
every fide ; the celebrated and the obfcare join ii 
the confederacy ; fubdlty ftimifhes arms to impn- 
dcnce, and invention leads on credulity. 

The ftrength and unanimity of this alliance is , 
not eaiily conceived. It might be expe&ed, thftt 
no man ihould fufFer his heart to be enflamed widi 
malice, but by injuries ; that none fhould bufy him* 
felf in contefling the pretenfions of another, but 
where fome right of his own was involved in the ' 
gueflion ; and that at lead hofHlides conunenced 
without caufe, {hould cjuvdd^ c«^<&\ that the ar- 
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lilies of malignity ihould foon difpeHe, when no 
common interefl could be found to hold them to- 
gether 1 and that the attack upon a rifing cha- 
rter ihould be left entirely to thofe who had 
R»iething to hope or fear from the event. 

The hazards of thofe that afpire to eminence, 
would be much diminifhed if they had none but 
acknowledged rivals to encounter. Their enemies 
would then be few, and, what is of yet greater im- 
portance, would be known. But what caution is 
Rifilcient to ward off the blows of invifible affail- 
ants ? or what force can (land againfl unintermit- 
ted violence, and a continual fucceflion of ene- 
mies ? Yet fuch is the flate of the world, that no 
(boner can any man emerge from the croud, and 
fix the eyc$ of the public upon him, than he (lands 
as a mark to the arrows of lurking calumny ; and 
receives, in the tumult of hoilility, from diflant and 
from nameleis hands, wounds not always eafy to be 
cured. 

It is indeed probable, that the firA onfet againfl 
the candidates for renown, is origindly incited by 
thofe who imagine themfelve^ in danger of fuffer- 
ing by their fuccefs : but when war is Oftce decla- 
red, volunteers flock to the flandard, multitudes 
follow the camp only for want of employment, and 
flying fquadrons are difperfed to every part ; {o 
pleafed with an opportunity of mifchief, tkoX tlx^^ 

Vol. VI. N Vi\\ 
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toil without profpedl of praife, and pillage 
hope of profit. 

When any man has endeavoured to 
diiUndUon, he may eafUy convince him: 
long his claim is likely to remain unackno' 
by wandering for a few days from one pla 
fort to another. He will be furprifed to h 
felf cenfured where he could not expedl 
been named ; he will find himfelf perfeci: 
the utmoft acrimony of malice, by thoie i 
never could have offended ; and perhaps 
invited to an aflbciation againfl himfelf, or 
to as a witnefi of his own infamy. 

As diere are commonly to be found in 
vice of envy, men of every diveriity of ter 
degree of underflanding, calumny is dif 
every art and method of propagation. N 
toogrofs or too refined, too cruel or too tr 
be pradtifed. Very little regard is had to 
of honourable hoftility ; but every weapc 
counted lawful; and thofe that cannot 
thruft at life, are content to keep them: 
play with petty malevolence, to teaze wi 
blows and impotent difhirbance. 

Bat as the induftry of obfervation has 
the moft mifcellaneous and confufed affc 
into prop&: clafTes, and tanged the infed 
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fummer, that torment Us with their drones or 
I ilingSy by their feveral tribes ; the perfecutors of 

merit, notwithfbmding their number, may be like-* 
"" wife commodionfly diftinguifhed into roarers, whif' 
_ perers, and moderators. 

The roarer is an enemy rather terrible than 
dangerous. He has commonly no other qualifica- 
tions for a champion of controverfy, than a hard- 
ened front and ftrong voice. He feldom has fo 
much defire to confute as to iilence : he depends, 
therefore, rather upon vociferation than argument; 
and has very little care to adjufl one part of his 
accufation to another, to preferve decency in his 
language, or probability in his narratives. He 
has always a flore of reproachful epithets and con- 
temptuous appellations, ready to be produced as 
occafion may require, which by conflant ufe he 
pours out with refiftlefs volubility. If the wealth 
of a trader is mentioned, he without hefitation de- 
votes him to bankruptcy; if the beauty and ele- 
gance of a lady be commended, he wonders how 
the town can fall in love with ruflic deformity ; if 
^ a new performance of a rifmg genius happens to 
be celebrated, he pronounces the writer a hopelefs 
ideot, without knowledge of books or life, and 
without the underflanding by which it muft be ac- 
quired. His exaggerations are generally without 
cffe&. upon thofe whom he compels to hear them : 
and though it will fometimes happcTi> t]l\^X.X^^ ^^- 
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moroas are awed by his violence, and that thexre 
dolous miftake his confidence for knowledge ; yc 
the opinions which he endeavours to foppreii 
commonly recover their former fbength, as th 
trees that bend to the tempeft ereGt themfelves a 
gain when its force is paft. 

The whifperer is more dangeroos. He eafil 
gains attention by a foft addrefs, and excites curio 
fity by an air of importance. As fecrets are nc 
to be made cheap by promifcooos publication^ h 
calls afeled^ audience about him, and gratific 
their vanity with an appearance of truft, by con 
municating his intelligence in a low voice. Of tb 
trader he can tell, that though he feems to manag 
a very extenfive commerce, talks in high terms c 
the funds, and has a conndng-honfe crouded wit 
clerks and porters ; yet his wealth is not equal t 
his reputation ; he has lately fuffered much b; 
the mifcarriage of an expenfive projedt, and had 
greater ihare than is publicly acknowledged in th 
rich (hip that perifhed by the fbrm. Of the beaut 
he has litde to fay ; but that they who fee her i 
a morning, do not difcover all the graces whid 
are admired in the paric. Of the writer he cai 
teU with great certainty, that though the excel 
lence of the work be inconteftable, he can jufti; 
daim but a fmall part of the reputation ; that h 
owed moft of the ihining images and elevated fen 
timents to the kindneis of a fcccet friend i and thai 
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the accuracy and eqaality of the ftyle was produ* 
ced by the fucceifive corredtion of the chief critict 
of the age. 

Every man is pleafed with imagining, that he 
knows fomething not yet commonly divulged ; and 
therefore fecret hiftory eafily gains credit : but 
it is for the mod part believed only while it is dr- 
culated in whifpen, and when once it comes to be 
openly told, is openly confuted. 

The mott pernicious enemy, is the man of mo* 
deration. Without any intereft in the queftion, or 
any motive but honefl curiofity, this impartial and 
zealous enquirer after truth, is ready to hear what- 
ever can be urged on either iide, and always dif- 
poied to kind interpretations and favourable opi- 
nions. He has indeed heard the trader's affairs 
reported with great variation ; and, after a diligent 
companfon of the evidence, concludes itmoft pro- 
bable, that the i^lendid fuperifarudure of bufinefi 
and credit being originally built upon a narrow ba- 
Em, has lately been found to totter; but between 
dilatory payment and bankruptcy, there is a great 
diflance ; many merchants have fupported them- 
felves by expedients for a time, without any final 
injury to their creditors ; what is bit by one ad- 
venture, may be recovered by another ; and no 
man, however prudent, can fecure himfelf againil 
the failure of correipondents. He \>e\\tw^^« ^"dX 
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a young lady, pleafed with admiration^ and defiroos 
to make perfed what is ah^ady excellent, may 
heighten fome of her charms by artificial improve 
ments ; but furely moft of her beauties muft be ge- 
nuine ; and who can fay that he is wholly what he 
endeavours to appear ? The author he knows to 
be a man of application : and though perhaps he 
does not fparkle with the fire of Homer ; yet he has 
the judgment to difcover his own deficiencies, and 
to fupply them by the help of others ; and in his 
opinion modefty is a quality fo amiable and {o rare, 
that it ought to find a patron where-ever it appears, 
and may jufUy be preferred by the public fu^ge 
to petulant wit and oftentatious literature. 

He who thus difcovers failings with unwilling- 
nefs, and extenuates the fauks which cannot be 
denied, puts an end at once to doubt or vindica- 
tion. His hearers repofe upon his candour and 
veracity, and admit the charge without allowing 
the excufe. 

Such are the arts by which the envious, the idle, 
the peevifh, and the thoughtleis, obftrudl that worth 
which they cannot equal ; and by artifices thus 
eafy, thus fordid, and thus deteflable, is induiby 
defeated, beauty blafted, and genius deprefifed. 

A »^--'' , ' .-' ^*- '♦'■ \ 
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Nonjipriores Mtgonius tenet 
Sedes Homerusy Findarica latent y 
Ceaqufy et Alcai minaces, 
Stejichorique graces camcena. 



HOR. 



r T is allowed by thofe who have confidered the 
I conflitution of fociety, that the vocations and 
^ employments of the leaft dignity are generally 
* the moft apparent ufe ; that the meaneft artifan 
: manu^dlurer contributes more to the accommo- 
ition of life, than the profound fcholar and ar- 
unentative theorifl; and that the public would 
ffer lefs immediate inconvenience ixom the ba- 
ihment of philofophers, than from the extindion 
' any common trade. 

Some have been fo forcibly ftruck with thl^ ob- 
rvation, that they have, in the firft warmth of 
leir difcovery, thought it reafbnable to alter the 
>mmon meafures of regard : they have condemn- 
i mankind of univerfal ingratitude, and imagine 
iUce tq exadl, that thofc by whom vr^ axt tRssSt 
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benefited fhould be moil honoured : for what bet- 
ter title can be produced to praife and veneration, 
than fuccefsful labour for the good of others; and 
what labour can be more ufefiil than that whidi 
procures to families and communities thoie necefla- 
ries which fupply the wants of nature, or thoTe 
conveniencies by which eafe, fecurity^ and ele- 
gance are conferred ? 

This is one of the innumerable opinions which 
the firft attempt to reduce them into pradice cer- 
tainly deftroys. If we eftimate dignity by uiefiil- 
nefs, agriculture is undoubtedly the firft and no- 
blefl fcience. Yet we fee the plough driven, the 
clod broken, the manure fpread, the feeds feat- 
teredy and the harvefl reaped, by men whom thofe 
that feed upon their induftry, will never beperfiia* 
ded to admire for their wifdom, or admit into the 
fame rank with heroes, or with fages ; and who, 
after all the confefilons which truth may extort in 
favour of their occupation, muft be for ever con- 
tent to fill up the lowed clafs of the commonwealth, 
to form the bafe of the pyramid of fubordinadon, 
and to lye buried in obfcurity themfelves, while 
they fupport all that is fplendid, conipicuoos, or 
exalted. 

It will therefore be difcovered upon a clofer in- 
fpedlion, that this part of the condudl of mankind 
is by no means contrary to reafon or equity. The 
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lompences of honour and celebration are propor- 
Oied at once to the ufe and difficulty of perform- 
:esy and are properly adjufted by comparifon of 
; mental and corporeal abilities, which they ap- 
ir to require. That work, however neceflary, 
ich is carried on only by mufcular ftrength and 
nual dexterity, is not of equal efteem in the con- 
^ration of rational beings, with the taiks that 
:rcife the intellednal powers, and require the 
Lve vigour of imagination, or the gradual and 
oriou? invefligations of reafon. 

The merit of all manual occupations feems to 
minate in the inventor $ and furely the firft ages 
inot be charged with negled^ of thoie who civi- 
>d barbarians, and taught them how to fecure 
:mfelves from cold and hunger. But thefe atts 
:e difcovered by philofophy, and facilitated by 
>elience, are afterwards pra6Hfed with very lit- 
afltilance iirom the faculties of the foul ; nor is 
f thing necclTary to the regular diicharge of thefe 
erior duties, beyond that rude obfervation which 
I moft /luggifh intellefls may attaiA, and that 
luftry which the ftimulations of neceffity natural- 
enforce. 

Yet though the refufal of ftatues and panegyrics 
thofe who have employed only their hands and 
t in the fervice of mankind may be eafily jufti- 
J, I am hr from intending to iiv^X^ ^^ ^e.\.v\- 
1^0 is. VL O \^^^^^ 
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lance of pride, to juftify the fuperciliouj 
grandeur, or to intercept any part of tkat 
ncfs and benevolence which, by the privi 
their common nature, one man may jufti 
from another. 

That it would be neither wife nor juft 
coors^ the hufbandman, the labourer, die 
or the fmith, is eafily difcovered, and g< 
granted. But there is another race of being: 
ly obfcure and equally indigent, who, 
dieir ufefidnefs is fomewhat lefs obvious tc 
appreheniions, are fuffered tO' live unre^ 
and to dye unpitied ; and who have been h 
pofed to infult without a defender, and to 
without an apologift. 

The authors of LonJon were formerly co 
by Simft at feveral thoufands ; and there is : 
reafon for fufpediing that their number is 
fed. Of thefe only a very few can be faid 
duce^ or endeavour to produce new ideas, 
tend any principle of fcience, or offer to tl 
gination any nncoamion train of images, • 
texture of events. The reft, however lal 
however arrogant, can only be confidered 
drudges of the pen, the manufacturers of 
ture ; who have fet up for authors, either * 
without a regular initiation ; and^ like othe: 
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rsj have no other care thanXo deliver their tale 
wares s^ the ftated time. 

It has been formerly imagined, that he who in- 
ids the entertainment or inllru&ion of others, 
ift feel in himfelf fome peculiar impulfe of ge- 
15 ; that he ^inuft watch the happy minutes in 
lich his genius is excited, and in which he feels 
nfelf elevated with nobler fentiments, enlight- 
ed with clearer views, and invigorated with 
onger comprehenfion ; that he muft carefully 
e€t his thought, andpoUih his.expreffions ; and 
nfider hixnfdlf a| railing a monument of learning, 
lich nether tLpoe nor envy fliall be able to de** 
oy. 



t - 



Sat the puthors whom I am now endeavouring 
recommend to notice, have been too long Hfock- 
ffd in the wiys rfmeuy to indulge the chimerical 
EXbition of praife or immortality. They have fel- 
>m any other claim to the trade of writing, than 
at they have tried fome other without fuccefs ; 
ey perceive no particular fummons to compofi* 
>n, except the found of the clock ; they have no 
her rule than the law or the fafhion for admii- 
ag their thoughts or reje^ng them ; and about 
le opinion of pofterity they have little folicitude, 
»r their produ^ons are feldom intended to remain 
I the world longer than a week. 
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That iuch authors are not to be ie#aFded widi 
praife, is evident ; ilnce nothing can be admired 
when it ceafes to exift. But furely though they 
cannot afplre to honooTy they may be exempted 
from ignominy, and adopted into that 'order of 
men which deferves our kindnefs, though not our 
reverence. Thofe papers of the day, Utit ephemera 
of learning, have ufes oten more adequate to die 
purpofes of common life, than thofe ofmore pom- 
pous and more durable volumes.' If it is netefiaiy 
for every man to be rather acquainted ^^th kis con- 
temporaries, than with paft generatidms ; and to 
know the events which may immediately afieA lub 
fortune or his quiet, than the revolutibfis of an- 
cient kingdoms, in which he has neither pofleffiov 
nor expectations ; if it be pleafing tQ hear of the 
preferment and difmiflion of ftateimen, tiie biilJi 
of heirs, and the marriage of beauties ; the hnm- 
ble compiler of journals and gazettes, muft be con- 
fidered as a liberal difpenfer of beneficial know- 
ledge. 

Even the abridger and tranilator, though their 
labours cannot be accounted equally neceiTary with 
thofe of the diurnal hiftoriographer, yet muft not 
be rafhly doomed to fuppreffion. Every fize of 
readers requires a genius correfpondent to their ca- 
pacity. Some minds are overpowered by fplen- 
dour of fentiment, as fome eyes are offended by a 
glaring light i thefe will gUdLy CQutemj^late an au- 
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thor in a ver^n or imitation, as we look without 
pain upon the fun in the water* Others delight in 
epitomes, becanfe they want room in their memo- 
ries in long details, and content themfelves with 
tffeGts without enquiring after caufes. 

As every writer has lus ufe, every writer ought 
to have his patrons : and fince Ao man, however 
high he may now ftand, can be certain, that he 
ihall not be foon thrown down from his elevation 
by critidim or caprice, the common intereft of 
learning requires, that writers ihould ceafe from 
inteftine hoftilities 1 and, inftead of facrificing each 
odier to inudiee and ocwteinpt, endeavour to avert 
perfecation from the meaneft of their fimtemity. 



No 146, 
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Sunt illic duo^ trefve^ qtd rtvohvant 
Jfoftrarum tineas ineptiarum: 
Sedcum fponfio, fahuLequt laffk 
Di Scorpo fkmnty et Indtat9. 

Makt. 



NOne of the proje^ Qr defigns which exac« 
jpife the mind of man^ are equally fiihjci^ 
to obflra^ons and difappointments with 
the purfuit of fame. Riches cannot eaiily be de^ 
nied to them who have fomething of greater ?a- 
lue to offer in exchange. He whofe fortune is en- 
dangered by litigation, cannot refufe to augment 
the wealth of the lawyer; he whofe days are 
darkened by languor, or whofe nerves are excni- 
ciated by pain, is compelled to pay tribute to the 
fcience of healing. But praife may be always re- 
fufed without inconvenience. When once a man 
has made celebrity neceffary to his happineis, he 
has put it in the power of the weakefl and moft ti- 
morous malignity, if not to take away his fadsfec- 
tion, at lead to with-hold it. Pride may be indulged 
by airy negligence, ani ui^c^ ^^\i^cd by qjiiet 



^«i46. The RAMBLER. m 

icutrality. They that could never have injured a 
haradter by invedives^ may combine to annihilate 
: by iilence ; as the women of Rome threatened to 
ut an end to conqueft and dominion, by fupplying 
o children lo the conunonwealth. 

When a writer haS| with long toil of refearch, 
roduced a work intended to burfl upon mankind 
ith unexpeded Inftre, and withdraw the atten- 
on of the learned world fix>m any other object of 
lamination, he is feldom contented to wait long 
ithout the enjoyment of his new praifes ; but 
alks out, like a monarch in difguife, to learn the 
arious opinions of his headers, with an imagina- 
on filled with his own importance. Prepared to 
;aft upon admiration, compofed to encounter cen- 
tres without emotion, and determined not to fuf- 
;r his own quiet to be injured by a fenfibility too 
xqoifite either of praife or blame, but to laugh 
idi equal contempt at trivial objedions and inju- 
icious commendations, he enters the places of 
ablic refort, fits down to hb tea in an obfcure 
3mer, and, while he appears to examine a file of 
ariquated journals, catches the converfation of 
le whole room. Heliftens and hears no men- 
on of his book ; he therefore fuppofes that he has 
ifappointed his curiofity by delay ; and that as 
ten of learning naturally began their converfation 
ith fuch a wonderful novelty, they had digrefied 
> other fttbjeds before his arnvil* TV^ ^m^^aK^] 
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difperfesy and their places are foppOed by 
who are equally ignorant, or equally carelefs 
fkme expedtation hurries him to another ; 
torn which the fame difappointment drivi 
foon away. His impatience then grows y 
and tumultuous ; he ranges over the towr 
reftlcfs curiofity, and hears in one quartei 
cricket-match, in another of a pick-pock 
told by fome of an unexpeded bankruptcy, 
thers of a tnrtle-feaft ; or is fometiaies pre 
by importunate enquiries after the white be 
the dancing dog; he is afterwards entres 
give his judgment upon a wager about the 
of the monument ; he is invited to fee a fo< 
in the adjacent villages, defired to read a lu( 
advertifement, or confulted about the moft ei 
method of making enquiry after a favourit 
He finds the whole world bulled in affairs, 
he thinks below the notice of reafonable ere 
and which are neverthelefs fufHcient to wit 
all regard from his labours and his merits. 

He re(blves at laft to violate his own m< 
and to recal the talkers from their folly by 
quiry after himfelf. He finds every one pr 
with an anfwer. One has feen the work 
tifed, but never met with any that had read : 
other has been (6 often impofed upon by fp 
titles, that he never buys a book till its char: 
cSablilbed j a tluxd wond^is v^Vv^x. ^wy m: 
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|iope *.to produce after fo many writers of greater 
eminence ; another has enquired after the author, 
but can hear no account of him, and therefore 
iufpe«5ls the name to be £diitious ; and another 
Icnows him to be a man condemned by indigence 
to write too frequently what he docs not under- 
iland. 

Many are the confblations with which the un^ 
iiappy author endeavours to allay his vexation, and 
fortify his patience. He has written with too little 
indulgence to the underilanding of common read- 
ers : he has ^Uen upon an age in which falfe taflc 
univerfally prevails ; in which all regard to folid 
knowledge, and all fenfe of delicate refinement^ 
have given way to low merriment and idle buf- 
foonry ; and in which therefore no writer can hope 
§br diilindlion, who h^s any higher purpofe than to 
raife laughter. He finds, that his enemies, fuch as 
apparent fuperiority will always raife, have been 
indufbious, while his performance was yet in the 
prefs, to vilify it ; and that the bookfeller, whom 
he had refolved to enrich, has rivals in his own 
profeflion, who malicioufly obllruft the circulation 
of his copies. He at lafl repofes upon the confi- 
deration, that the nobleft works of learning and 
genius have always made their way flowly againft 
ignorance and prejudice $ and that the reputation 
yvhich is never to be lofl mud be gradually obtain- 

yoL. VI. P c4^ 
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<:d, as the animals of longeft life are obfe 
jbon to attain their full ftatore and ffanengd 

By ibch arts of volontary delpiion da 
man endeavour to conceal his own unim 
from himfelf. It is always long befon 
convinced of the fmall proportion which < 
dividual bears to the collective body of i: 
er learn how few can be interefted in the 
of any iingle man, how little vacancy is h 
world Ear any new objed of atention, an* 
fmaU extent the brighteft blaze of meri 
fpread amidft the miib of bufmefs and of f 
how foon it is always clouded by the intc 
of other novelties. Not only the writer, 
commander of armies, and the deliverer oi 
will eafily outlive all noify and popular re 
He will indeed be celebrated for a time by 
lie voice : but his a^ons and his name i 
be con£dered as remote and unafFedling, 
be rarely mentioned^ but by thofe whofe a] 
dependance gives them fome vanity to g 
frequent commemoration. 

It feems not to be fufficiently confide 
little renown can be admitted in the worl 
greater part of mankind are kept perpetu 
by their fears or their defires ; and havie i 
leifure fi:om their own affairs, than to 
ihmaldvcs with the accidents of the con 
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And the reigning topic *of convcrfation. Engaged 
in contriving a refuge from calamity, or in iinooth- 
ing or (hortening the way to fome new pofleifion^ 
they never fuffer their thoughts to wander far; but 
eonflder the paft and the future as equally un- 
Worthy of their regard. None but a few folitary 
ftndenti have leifure to enquire into the claims of 
heroes or fages, who are removed frpm the notice 
of &e living world ; and that fame which once 
hoped to range at large over kingdoms and conti- 
nents, ihrinks at laft into a cloiller or a college. 

Nor is It certain, th&t even of thoie dark and 
titLTroW habitations, thofe laft retreats of fame, the 
poiTeffion will be long kept. Of men devoted to 
literature, very £bw extend their views beyond fome 
partictdar ftudy ; and the greater part feldom en^ 
quire even in their own profeflion for any authors^ 
but thofe whom the prelent mode of fludy happens 
to fyrct upon their notice : they defire not to fill 
their minds with unfafhionable knowledge ) but 
€0m^y with the prevailing opinion, embrace the 
eftabliflied fyftem, and are content to refign to ob- 
livion thofe authors whom they now find cenfured 
or negleded. 

The hope of fame which almoft every man in* 
dulges who gives his name to the public, is necefTa'- 
rily conneded with fuch confiderations as muft 
abate the ardour of confidencci audtt^i«.fe^JcvtN'v" 

P z "^"^^ 
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gour of purfoit. Whoevef cxpc6b renown 
any kind of excellence, expefts to fill the 
which is now pofleiTed by another, fince the 
already names of every clafs fufHcient to e 
all that will defire to remember them. And 
he that is puihing his predecefTors into the gu 
obfcnrity, cannot bat fometimes {hfpedl, tl: 
muft himfelf give way in like manner to thoi 
are prefllng forward $ and as he ftands up 
fame precipice, be fwept away with the fam 
lence. 

It fometimes happens, that fame begins 
life is at an end : but far the greater numl 
candidates for applaufe have owed their rec 
in the world to fome favourable circumilancet 
have therefore immediately funk into n^ 
when neither fortune nor patronage opers 
their favour. And among thofe who hare 
claims to regard, the honour paid to their m 
is commonly proportionate to the reputation 
they enjoyed in their lives, though always gr 
fainter, as it is at a greater diflance from t] 
emiffion. And therefore, fince it is fo diffi< 
obtain the notice of contemporaries, how li 
to be hoped from future times ? What can 
t^Q&. by its own force, when the help of 
fricndfhip can fcarcely fupport it ? 



JN 
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Tu nihil ittvitd dices faciefve Mimrvd. 

HOR. 



Tp /^f R A M B L E R. 

SIR, 

AS little things grow great by continual ac- 
ctimiilationy I hope you will not think 
the dignity of your charadier much im- 
paired by an account of a ludicrous kind of perfe- 
ration, which though it produces no fcenes of hor- 
•oux or of ruin, yet, by inceifant importunity of 
rexationy wears away the happinefs of many of 
^oor readers, and confumes thoie juvenile years 
rhich nature feems particularly to have ailigned to 
rliearfulnefsy in filent anxiety and helplefs refent- 
nent. - 

I am the eldeft fon of a gentleman, who having 
nherited a large eftate from his anceflors, and 
inding in himfelf no very ftrong defire either to 
mcreafe or lefTen it, has, from the time of his 
narriage^ jjcnerally r^fided at hia ownfc^x m^^ 
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country ; where,, by diyiding his tiine ai 
duties of a father, a mafter, and a magif 
findy of literatBir, and the ofices of cii 
finds means to rid himielf of the day« wii 
of thofe amofements, which all thofe wi 
my refidence in thb place has made me s 
ed, think nece^y to lighten the burtheti 
ence. 

When my age made me capable of in 
my father prevailed upon a gentleman. Ion 
at Oxford for the ejctent of his learning, s 
ty of his manners, to undertake my ei 
The regard with which I faw him treatei 
fed me to confider his infhnfiions as too i 
to be negle£ied ; and I therefore foon f 
habit of attention and diligence, by whid 
vtxy ^ttick advances in different kinds of i 
and heard, perhaps too often, very flatten 
pariibns of my own proHciency v^th that c 
either le(s docile by nature, or lefs hap; 
warded by inftrodion. I was carefTed 
plauded by all that exchanged vifits witl 
ther $ and as young men are with very lit 
culty taught to judge favourably of themi 
began to think that dofe application was e 
neceifary, and that the time was now coi: 
I was at liberty to read only for amnfenu 
when I was to receive the reward of my 
io /vaiie and adiaka;&Qi^. 
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While I was thus banquetting npon my own per^ 
fedlonSy and longing in fecret for an opportonitf 
to efcape from the fuperintendance of my tutor* 
Iny father'*^ brother came from London to pafs a 
iitmmer at hia native place. A lucrative employ- 
ment which he pofTefied, and a fondnefs for the 
converfation and diversions of the gay part of man- 
bind^ had ib long kept him from rural excuc(ions» 
Jiat I had never feen him iince my infancy. My 
^ofiofity was therefore ftrongly excited, by the hopo 
»f obferving a character more nearly, which I had 
litherto reverenced only at a difbince. 

From all private and intimate converfation I 
vas long with-held by the perpetual confluence of 
rifitants, with whom the iirft news of my uncle's 
iirival crouded the houfe ; but was amply recom- 
>enfed, by feeing an exad and punctilious prac- 
ice of the arts of a courtier, in all the ffa^tagem^ 
3f endearment, the gradations of refpe£t, andva- 
liatiDns of courtefy. I remarked widi what jufi;- 
neis of diftribution he divided his talk to a wide 
circle ; with what addrefs he offered every man 
an occafion of indulging fome favourite topic, or 
dl^laying fome particular attainment ; the judg- 
ment with which he regulated his enquiries after 
the abfent, and the care with which he fhewed all 
the companions of his early years, how ftrongly 
they were infixed in his memory by the mention 
of pafl incidents, and the recital of pwn!L^VAtA^ 
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pefles, dangers, and frolics. I Ibon difi 
that he pofieiTcd fome fcience of gracioii£ 
attraction which books had not tanght, 
3vhich neither I nor my father had anj knoi 
that he had the power of obliging thofe is 
4id not benefit j that he diffuied oi^ his cur 
havioor and moft trifling adions, a glois 
nefs and delicacy by which eveiy one yfSks d 
gnd that, by fome occult method of capi 
)ie animated the timorous, foftened the 
liousy and opened the referved. I could 
repine at the inelegance of my own mannen 
left me no hopes but not to offend ; and at 
efficacy of ruftic benevolence, which ga 
fr;cnds but by real fervice. 



My uncle faw the veneration with v 
caught every accent of his voice, and \ 
every motion of his hand, and the aukwan 

with which I endeavoured to imitate his c 

» ■ ■ 

of fbndncfs, and his bow of refpedt f: 
Ijkc others, eafily pattered by an imitator, b; 
he could not fear ever to be rivalled, and 
my aiTiduities with compliments and proi 
Our fondncfs was foon encreafed by a mul 
dcavour to pleafe Cfach other ; and when 
turned to London^ he declared himfclf un 
leave a nephew fo amiable and fo accon 
})ehind him, and obtained my father's pei 
fo enjoy my company fox 2l fevj TWi\xd\s» b^ 
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snife to initiate me in the arts of politenefs, and to 
introduce me into public life. 

The courtier had very little inclination to fa- 
tigue ; and therefore, by travelling very Aowly, 
afforded me time for more loofe and familiar con- 
verfation. But I ibon found, that, by a few en- 
quiries which he was not very well prepared to fa- 
tisfy, I had made him weary of his young compa- 
nion. His element was a mixed aiTembly, where 
ceremony, and healths, and compliments, and 
common topics, kept the tongue employed, with 
very little ailiflance £:om memory or reflexion ; 
but in the chariot, where he was now neceffitated 
to fupport a regular tenor of converfation, without 
any relief from a new comer, or any power of 
fluting into gay digreflions, or deftroying argu* 
jnent by a jeft, he foon difcovered that poverty of 
ideas which had been before concealed under the 
tinfel of politenefs. The firfl day he entertained 
me with the novelties and wonders with which I 
ihould be aftonifhed at my entrance into London, 
and cautioned me^ with apparent admiration of 
his own wifdom, againft the arts by which rufU- 
city was frequently deluded. The fame detail and 
the fame advice he would have repeated on the fe- 
cond day ; but as I every moment diverted the 
difcourfe to the hiftory of the towns by which we 
pafled, or to fome other fubje£t of learning or of 
reafon, he foon lofl his vivacity, grew ^^viftv ^xw^ 

Vol. VL Q ^^^\>x. 
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fflenty wrapped his cloak about him, cor 
himfclf to (lumber, and refcrved his gaiety 
ter auditors. 

At length I entered London ; and my unc 
reinftated in his fnperiority. He awaked a 
to loquacity as foon as our wheels rattled 
pavement ; and told me die name of ever 
as we croffed it, and owner of every houfe 
pafTed by. He prefented me to my aunt, 
of great eminence for the number of her ac< 
ances, and the fplendour of her aifemblies 
either in his kindnefs or revenge, confultet 
her in my prefence, how I might be moft ; 
tagcoufly drefled for my firft appearance, ai 
expeditioufly difencumbered from my viUatii 
fulnefs. My indignation at familiarity thi 
temptuous flufhed in my face ; they miflool! 
for fhame, and alternately exerted their elo( 
upon the benefits of public education, and th 
pinefs of an afTurance early acquired. 

AiTurance is indeed the only qualificat 
which they feem to have annexed merit ; a 
furance therefore is perpetually recommen 
me, as the fupply of every defeft, and the 
ment of ev^ry excellence. I never fit fil 
company when the tattle of the hour is c 
ting, but I am reproached for want of aiTi 
if I fail to return the ft^X^i 2i»f\v« to a c 
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ment ; if I am difconcerted by unexpedled ralUe- 
ly ; if I bluih when I am difcovered gazing on a 
beauty, or hefitate when I find myfelf cmbarraiTed 
in an argument; if I am unwilling to talk of 
what I do not underftand, or timorous in underta- 
king offices which I cannot gracefully perform ; 
if I fuffer a more lively tattler to recount the ca- 
fualties of a game, or a nimbler fop to pick up a 
fan» I am cenfured, between pity and contempt, 
as a wretch doomed to grovel in obfcurity for want 
of aflurance. 

I have found many young perfons harraiTed in 
the fame manner, by diofe to whom age has given 
nothing but the afTurance which they recommend ; 
and therefore cannot but think it ufeful to inform 
them, that cowardice and delicacy are not to be 
confounded, and that he whofe ilupidity has arm- 
ed him againft the fhafts of ridicule, will always 
a£l and fpeak with greater audacity, than they 
whofe fenfibility reprefTes their ardour, and who 
dare never let their confidence outgrow their abi* 
lities« 



Ct^ N<>i48. 
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N*148. Saturday f Auguft 17. 175 



Mi fater fienns biuret cateniSf 
^uod viro clemim mfero peferci; 
Me ntel txtremas Numdarum in or as 

Qaffe nleget. 

1 



POlidcians remirk, that no oppreffioi 
heavy or fo lafBng as that which is in 
by the perverfion and exorbitance oi 
authority. The robber may be feized, ai 
invader may be repelled, whenever they arc i 
they who pretend no right but that of force 
by force be punifhed or repreffed : but when 
der bears the name of impoft, and murder 
petrated by a judicial fentence, fortitude is i 
dated and wifdom confounded, refiftance i 
from an alliance with rebellion, and the viJ 
fecure in the robes of the magiflrate. 

Equally dangerous and equally detedable i 

cruelties which are often exercifed in private 

lies, under the venerable fandion of pareni 

thority; the power wVvida. N^t 2ct^ taM^Kt tc 
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from the firft moments of reaibn, which is 
ed from inftilt and violation by all that can 
:fs awe upon the mind of man, and which 
fore may wanton in cruelty without controu!^ 
rample the bounds of right with innumerable 
rreflions, before duty and piety will dare to 
redreisy or think themielves at liberty to re- 
> any other means of deliverance than tears 
fupplicationSy by ^hich infolence is elated, 
rruelty b gratified. 

was for a long time imagined by the Ramans, 
no (on could be the murderer of his father; 
they had therefore no puniihment appropria- 
3 parricide. They feem likewiie to have be- 
i with equal confidence, that no father could 
nel to his child ; and therefore they allowed 
'' man the fiipreme judicature in his own houie, 
put the lives of his offspring into his hands, 
experience informed them by degrees, that 
had determined too haftily in favour of hu- 
nature: they found, that inflind and habit 
not able to counteract avarice or malice ; 
the nearefl relation might be violated ; and 
power, to whomfoever entrufled, might be ill 
oyed. They were therefore obliged to fup- 
ind to change their inititutions, to deter the 
cide by a new law, and to transfer capital pu- 
nents from the parent to the magiffa^te. 
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poffibk to enter fJuniVixiy witkout dikoreiii 
parent! are by no means exempt fom the 
cations of dominion, that inqponity feldom 
frodxice guilty and that he who is in no da 
hearing remonftrances but from his own ooni 
will iauccly be long withoot the ait of corn 
his conviAionSy and modifying jnftice by h 
will. 



If, in any fitoadon, the heart were inac 
to malignity, it might be fappofed to be £i£ 
ly (ecnred by parental relation. To have m 
rily become to any being the occa£on of it 
ence, produces an obligation to make thai 
ence happy. To fee helplefs infancy ibe 
out her hands, and pouring out her cries, i 
mony of dependance, without any powers 
larm jcaloufy, or any guilt to alienate aff 
muft furely awaken tendernds in every J 
mind ; and tendernefs once e;fcited, will be 
ly encreafed by the natural contagion of fi 
by the repercufllon of communicated pleafun 
the confcioufnefs of the dignity of benefa6ti< 
believe no generous or benevolent man can i 
vileil animal courting his regard, and ihrinl^ 
his anger, playing his gambols of delight 
hiiUi callmg on him in his di^efs, and fly 
him in his danger, without more kindnefs d 
can pcriiuidc himfdf to &d&>i \)cl^ v(^^ 
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cial inhabitants of the air and water. We natural- 

- ty endear to ourielves thofe to whom we impart 

any kind of pleafore, becaufe we imagine their af* 

ie£tion and eileem fecured to us by the benefits 

Which they receive. 

* There is indeed another method by which the 
pride of fuperiority may be likewife gratified. He 
that has extingiiiihed all the fenfations of humani- 
ty, and has no longer any fatisfadtion in the reflec- 
'tion that he is loved as the diftributer of happineis, 
may pleafe himielf with exciting. terrour as the in-> 
fiidler of mifery ; he may delight his folitude with 
contemplating the extent of his power and the force 
of his conunands, in imaging the defires that flut- 
ter on the tongue that is forbidden to utter them, 
or the difcontem jvhich preys on the heart in which 
fear confines it ; he may amuie himielf with new 
contrivances of detedion, new multiplications of 
prohibition^ and new varieties of puniihment; and 
iwell with exultation, when he confiders how litdo 
of the homage he receives he owes to choice or m 

That princes of this charafter have been known, 
the hifiory of all abfolute kingdoms will inform us ; 
and iince, as Arifiotk obferves, » o/^cot^o^iicii fiwA^* 
Xia, the government of, a family is ntOuraUy monar^ 
ehicalj it is likewife too often arbitrarily adminif^ 
tered. The regal and parenul tyiuat ^<ct cn:^ 
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in die extent of their dnmipinns, and the i 
of their flaFes. The fame paffions caule th 
miieries, except tk|t feldom suy prince, h 
deipotk, has fb hr fhaken off all awe gf d 
lie eye, as to venture upon thofe freaks of 
ice, which are ibmetimes indulged under 
crecy of a private dwelling. Capricioos 
donsy partial dediions, unequal allotment 
tributions of reward not by merit bat by 
and ponifhments regulated not by the dq 
the offence but by the luunour of the jud| 
ieen too frequently where no power is kno 
thatofafadier* 

That he delights in the mifery of othi 
man will confefs ; and yet what other moti 
make a father cruel ? The king may be inf 
by one man to the deftrudion of another ; 1 
ibmetimes think himfelf endangered by the 
of a fabjed ; he may dread the fucceisful g 
or the popular orator ; his avarice may poj 
golden omfifcationSy and his guilt may n 
that he can only be fecure, by cutting < 
power of revenge. 

r 

But what can a parent hope from the opp 

of thofe who were bom to his proteftion, 

who can dijlurb him with no compeddouj 

can enrich him with no (poils ? Why cowar 

jcrad, may be eafiVy jiifcoiiet^^*, b^ for 
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reaibn not more infamous than cowardice can that 
man be cruel who has nothing to fear ? 

The unjuftifiable feverity of a parent is loaded 
with this aggravation, that thoie whom he injures 
are always in his fight. The injuftice of a prince 
is often exercifed upon thofe of whom he never 
had any perfonal or particular knowledge ; and the 
ientence which he pronounces, whether of baniih- 
ment, impriibnment, or death, removes from his 
view the man whom he condemns, fiut the domef- 
tic oppreflbr dooms himfelf to gaze upon thofe fa« 
ces which he clouds with terrour and with forrow, 
and behold every moment the efFe£b of his own 
barbarities. He that can bear to give continual 
pain to thofe who furround him, and can walk 
with fatisfadion in the gloom of his own prefence s 
he that can fee fubmiflive mifery without relent- 
ing, and meet without emotion the eye that im- 
plores mercy, or demands juflice, will fcarcely be 
amended by remonibance or admonition ; he has 
found means of Hopping the avenues of tendernefs, 
and fleeling his heart againit the force of reafon. 

Even though no conflderation fhould be paid to 
the great law of focial beings, by which every in- 
dividual is commanded to confult the happinefs of 
others, the harlh parent is yet Icfs to be vindica*- 
ted than any other criminal, bccaufe he lefs pro- 
vides for the happinefs of himfdf c lE*N«t^ \x\axv.^ 

Vol. VL R Vq^^n^x 
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however little he loves others, would willit 
loved ; every man hopes to live longi and 
fore hopes for that time at which he fha 
back to imbecillity, and mufl depend fc 
and chearftdneis upon the officionfhefs of 
But how has he obviated the inconvenien 
old age, who alienates fh>m him the affifta 
his children, and whofe bed moft be fnrroui 
his laft hours, in the hours xsf languor and 
tion, of impatience and of pain^ by fbran] 
whom his life is indifferent, or by enen 
whom his death is deiirable ? 

It may indeed happen, that piety may ov 
refcntment, and that thofe who have been 1 
ed by brutality, may forget the injuries 
they have fufFered, fo far as to perform t 
duties with alacrity and zeal : but furely no 
ment can be equally painful with kindnefs tl 
deferved j nor can feverer punifhment be in 
ted upon a man not wholly lofl in meann< 
topidity, than to be pained by every incide 
gives comfort to others in the tedioufhefs of 
pitude, to be reproached by the kindnefs 
own children, to receive the alms of atten 
and to owe every relief of his miferies not i 
titude but to mercy. 



S3^ 



K^'Mp. Tuefdayy Augu/t lo. ijsi. 



^9dnmfit PyUules hoe tempon^ nonfit Oreftts^ 
Miransf PyUules j Mara, hiifibat iJem, 

Nee melior fanis^ turdufve dahatur Orefti : 
Sed par^ atque eadem eeena duohus erat, 

TV Cadmaa Tyroj, me pinguis Gallia 'vejlit : 
Vis te purpureufUj Marce^ fagatus amem ? 

Ut prafiem Fyladem^ aliquis mihi pratfiet Orejiem t 
Hoe nm fit verbis : Maree^ ut ameris^ ama. 



To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

NO depravity of the mind has been more 
frequently or more juftly cenfored than 
ingratitude. There it indeed fufHcient 
'caibn for looking on him that can return evil for 
rgod, and can repay kindnefs and afliftance with 
latred or negled, as corrupted beyond the com- 
non degrees of wickednefs : nor will he who has 
)nce been clearly detedfced in a^ of injury to his 
9cnef adloTi defianre to be nombcstid oisoj^T^^oKsc^ 

R z XwvTc^j^x 
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beings ; he has endeavoured to deiboy con 
to intercept fympathy, and to turn even 
attention wholly on himfelf. 

There is alwap danger left the honef 
fence of a crime ihould raife the pa£ions 1 
much violence againft the man to whom 
puted. In proportion as gailt is more en 
it ought to be afcertained by ftronger e 
The charge againft ingratitude is very ^ 
almoft every man can tell what favours 
conferred upon inienlibilityy and how mu 
pincfs he has beftowed without return. 
hap8« if thef(; patrons and protedors were c 
ed with any whom they boaft of having b 
cd, it would often appear, that they ha 
rated their benevolence, that they confuli 
their pleafure and vanity^ and repaid th< 
their petty donatives by gratifications of ir 
and indulgence of contempt. 

« 

It has happened to me, that much of 
has been pailed in a dependant ftate, an 
quently I have received many favours in 
nion of thofe at whofe expence I have bee 
tained ; yet I do not feel in my heart any 
gratitude or tumultuous affedlion : and as 
not willingly fuppofe myfelf lefs fufceptibl 
tuous pafiions than the reft of mankind, 
la/ tb9 bi&ory of my \&% btJbs^ ^o\^ 1 
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ina)r, by your jadgment of m^ ooiulady either re« 
form my prefent fentimentSy or confirm them. 

My father was the fecond Ton of a very ancient 
and wealthy family. He married a lady of equal 
birth, whofe fortune, joined to his own, might 
have fapported him and his pofterity in honour 
and plenty ; but being gay and ambitious, he pre- 
vailed on his friends to procure him a poll, which 
gave him opportunity of difplaying in public his 
elegance and politenefs. My mother was equally 
pleafed with fpldhdour, and equally cardefs of 
expence; and both juftified their profufion to 
themfelves, by endeavouring to believe it neceffa- 
ry to the exteniion of their acquaintance, and im-> 
provemcnt of their interefti and whenever any 
place became vacant, they cxpeded to be repaid 
by diAin£lion and advancement. In the midft of 
thefe fchemes and hopes my father was fnatched 
away by ^n apoplexy > and my mother, who had 
no pleafure but in drefs, equipage, affemblies, and 
compliments, finding that fhe could live no longer 
in her accuftomed rank, funk into dejedUon, and 
in two years wore out her life with envy and dif- 
content, 

I was fent with a fiHer, one year younger than 
myfelf, to the elder brother of my father. As we 
were not yet capable of obferving how much for- 
tune influences aiFeftion^ we flaUeted Q>ai{<dN^% ^s^ 
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^ road with the tendernefs and legaid 
which wc ihould doubtlds be treated by oar n 
Our reception was rather frigid than maligi 
we weie introduced to our yoong coii£na» as 
die £rft month more frequently conibled thai 
braided $ bnt in a (hort time we foond cor p 
reprefied, oordrefs negleded, all oar endean 
luregardedy and all our reqoeils itferred U 
houfe-keeper. 

The forms of decency were now violated, 
eirery day produced fbme new in&lt. We 
foon brought to the necefiity of receding fron 
imagined equality with our coufms, to whoi 
funk into humble companions, without choice 
without influence; cxpedled only to echo 
opinions, facilitate their defires, and accom 
their rambles. It unfortunately happened, 
our early introdudion into polite company, 
habitual knowledge of the arts of civility, ha 
ven us fuch an appearance of fuperiority tc 
aukward baihfidnefs of our relations, as nata 
drew refpedfc and preference from eveiy ftra 
who happened, on any occaiion, to enter 
houfe ; and my aunt was forced to aflert the d 
ty of her own children, while they were fcul 
Sn comers for fear of notice, and hanging d 
their heads in iilent confufion, by relating thi 
difcretion of our father, difplaying her own k 

i, iamentmg the xni&ry of bu:tk without ei 
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and declaring her anxiety for oor fntnre proviiio^ 
and the expedients which fhe often formed to fe« 
cure us from thofe follies or crimes to which tka 
conjundtion of pride and want often gives occaiion. 
In a ihort time care was taken to prevent fuch 
vexations confafion : we were told, that fine 
cloaths would only fill our heads with falfe expec* 
tarions ; and our drefs was therefore accommoda- 
ted to our fortune. 

Childhood is not eafily dejedled or mortified. 
We felt no lafting pain from infolence or negled 3 
but finding that we were favoured and commended 
by all whom their interefl did not prompt to dif* 
countenance us, we preferved our vivacity and fpi^ 
rit to years of greater fenfibility. It then became 
more irkfome and difgufling, to live without any * 
other principle of adion than the will of another 1 
and we often met privately in the garden, to lament 
om* condition, and to eafe our hearts with mutual 
narratives of caprice, peevifhnefs, and affront. 

There are innumerable modes of infult and to-^ 
kens of contempt, for which it is not eafy to find 
a name, which vaniih to nothing in an attempt to- 
defcribc them, and which may yet, by continual 
repetition, make day pafs after day in forrow and 
in terrour. Phrafes of curfory compliment and 
ellablifhed falutation, may, by a different modu- 
lation of the voice, or cail of the co>XDktAvv.^t^^> 



1^6 The RAMBLER. N« 149. 

convey contrary meanings^ and be changed fron 
indications of reijpeA to expreflions of fcom. Tke 
dependant, who cultivates delicacy in himfelf, yerf 
little confults his own tranquillity. My unhappjr 
vigilance is every moment difcovering fome petu- 
lance of accent, or fome arrogance of mien ; fome 
vehemence of interrogation, or fome quickneis of 
reply, that recals my poverty to my mind, aod 
which I feel more acutely as I cannot refent them* 

You are not however to imagine, that I think 
myfelf difcharged from the duties of gratitude, 
only becaufe my relations do not adjuft their looks, 
or tune their voices to my expedlation. The is- 
folence of benefaction terminates not in negativt 
rudenefs, or obliquities of infult. I am often toU, 
in exprefs terms, of the miferics fi-om which cht* 
rity has fnatched me, while multitudes are fu£Fer' 
ed by relations, equally near, to devolve upon the 
parifh ; and have more than once heard it num« 
bered among other favours, that I am admitted to 
the fame table with my coufms. 

That I fit at the firft table, I muft acknowledge } 
but I fit there only that I may feel the flings of 
inferiority. My enquiries are neglefted, my opi- 
nion is overborn, my aflcrtions are controverted j 
and, as infolence always propagates itfclf, the fer- 
vants overlook me, in imitation of their mafter : if 
/ call modellly, I am not Keaxd \ if loudly, my 
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nforpation of authority is checked by a getieral 
frown. I am often obliged to look uninvited up- 
on delicacies, and am ibmetimes defired to rift 
«pon very flight pretences. 

The incivilities to which I am expofed would 
give me very little pain, were they not aggravated 
by the tears of my iiflery whom the young ladies 
are hourly infuldng with every art of feminine per- 
fecution. As it is faid of the fupreme magiflrate 
of Vitnct^ that he is a prince in one place, and a 
ilave in another ; my fifter is a fervant to her cou- 
fins in their apartments, and a companion only at 
the table. Her wit and beauty drew fo much re- 
gard away from them^ that they never fuffer her 
to appear with them in any place where they foli* 
dt notice, or expeA admiration ; and when they 
are viiited by neighbouring ladies^ and pafs their 
hoiH's in domeftic amufements, fhe is fomedmes 
called to fill a vacancy, infulted with contemptu- 
ous fi«edoms, and difmifled to her needle when 
)ier place is fupplied. The heir has of late, by 
the initigatipn of his fiilers, begun to harrafs her 
with downifh jocularity. He feems indined to 
make his firft rude eflays of waggery upon her ; 
and by the connivance, if not encouragement of 
his fadier, treats her with fuch licentious brutality^ 
as I cannot bear, though I cannot puniih it. 

i.beg to be informed, Mr Komi/cr^ W^i^ tn(>.^ 
Vqh.YL S ^^ 
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we can be fuppofed to owe to beneficence, exert- 
ed on terms like thefe; on beneficence which pol- 
lutes its gifts with contnmdyy and may be tinly 
faid to pander to pride ? I woold willingly be told, 
whether infolence does not reward its own libera- 
lities ? and, whether he that exads (ervility, can 
with joftice at the fame time exped afibdion? 
I am, 

SIR, i^c. 

HYPSI.pUL1JS. 
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O fnunera nondum 



intelieSia deum ! 

LUCAN. 



As daily experience makes it evident, that 
mifeiy and misfortune are infeparably ad- 
herent or unavoidably incident to human 
life^ that calamity will neither be repelled by for- 
titude nor efcaped by flight, neither awed by 
greatneis nor eluded by obfcurity, the philofo- 
phers have endeavoured to reconcile us to that 
condition which they cannot teach us to mend ; to 
perfuade us, that moft of our evils are made aBlic- 
tive only by ignorance or perverfenefs, and that 
nature has annexed to every viciilitude of external 
circumftances, fuch advantages as are fufficient to 
overbalance all its inconveniencies. 

This attempt may perhaps be juitiy fufpeded of 
fome refemblance to the practice of phyficians^ 
who, when they cannot mitigate pain, defbroyfen- 
fibility, and endeavour to conceal by opiates the 
inefficacy of their other medicines. The panegy*^ 
riils of calamity have more frequendY ^^m^ ^^- 

S 2 ^^^^^ 
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flaufe to their wit, than acquiefcence to t] 
gmnents ; nor has it appealed, that the nx>: 
cal oratory or fubtil ratiocination has bee 
long to overpower the anguifh of oppreific 
tedionfhefs of languor, or the longings of i 

Yet it may be generally remarked, that 
mnch has been attempted, fomething ha 
performed. Though the difcoveries or acqu 
of man are not always adequate to the expd 
of his pride, they are at leaft fuffident to a 
his induftry. The antidotes with which phil 
has medicated the cup of life, though they 
give it falubrity and fweetnefs, have at leaf 
ed its bittemefs, and contempered its mal: 
the balm which ihe has dropped upon the i 
of the mind, has abated their pain and infl 
tion, though it cannot heal them. 

By fuffering willingly what we cannot avi 
fecure ourfelves from vain and immoderate 
bations ; we preferve that ftrength for bett 
pofes which would be unprofitably wafted 
efforts of defperation, and maintain that c 
fpe£Uon which may enable us to feize eve 
port, and improve every alleviation. Th« 
nefs and refignation will be more ea£ly ob 
as the attention is more powerfidly withdraw 
the contemplation of unmingled, unabatK 
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and diverted to thofe accidental benefits which 
prudence may confer on every flate. 

Seneca has attempted not only to pacify us in 
misfortune, bat almoft to allure us to it, by repre-* 
fenting it as necefTary to the pleafures of the mind. 
Ht that never *was acfuainted *with adverfityy fays 
he, hasfeen the fworid but on onefide^ and is igno^ 
rant of half the fcenes of nature. He invites his 
popil to calamity, as the Syrens allured the paf- 
lenger to their coafts, by promiiing that he ihall 
Tetum TfKiicvA tiJ^ejf, with encreafe of know* 
ledge, with enlarged views, and multiplied ideas. 

Cnriofity is, in great and generous minds, the 
firft paffion and the laft, and perhaps always pre- 
dominates in proportion to the fbrength of the con- 
templative faculties. He who eafily comprehends 
all that is before him, and foon exhanfb any fingle 
fttbjed, is always eager for new enquiries ; and in 
proportion as the intelledual eye takes in a wider 
pro^pedt, it muft be gratified with variety by more 
rapid flights, and bolder excurfions : nor perhaps 
can there be propofed to thofe who have been ac- 
cuftomed to the pleafures of contemplation, a more 
powerful incitement to any undertaking, than the 
hopes of filling their imagination with new images, 
of clearing their doubts^ and enlightening their 
reafon. 
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WIma 7^^, in ViJmms Fimcau^ perfoa 
joung prince Aca^ms to accompany iiim in 
cflay of nayigadoD, he difpcrics lus appicl; 
of danger by reprefentadons of die new tt 
earth and heaven which the expedition 
ijpread before their eyes ; and tells him wii 
grief he will hear, when they retom, of th 
tries which diey fliall have leen, and d 
which they have furmonnted. 

O foamimm ttrra^ fmaaham i f gM ^fce re aiU 
Permijffkm eft! FeJagms fiumtos eferimms in i 
Nunc for/an groFoe reris opus : fed Leta recur. 
Cum ratiSf et carom cum jam mibi reddet Jah 
, S^uis pudor beu noftroi tihi tunc au£re lahora 
^SiuoM referam nnfas tua perfu/phia geutes ! 

Acaftu$ was foon prevailed apen by his curi< 
fet rocks and hardfhips at defiance, and c 
his life to the winds and waves ; and thi 
modves have in all ages had the fame efie^ 
thole whom the deiire of fame or wifdom li 
dnguiihed from the lower orders of mankinc 

If therefore it can be proved, diat adve: 
nece^y to the attainment of knowledge 
that a happy iicuation hides.£rom us ^ large 
of the field of meditadon, the envy of man 
repine at die fight of afilaence and fplendoi 
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be mseh dunlnifhed ; for fuch is the delight of 
mental fupeiiority, that none on whom nature or 
fiady havp conferred it, would purchafe the gifb 
of fortune by its lofs. 

It is certain, that however the rhetoric of Seneca 
ma^ have dreifed adverfity with extrinfic oma-^ 
ments, he has jufUy reprefented it as affording 
fome opportunities of obiervation, which cannot 
cafily be found in continual felicity : he has truly 
ifTerted, that to efcape misfortune, is to want in- 
Ilrudion ; and that to live at eafe, is to live in 
ignorance. 

As no man can enjoy happinefs without thinkf 
ing that he enjoys it, ^e experience of calamity 
is neceffary to a juft ^nfe of better fortune : for 
the good of our prefent ftate is merely compara* 
tive ; and the evil which every man feels will be 
fnffident to difhirb and harrafs him, if he does 
not know how much evil he efcapes. The luftrd 
of diamonds is invigorated by the interpofition of 
daricer bodies ; the lights of a pifturc arc height- 
ened by the (hades. The higheft pleafure which 
nature has indulged to fenfitive perception, is that 
of reft after fatigue j yet that ftate which laboui* 
heightens into delight, is without it only eafe, and 
is incapable of fadsfying the mind without the fu- 
peradditipn of divcrfified amuferaents. 
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Profperity, as is truly aiTeited by Seneca^ veq 
much obifaruds the knowledge of ourfelves. Nc 
man can form a jufl eitimate of his own powen \f) 
unadlive fpeculation. That fortitude which hu 
encountered no dangers, that prudence which his 
furmounted no difHculdes, that integrity which bai 
been attacked by no temptations, can at beft be 
coniidered but as gold not yet brought to the teft, 
of which therefore the true value cannot be aflign- 
ed. He that tramerfes the lifts ^without an iuheffa/y, 
ma<f receive, fays the philofopher, the reward tf 
viSorj, but he has no pretenfiom to the honour. If 
it be the higheft happinefs of man to contemplate 
himfelf with fatisfadiion, and to receive the gra- 
tulatibns of his Own confcicnce, he whofe courage 
has made way amidft the turbulence of oppoiitioni 
and whofe vigour has broken through the (hares 
of diilrefs, has many advantages over him diat 
has flept in the ihades of indolence, and whofe re* 
trofpe£l of time can entertain him with Qothing bat 
day rifmg upon day, and year gliding after year. 

Equally necelTary is fome variety of fortune to 3 
nearer infpe6Uon of the manners, principles, and 
affedlions of mankind. Princes, when they would 
know the opinions or grievances of their fubjedb, 
have found it neccfTary to lay afide their grandeur, 
^0 fteal away from their guards and attendants, and 
to mingle on equal terms among the people. To 
him who is known to Vva^^ t3\^ i^wer of doing 
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good or harm, nothing is fhown in its natural 
form. The behavionr of all that approach him, is 
r^;ulated by his hamoor; their narratives are 
adapted to hb indmation, and thdr reaibnings 
determined by his opinions : whatever can alarm 
iiifpidon, or excite refentment, is carefully fup^ 
prefled; and nothing appears but uBtfbrmityof 
fentiments, and ardour of afiedtion. It may be 
obierved, that the unvaried comfrfaifince which 
the ladies have the right of cxafiiag, keeps them 
generally unfkilled in hmnan aatme ; profperity 
will always enjoy the feniale pffpfogfitivesy and 
therefore mnft be always in danger of female igno- 
rance. Truth is fcarcely to be heard, but by thofe 
Aiom whom it csaa ftrve no intereft to conceal it; 
and the true motives of condud wiU be only 
Oiewn whea the mind ads in its natural ftate, 
without any impediment from hope or fear. 
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THE writers of medicine and phy: 
have traced with great appearance 
curacy, the efieds of time apon t 
man body, by marking the yarious periods 
conltitutiony and 'the feveral flages by whi( 
inal life makes its progrefs from infancy to 
pitade. Though dieir obfervations have i 
therto enabled them to difcover any ma 
which manhood may be accelerated, or ol 
retarded ; yet furely, if they (hould be con: 
only a? the amufements pf curiofity, they n 
allowed at leaft to be of equal importance wit 
jeflures on things more remote, with catalo{ 
the fixed ftars^ and calculations of the bi 
planets. 
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It had heen a taik worthy of the moral philoib- 
phers, to have confidered with equal care the di- 
maflerics of the mind, to have pointed out the 
time at which every paffion begins and ceafes to 
predominate, and noted the regolar variations of 
defire, and the fucceffion of one appetite to ano- 
ther. The periods of mental change are not to 
be ftated with equal certainty. Our bodies grow 
up under the care of nature i and depend fo little 
on our own management, that fomething more 
than negligence is neceflaiy to difcompofe their 
ftrudute, or impede their vigour. But our minds 
are committed in a great meafure, firft to the di- 
rection of others, and afterwards of ourfelves. It 
would be difficult to protract infancy beyond the 
oAial time : but the mind may be very eafily hin- 
dered from its fhare of improvement; and the bulk 
and fbength of manhood muil, without the affift- 
ance of education and inftrudion, be informed on- 
ly with the underftanding of a child. 

Yet, amidft all the diforder ahd inequality which 
variety of difcipline, example, converfation, and 
employment, produce in the intelledual advances 
of different men, there may fliU be difcovered by 
a vigilant fpedator, fuch a general and remote £i- 
militude as may be expe£ied in the fame common 
nature, afiedied by external circumftances iadefi^ 
nitely varied. We all enter the world in equal ig- 
norance^ we gaze round about us on the fame ob- 
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Dopo 21IC KsrSiy OOP wft xwraons wd c 
fitm the feme cania : and dioi^h, as we p 
nftlicr, art ^pcBswidcr pffrfpcus to our Tici 
aoddcntal mpvufeftQCtoiiuBc os to diScrcBt 
ytt 2Sy cvcij miiiay howcvci vij^oious or afaft 
j5 pcceflitatcoy in its pfcfent' ftate Oi mnoiiy 
GciTc Its ntfoniiatMiiiSy and execute its piuuc 

tBC mtCFTCBllOll Of tllC OOQ^y tsc DllllUllllIty 

corporal satBre commomcatcs itfelf to om 
icfliial opcfiCioiiSy and oiofe whole abut 
Knowledge incime nmn moft to deviate nt 
general found or nfey are recalled froni nn 
centridty bardie laws of tiieir eziftence. 

If we copfidar the comauMi excrcilcs 4 
mind, it will be found, that m each part • 
ibme pardcalar faculqr is more eminendy en 
ed. When the treaibres of knowledge ai 
opened before vs; when novelty blooms 
on either hand, and every thing equally unl 
and nnexamined HettoB of equal value, the 
of the ibil it principally exerted in a vivacio 
deiiiltory cwrioiity. She applies by turns to 
objed, enjoys it for a ihort tinte, and flies « 
qnal ardour to another. She delights to cai 
loofe and uncoiine^ted ideas 1 but ftarts 
from fyftems and complications, which won 
ffaruA the rapidity of her tran^tionS, and deta 
ioiog in the iame pur(uix. 
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'When a numbtt of difEnd images are coUeded 
y thefe erratic and hafty fturey^, the fancy is em- 
loyed in arranging and combining them into plea- 
ng pidoresy with more or lefs refemUance to 
le realities of nature, as experience advances, and 
ew obfervadons redify the former* While the 
idgment is yet uninformed, and unable to com* 
are the draoghts of fidion with dieir originab» 
re are delighted with improbable adTentores, im- 
orsdlicaUe virtoes, and inimitable charaders : bat 
D proportion, as we have more opportonities of 
uoqoainting oorielyes widi Irring nature, we are 
boner difgufbd with copies in which we can find 
10 refemblance } we £rft difcard abfurdity and im- 
>offibility, then exad greater and greater degrees 
if probability, and at laft become cold and infen* 
»le to the charms of faliehood, however fpecious ; 
md from the imitations of truth, which are never 
perfed, we transfer our affedion to truth itfelf. 

■ Now commences the reign of judgment or of rea-* 
(bni we begin to find very little j^eafure, but in com- 
Muing arguments, ftatingpropoiitionsfdiientangling 
perplexities, clearing ftmbignities, and deducing 
confequences. The painted vales of imagination 
are deferted, and our intelledual adivity- is now 
exerciied in winding through the labyrinths of fal- 
lacy, and toiling with 6rm and cautious fteps up 
the narrow tracks of demonftration. Whatever 
vazy liiiJ vigilance, or miflead atteiiUotv, va Tjo^vi 
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contemptaoaily reeded; and every difgi 
which errour may be concealed, is carefuHy 
ved ; till by degrees a certain number of incc 
ble or unfoipeded propoiitions are eftat 
which are at laft concatena t ed into argonu 
compafied into fyftems. 

At length wearinefs facceeds to labour, a 
xnind lies at eaie in the contemplation of he 
attainments and performances, without an> 
of new conquefb or excurfions. This is t 
of xecoUedion and narration, when the o] 
are fettled, and the avenues of apprehenfic 
againil any new intelligence. The days d 
to follow, mull pafs in the inculcation of pi 
already colleded, and affertion of tenets a 
received ; nothing is now fo odious as oppc 
fo infolent as doubt, or fo dangerous as nov 

In like manner, the pafTions ufurp the fe 
conunand of the fucceffive periods of life. 1 
happinefs of our £rA years nothing more fee 
be neceflary than freedom from reftraint. , 
man may remember, that if he was left to 
felf, and indulged in the difpofal of his own 
he was fatisfied without the fuperaddition c 
actual pleafurc. The new world is itfelf i 
quet ; and till we have exjiaufled the frefhi 
life^ we have always about us fufficient gra 
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tions : die fonfliiAe quickens us to phy, uid the 
jQiade invites us to fleep. 

But we (bon become nnfatisfied'with negative 
felicity, and are folicited by our fenfes and appe- 
tites to more powerful delights ; as the taile of 
him who has already fatisfied his hunger, muft be 
excited by artificial ftimnlations. The fimplidty 
of natural amufement is now paft, and art and 
contrivance muft produce our pleafnres ; but in 
time, art, like nature, is exhaufted, and the fen^ 
fes can no bnger fupply the cravings of the intcK 

lea. 

' The attention Is now transferred from pleafure 
to intereft ; in which pleafure is perhaps included^ 
though difFufed to a wider extent, and protraded 
through new gradations. Nothing now dances 
before the eyes but wealth and power, nor ring!) 
in the ear but the voice of fame ; wealth, to which", 
however varioufly denominated, every man at 
feme dme or other afpires ; power, which all wifli 
to obtain within their circuit of a£Uon ; and fame> 
which no man, however high or mean, however 
wife or ignorant, was yet able to deipife. Now 
prudence and forefight exert- their influence ; ' no 
hour is devoted wholly to any prefent enjoyment, 
no aA or pnrpofe terminates in itfelf, but every 
motion is referred to feme difiant end : the accoin- 
j^Diment of one de/ign encourages auoxScLtt, %sA 
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die fdcioMtt wih 18 alwaj^ piiihcd off to 
diftance. 

At lengdi fame is obfenred to be sAceit 
power to be dangerous. The man whof 
and alacrity begin to fbrfake him^ by degr 
trads his defigns^ remits, his former multi] 
jmrfnits, and extends no longer his regan 
other honoor than the reputation of weald 
ny other influence than its power. Av; 
pariimony is generally the paffion of the lat 
of thoie lives, of which the firft part h: 
iquandered in pleafure, and the fecond de^ 
ambidon. He that fmks under the fatigue 
^ng v^ealth, lulls his laft hours with the mi 
lidtndes of faving it. 

I have in this \^ew of life confidered nu 
as adiiated by immediate defires, and con 
with the impulfes of their own minds, witl 
gard to any fuperior principles of a£Uon, bj 
the influence of external agents may be c 
aded, and the temporary prevalence of ] 
reflrained. Nature will indeed always o 
human deflres will be always ranging fro 
objed to another : but iaature may be reg 
and de&es may be governed; and to c 
with the predominance of fucceflive paflio 
be endangered firft by one afiedion, and tl 
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jmother, is the condition upon which we are to 
pafs the time of our preparation for that ftate which 
Ihall put an end to experiment, to difaf^intmentj 
and to change. 
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'' YT was the wiflom, lays SaacM^ of 
" I Cunesy to oonfider iiH^ is moft ii{ 
** -^ mxA iUiifiiioiis.** If this rak be 
widi regard to woiks of genius, there is ( 
any impedes of compofitioii which defenres i 
be cultivated than the epiftdaiy ftyle, iim 
is of more vanous or fineqoent ofe, throe 
whole fubordination of human life. 

It has happened, however, that among ) 
meroos writers which oar nation has pre 
perhaps alwajrs equal in force and genius, 
late in elegance and accuracy, to thoie of 
ther country, very few have yet endeavoi 
diilinguifh themfelves by the publication of 
except fuch as have been written in the dij 
of public truils, and during the tranfadicm c 
affairs ; which, though they may afford pre< 
to the vom&ist, and memorials to the hiftori 
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of very little ufc as examples of the familiar ftyle, 
or models of private correfpondence. 

If it be enquired by foreigners, how this defi- 
ciency could happen in the literature of a comitry, 
where every man indulges himfelf with (b litde 
danger in ipeaking and writing, may we not, with- 
out the imputation of bigotry or arrogance, inform 
them, that it may be juftly afcribed to our con* 
tempt of trifles, and to our due fenfe of the dignity 
iof the public ; that we do not think it reafonable to 
fill the world with volumes from which nothing 
can be learned ^ nor exped that the employments 
of the bufy, or the amufements of the >gay, fhould 
^ve way to narratives of our private affairs, to our 
complaints of abfence, expreffions of fondnefs, or 
declarations of fidelity. 

A very flight perufal of the epiflolary writings 
by which the wits oi France have fignalifed them* 
ielves, will prove that other nations need not be 
difcouraged from the like attempts by the con- 
fdoufnefs of inability: for furely it is not very diffi- 
cult to relate trifling occurrences, to magnify fami- 
liar incidents, to repeat adulatory profefiions, to 
accumulate fervile hyperboles, and to produce all 
that can be found in the defpicable remains of 
Voiture and Scarron, 

Yet, as much of lifq muft be paiiCodi \xl ^?cc» 

U 2 vftcksJcc 
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vtuch becoi»e oosfideraUe osiy bjr thnrfinDqucft 
ioocontnce, and jhqcIi of the jdeafiire wUdi os 
condidon allows maft be prodnced by gWing ck 
gance to tnflfis, it u neceSkry to kim how to be 
cQflBc little without bcconung meaiip to auiiitMi 
ithe peeeflkry ia teromrfo of avilitjr, and fill 19 th 
yaa^ties of uQion by agreeable appraraarca, i 
^d therefim been of fbine advaotace, if fiicha 
oar wiitprs ai have moft excelled in the aitof di* 
goi9Xm$ infignificanc»t had fapplied ni withafii 
(aOiet of inoocent gaiety, efiiifiooa of hooeft tet 
dpne&i cv fxHamatJODs of oniinpoitant hony. 

precept has generally been poflerior. to p» 
formance. No man ha« taught the art (tf* con- 
pofing any work of genias, bat by the example e 
thofe who performed it ivithoot any Other ki4 
than vigour oif imagination, and reditude of jiidg< 
xnent. As we have few letters, we have lUKlvHi 
iew qiticirms upon the epifiolary %Ie. Thie eb 
(efvations with whi<;h Jr0Jfk haa introdiKod U 
pages of inanity, are fu^ aa {^ve him ray fitd 
claim to the rank which Drfde^ has affigBcdhim a 
xnongft the critics. Liiifrs» fay* he, mn uUnk 
^ refmbloMces of cavuerjktiw \ W /A# diif vcd 
ktfci^ ofcwvirfiuiwyiwigf^ ImnmK migmd kiU 
i^f. This remark^ equality valuably for itsiMfvclt; 
and propriety, he dilates and e^forcw wilk ilt af 
pearance of compleat acquicfcence in his own dii 
^Qveiy, . . 

N( 
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No man W4I tnr in doobt about the moral 
qoalitiea of a letter. It liat been always k&own, 
that he who endeaTonrs to pleafe, mnft appear 
pleaied; and he who would not piovoke rade* 
nedi, muft not pradife it. The qoefHon among 
thole who endeavonr to eftabliih rales for epiflo- 
lary perfbnnances, is only how gaiety or civility 
auiybe moft ptoperly exprefled; as among the 
critka in hiftory it is not conteftedy whether troth 
•nghttobepiefarred, butbywhatmodeofdiffion 
it is beft adorned. 

As letten are written on all fubje£b, in all ftatet 
of mind, and on all occafions, the epiftolary ftyle 
cannot be redoced to any fetded rules, or de(cribed 
by any fing^ charaderiftic ; and perhaps we majr 
faftly difentangle our minds frcm critical embar- 
ni£ments, by determining that a letter has no pe* 
cnliarity bat in its form, and that nothing is ne» 
ceflary to be refofed admiflion into a letter which 
ii proper in any other method of treating die fame 
fiibjeS. The qualities of the epiflolaiy ftyle mofl 
fiequently required, are eafe and iimplicity, an eren 
flow of onlaboored diction, and an aidefs arrange- 
ment of obvious fentiments. But thefe diredion^ 
however ftrongly they may be inculcated by the 
fpeculatift, are no iboner applied to a^al nfe, 
dian their icantineis and imperfedion become evi- 
dent. Letters are written to the great and to the 
mean, to the leamed and the ignoraBft, aXTtih.?cci^ 
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in diftrefs, in fport and in paffion. Nothing can 
be more improper than eafe and laxity of expref- 
fion, when the importance of the fabjeA imprcffei 
folidtude, or the dignity of die pcrfon ezaOs re- 
verence. 

That letters fhonld be written with &n&, oonfbfm- 
ity to nature, is true ; becaufe nothing but conform- 
ity to nature can make any compofidon beaotifid 
orjuft. But it is natural to depart from familiarity of 
language upon occafions not ^miliar. Whatefcr 
elevates the fentiments, will confeqoently raife the 
expreflion ; whatever fills us with hope or tetronr, 
. will produce fome perturbation of images, and km 
figurative diftortions of phrafe. Wherever we art 
ftudious to pleafe, we are afraid of trufting our firft 
thoughts, and endeavour to recommend our opi- 
nion by fhidied ornaments, by accuracy of me- 
thod, and elegance of %le. 

If the perfonages of the comic fcene be aUowed 
by Horace to raife their language in the tranfpcxti 
of anger to the turgid vehemence of tragedy, the 
cpiftolary writer may without cenfure comply widi 
the varieties of his matter. If great events are to 
be related, he may, with all the folenmity of an hif- 
torian, deduce them from their caufes, conneft 
them with their concomitants, and trace them to 
their confequences. If a difputed pofidon is to be 
ellabUOicd, or a remote i^tmd^V^ to be inyefli- 
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gated/ he may detail his reafonings with all the 
nicety of fyllogi^C method. If a menace is to 
be. ayeitddy. or a benefit implored, he may, withoat 
any violation of the edi£b of criticiim, call ever^r 
power of rhetoric to his affiftance, and try every in* 
let at which paJOion enters the hearts 

Thofe letters that have no other end than the 
enttrtainment of the correspondent^ are perhaps 
more properly to be regolaied by critical precepts r 
becaufe the matter and ilyle are equally, arbitrary, 
and rules are always more neoeflary, as there is 
more power of choice. In letters of this kind, fome 
conceive art graceful^ and others think negligence 
amiable ; fome model them by die (onnet, and"* 
will allow them no means of delighting, bat the 
ibft lapfe of calm mellifluence ; others adjuft them 
by the epigram, and expedl pointed ientences and' 
forcible periods. The one party coniiders exemp- 
tion from faults as the height of excellence, ^ 
other looks upon negled of excellence as the moft 
di%ufting faults one avoids cenfure, the other a* 
fpires to pr^fe; one is always in danger of infi-. 
pidity, the other continually on the brink of af- 
feflation. 

When the fubje£l has no intrinfic dignity, it mdJt 
necefiarily owe all its attradions to artificial em- 
bellifhmentSy and may properly catch at aU the 
advantaj:e5 which the art of wtitin^ c^3CL N^^xsw « 
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He diat, like FBmf, fads lut fiiend ft jwdeB fie 
Us daoghier, will, widiogt PBmf*% doqance « 
ftddrefi, £iid mcaas of cid ia g gnritBde, aadle- 
cniBg ftocqicance; but he ^at kjs no odur jie- 
ientto inake, but ftgailaad, ft ribbon, ertei 
petty cnriofity^ moft c&desvmr 10 itooaatftd il 
hj bis manner of giving it. \ 

The purpoientf which IsUeii aio' 
thereJsaoJptdligencctDCfMonwntr 
totranfiid, is to prtfenre in dw mimU ofdM ll^ 
iencekberloTeoreAeeni. Tocxdteki«e,wo 
eonuntnicate^eafure; aiidtonilSBcaBeB,wt 
diicoTcr abilities. Pleafnxcs will g*BenI^ bep- 
ven, a0 abilities arc difcofered bf fcenea of ifl^ojr 
and points of conceit, nnexpeftsd faBiea and atfH 
oomplinients. Trifles will always leqoive tar 
facmoe of ornament. The bidding which has a» 
ftra^th, can be Talued only lor the art of ilt d»- 
ooratioos. The ftone mnft be pofiihed widi caM^ 
which hopes id be Tafaud aa a diamondi aal 
words oi^hc finely to be labounednten Aqr m 
intended to ftaad lor things. 



WiSS- 
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. ^Turba Rem fequitttr fortMnan^ ut femper^ it odit 

^Damnatos. 

Juv. 

To tBi R A MB LER. 

•SIR, 

THcrc are certain occaiions on which all a- 
pology is rudenefs. He that has an urt- 
welcome meffage to deliver, or an unhap- 
py incident to relate, may perhaps give ibme proof 
of tenderx^pfs and delicacy, by a ceremonial intro^ 
duftion and gradual difcovery ; becaufe the mind, 
■upon which the weight of forrow fs to fall, may 
gain tjime for the collection of its powers : bat Ad- 
ding is .mere abfurd than to delay the communica- 
tion of pleafore, to torment dciire by impatiencCy 
«nd to deceive hope by anticipation* 

For this reafon I ihall forbear all the arts by 
which a correfpondent is generally careful to fe- 
-cure admiflion ; for I have had too many oppor- 
tunities of remarking the extenfive power of vani- 
ty^nd intercft, to doubt, that I (hall be read by 
you with a di/pofition to aTpptovc, H«\kKiv\ \v»n^ 

VoL.VL X ^^0^-^^^* 
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declared, that my narrathre lias no odwr ten 
than to iDnftraie and conobonte your own 

vations. 

I was die fccond ion of a gcndeman, whc 
trimony had been fo ninch wafted by a Ion 
ceffion of fqaanderers, that he was anaUe t 
port any of his children except his heir in d 
reditary dignity of idlene6. I was therefei 
to fchod, and d>l%ed ta employ diat part 
in fhidy, which moft of my pr ogen i tors had 
ted to the hawk and the hoond ; and in ray 
teenth year was difpatchcd with loud pnifei 
my mafter to die nnirerfity, without any nv 
noors or accomplifimients. I had never k 
fingle woodcock, nor partaken one triomjd 
a conquered fbz. 

At die oniTerfity I continned to enlarge i 
qnifitions with very litde envy of the notQr ] 
nefs which my elder brother had the fbrtnne 
joy ; and having obtained my degree at the 
time, retired into the country, to deliberate 
lure to what profeffion I fhould now confii 
application, which had hitherto been diffipa 
- general knowledge, or diverted by curioiily 
cident from one fcience to another. To deh 
upon a choice which cuftom and honour for 
be retraced, is certainly reafonable; yet 
fqqfc the attention ec^xiiWy xo i^^ ^^^racv\».^ 
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conveniencies of every employmsnty it oftea 
iDgeroas ; new motives are every moment opera- 
Dg on every fide, and mechanics have long ago 
(covered, that contrariety of equal attrafUons is 
luivalent to reft. . . . 

While I was thus trifling in oncertainty, the 
xmger brother of my father arrived from the /«« 
is v^ith a> large fortune, which he had ia moch 
irrafled himfelf in obtaining, -that fickneik and 
firmity left him no other defire than to &ye 

hh native country. Being incapable of any O'- 
er amuTement than that of converiation, he ne- 
flarily became familiarifed to me, whom he 
luod ftudious and dome^c. Pleaied with an Qp- 
(Ttunky of imparting my knowledge, and eager 
r any intelligence that might increafe it, I de- 
;hted his curioiity with hiAorical narratives, fyf- 
lis of policy, and explications of nature ; and 
rhaps gratified his vanity by firequent enquiries 
Ker the produdb of difiant countries^ and the cuf- 
ms of their inhabitants. 

My brother faw how much I advanced in my 
£le's favour ; but neither attempted to alienkte 
?, nor to ingratiate himfelf. He was indeed 
ry little qualified to folicit the alT^on of an 
1 traveller ; for the remifihefs of his education 
d left him without any rule of a^ion, but h43 
\:knx humour, lie often foriook out \isvd<tSxw 
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the midil of an adrenducy becmiife the homfboDc 
ed in the conrt-yaud ; and woakl hare loft aa O] 
pommity, not only of kaawring the hiftonr, bi 
iharing the wealdi of the hkgd, ifx the trial of 
new pointer, or the fight of a hoffMace. 

It was therefore not long bdoie my onde d( 
clared his intention of bequeathing to me die pn 
fits of his commerce, as the only man in the fi 
mily by whom he could expeft diem to be latif 
nally enjoyed. This diftindion drew apon me n 
only the envy -of my brodier,- but my father. ■ N 
xnan is willing to believe that he fnfcrs by bit dw 
fault ; and they therefore impatcd the preferefic 
which I had obtained, to artifice abd finud^ c^s 
dulacory compliances, and malignant calmnnie 
To no purpofe did I call upon my nnde to atte 
my innocence ; for who will believe what he wifb 
to be fftlfe ? I'he fame, heat and ignorance vihic 
gave me the firft advantage, confirmed my fiipcr 
ority ; they forced my unde, by repeated inM 
to depart from the houfc; and I was foon- by d 
fame treatment obliged to follow him. 

He chofc his refidence in the confines of LomJk 
where reft, tranquillity, and medicine reftored kii 
to part of the health which he had loit. I pki 
fed myfelf with perceiving, that I was not likd 
to obtain an immediate poiTeifion of wealth, whic 

CO Mboui* of nuiiQ Ii«l4 ^ouVc&vix^^Vi v:«j[m^%a 
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that he who had thus cUftingaiihcd nie, might hope 
to obtain a few yean of chearfulncft and plenty, 
and end his life without a total fruftration of thofo 
bleffings, which, whatever be their real value^ he 
had fought with fo much diligence, and purchafed 
with (b many viciflitudes of danger and fetigne^ 

My uncle indeed left me no reaibn to repine at 
his recovery $ for he was willing to accuftom ma 
early to the ofe of money, and fet apart for my 
annual expences fuch a revenue as I had fcarcel/ 
dared to image to myfelf in the warmeft momenta 
of hope and ambition, 

■ 

lean yet congratulate myfdf, that Fortune has 
feen her golden cup once tailed without inebriation* 
Neither my modefty nor prudence were overwhelm* 
cd by aflluence ; my elevation was without info- 
lenoe, and my expence without profuiion. I em- 
ployed the influence which money always confers* 
to the enlargement of my views, and the improve- 
ment of my underftanding. I mingled fometimes 
with parties of gaiety, and fometimes with confe- 
rences of learning -, appeared in every place where 
inilmdlion was to be found, and imagined, that, 
by ranging through all' the diveriities of life, I 
had acquainted myfelf fully with human nature, 
and learned all that was to be kuown of the vvsys 
of men. 



\^ 
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It Happened, however, thai I focm difeovetd 
how much was yet wanting to the completion d 
my knowledge; and foondy that, according to & 
neca\ remark, I had hitherto ieen the world bn 
on one £de. My uncle's confidence in his ia- 
crcafe of Ih^ngth, tempted him to careleffiieisaiid 
irregularity > he caught a fever by riding in tk 
rain, of which he dyed delirious on the third day. 
I buried him without any of the heir^s affednl 
grief or fecret exultation ; then preparing to tdte 
a legal poiTeflion of his £>rtnne, I opened his do- 
iet, where I found a will, made at his firft aixival, 
by which my i&ther was appointed the chief inhe- 
ritor of his riches, and nothing was left me, bnt 
a legacy fufficient to fupport me in the pcofaa- 
tion of my fhidies. 

I had not yet found fuch charms in proiperity, 
as to continue it by any acls of forgery or ixyuft' 
ice ; and therefore made haile to inform my fi^ 
ther of the riches which had been given him, not 
by fraternal kindneis, but by the delays of indo- 
lence, and the cowardice of age. The hungry 
family flew like vultures on their prey, and fooa 
made my difappointment .public by the tumult of 
their claims, and the fplendour of their forrow. 

It was now my part to coniider how I fhouldre- 
pair the difappointment which I had fufiered. I 
co\M not but triui^ph. m m^ V^Xi'j^X^^l ^dex&ds^ 
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which comprifed ahnoft every name that power or 
knowledge cntidcd to eminence, and in the pro^ 
{pedi of the innumerable roads to honour and pre- 
ferment, which I had laid open to myfclf by the 
wife de of te mp o r ary riches. I believed nothing 
neceflary, but that I ihould continue that acquain- 
tance to which I had been fo readily admitted, 
and which had hitherto been cultivated on both 
fides with equal ardour. 

Full of thefe expedadonsy I one morning or- 
dered a chair, with an intention to make my ofnal 
circle of morning vifits. MHiere I firft flopped, £ 
faw two footmen loUing at the door, who told me, 
without any change of poihu'e, or colleftion of 
countenance, that their mailer was at home, and 
fuilcred me to open the inner door without aflift- 
ance. I found my friend Handing ; and as I was 
tattling with my former freedom, was formally 
entreated to fit down, but did not flay to be fa- 
voured with any farther condefcenfions. 

My next experiment was made at the levee of a 
ftatefoian, who received me with an embrace of 
tendemefs, that he might with more decency pub- 
lifh my change of fortune to the fycophants about 
him. After he had enjoyed the triuilt^h of con- 
dolence, he tamed to a wealthy ilockjobbcr, and 
left me expofed to the fcom of thofe who hadlata- 
]/- courted my notice, and foliated my itiXftif:^. 



•168 Th6 R A M B L Eia. 1^x53. 

I was theii fet dawn at tHe door of another, wKo, 
upon my entrance, advifed me with great folem- 
nity to think of fome fettled provifion for life. ] 
left him, and hurried away to an old friend, who 
profef&d himfelf unfufceptible of any imprdfikms 
from profperity or misfortnne, and begged that 
he might ice me when he was more at leifore. 

Of fixty-feven doers at which I knocked in the 
firfl week after appearance in a mourning dreis, I 
was denied admiilion at forty-ieven j was fiiftftd 
at thirteen to wait in the outer room till bufinds 
was difpatched ; at four was entertained with a 
few qucftions about the weather; at one hetrd . 
the footman rated for bringing my name ; and at 
two w»is informed, in the flow of cafual convcria- 
tion, how much a man of rank degrades himfelf 
by mean company. 

My inclination now led me to try what rcccptkm 
I (liould find among the ladies ; but I found, tbat 
my uncle had carried all my powers of pleaiing to 
the grave. I had formerly been celebrated as a 
"%vit ; and not perceiving any languor in my imagi- 
•nation, 1 eflhycd to re\'ive that gaiety which had 
hitherto broken out involuntarily before my fen- 
tenccs were iiniihed. My remarks were now heard 
with a ftcady countenance ; and if a girl happen- 
ed to give way to Iv^bltevl laerriment, her for- 



I 



N^* 153. The RAMBLER. ^69 

wardnefs was reprefled with a frown by her mo- 
ther or her aunt. 

Wherever I come, I fcatter infirmity and difeafe ; 
every lady whom I meet in the Mall, is too weary 
to walk ; all whom I entreat to fing, are inflan- 
taneoofly troubled with colds ; if I propofe cards, 
they are afflided widi the head-ach; if I invite 
them to the gardens, they cannot bear a croad. 

All this however might be bom. Bol there b 
4 daff of mortals who think my anderftandingim- 
|>9Jred with $tiy fortune, exalt tbemfelves to the 
dignity of advice, and, whenever we happen to 
oieet, prefiime to prejtcribe my condud, regulate 
my economy* and dired my purfuits. Another 
j^e, equally impertinent and equally defpicable, 
are every moment recommending to me ^ atten- 
tion to my intereft, and think themfelves entitled 
by their fuperior prudence to reproach me^ if I 
(peak or move without regard to profit. 

Such, Mr Rambluk, is the power of wealth, 
that it commands the ear of greatnefs, and the eye 
of beauty } gives fpirit to the dull, and authority 
tp the timorous ; and leaves him from whom it de- 
parts, without virtue and without underftanding, 
the iport of caprioe, the fcofF of infolence, the 
ilave of meannefsy and the pupil of ignorance. 
/ am, dtc. 
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'TiU res antifiue lau£s bf ariis 
AggjreShr^ /omSos aufus rechdtre fonief. 



Viw. 



THE direaioii of Arifitth tsi diofe diat 
ftudy politics, is, firft to examine aiid«r 
derftand what has been written liythr 
ancients upon government \ then to caft dieir fsfx 
round upon the world, and confider by wlutf caub 
the profperity of communities is vifibly in8nenced» 
and why feme are worfe and others better adai- 
niflered. 

The fame method muft be pnrfued by himwlM 
hopes to become eminent in any other 'part of 
knowledge. His firft talk is^ to feared books ; the 
next, to contemplate nature. He moft firft pofleft 
himfelf of the intelledual treafures which the dili- 
gence of fucceffive ages has accumulated, and thea 
endeavour to encreafe them by his own colledions. 

The mental difeafes of the prefent generation 
are, impatience of ftudy, contempt of the great maP 
tQTs of ancient witiom, ^tA 2l da^^^dtijon to rely 
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wholly upon unaffifted genius and natural faga- 
city. The wits of thefe happy days have difco- 
vered a Way to fame, which the dull caution of our 
laborious ancedors durft never attempt. They cut 
the knots of fophiffay which it was formerly the 
bu£neis of years to untye, find themielves enabled 
to folve all difficulties by fudden irradiations of in- 
telligence, and comprehend long procefles of ar- 
gument by immediate intuition. 

Men who have flattered themfclves into this opi- 
nion of their own abilities, look down upon all 
who wafle their lives in the perufal of books, as a 
race of inferior beings^ whom nature has con- 
demned to perpetual pupillage, who are qualified 
for no higher employment than that of propaga- 
ting opinions implicitly itceived, who are frnitlefsly 
endeavouring to remedy their own barrennefs by 
inceflant cultivation, and fuccour their feeblenefs 
by fubfidiary ibength. They preTume, that none 
would be more indui^ous than themfelves, if they 
were not more fenfible of deficiencies ; and readily 
conclude, that he who places no confidence in his 
own powers, owes his modefly only to his weak- 
neiB. 

It is however certain, that no effimate is mofe in 
danger of erroneous calculations, than thofe by 
which every man computes the force of his own 
genius. It generally happens at bur eutraxvc^ \\M<^ 

Y 2 "^^ 
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the woAi, diat, hy the nasiml it!i i fl: o n ol 
L'rndr, we arc intlhied to zilbdate whh men 
and iprightiv, and ignorant like earfdies ; ^ 
OCT accomplifluncnts br a comporifon with i 
when we hare once obtained an a^nowledg 
periority over oar acqnaintasoes, a warm i 
narlon and (bong dcfire eafiij extend it ov 
reil of mankind ; and, if no accident forces 
to new emnladons, we grow (4d, and dye in 
ration of ourfelves. 

Vanity, thus confifined in her dominion 
dily liflens to the voice oFidleneTs, and felac 
flcmber of life with continual dreams of exce 
and greathels. A inan once prejudiced by i 
virion of his own natural vigonr of fancy a 
gacity of conjcdiuTy foon concludes, that he 
dy pofrcHcs whatever toil and enquiry can o 
He then lidens with eagemefs to all the wili 
jeAions which folly has raifcfd againft the CO) 
means of improvement, talks of the daHc ch; 
ihdigefted knowledge, defcribes the miichi 
<;Se£b of heterogeneous fciences fermenting 1 
mind, relates the blunders oT lettered ignoi 
expatiates on the heroic merit of thoie who d< 
from the tracks of prefcription, and (hakes o 
/hackles of authority, and ^ves ventlto the 
dons of his heart, by declaring that he owe 
tfaiog to pedants, and unlvcrflcies. 
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All thefe prctenfions, however confident, are 
very often vain. The laurels which fuperficial a- 
Cotenels gains by triumphs over ignorance unfup* 
ported by vivacity, are obferved by Locke to be 
foon loft, whenever real learning and rational di*- 
ligence appear againd- her ; the fallies of gaiety 
arc foon reprefled, the artifices of fobtilcy are foon 
detected by thofe who have carefully ftudied the 
queftion, and are therefore not eafily confounded 
or furprifcd. 

But though h (hould happen, that the contemner 
of books has neither been deceived by others nor 
by himfelf, and that he was really bom with a ge- 
nim farpaffing the ordinary abilities of mankind ; 
yd forely fudi gifts of Providence may be mort 
properly urged as incitements to labour, than en- 
couragements to negligence. He diat ne^eds the 
cnltnre of ground naturally fertile, is more fhame* 
InUy culpable than he whofe field would fcarcdj 
recompenie his hulbandry. 

O'cere resunlcs, that not to Iniow what haf toett 
iranfiided in former times, is to continue alwayf a 
child. If we make no nfe of the labours of our 
mnceflon, the world muft remain always in th« 
infancy of knowledge. The difeoveries of every 
man nrnft terminate in his own advantage, and 
the lludies of every age muft be employed on qucf- 
tions which the jpxHt generatioiv \i3A d«\5trR^^^« 
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We mAy» widi as little reproach to ourielves, make 
nfe of the fdoices as the manafadares of our an- 
cefiors ; and it is as rational to live in caves till 
our oWn hands have ereded a palace, as to rqed 
all knowledge of architedure, which our own an* 
derftandings will not fnpply. 



To the ftrongeft and quickefi mind it is &r 
fier to learn, than to invent. The principles <£ 
arithmetic and geometry may be comprehended by 
a dofe attention in a few days ; yet who can flat- 
ter himfelf, that the ihidy of a long life would 
have enabled him to difcover them> when he feei 
them yet unknown to fo many nations, whom hi 
cannot fuppofe leis liberally endowed with naturaL 
reafon, than the GrecUuu or Egyptiatu ? 

Every fcience was thus far advanced towaijl 
perfedUon, . by the emulous diligence of contemr 
poraiy fhidents, and the gradual difcoveries of one 
age improving on another ; and ibmetimes nnex- 
peded flaflies of inftrodion were ibuck out by the 
£utnitods-colliiion of happy incidents, or aninvo' 
Inntary concurrence of ideas ; in which the phib- 
fopher to whom they happened had no other me* 
rity than that of knowing their value, and tranf- 
mitting unclouded to poilerity that light which had 
been kindled by. cauics out of his power. Tbe 
happinefs of thcfe cafual illuminations no msa 
can promife to himIeIC« \>ec»Q& w^ ti^d«Kio\us can 
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procure them; and therefore, whatever be his 
abilities or application^ he muft always remain ig-' 
Borant* unlefs he will fubmit to learn from others 
what perhaps innft have lain hidfbr ever frbm hu- 
man penetiationy had not fome remote enqoir/ 
brought it to view ; as treafures are thrown np by 
the ploughman and the digger, in the rude exerdfe 
of their common occupations. 

The man whole genius qualifies him for great 
undertakings, muffc at lead be consent to learn 
from books the prefent ftate of human knowledge^ 
that he may not afcribe to himfdf the invention of 
atts already known, weary his attention with et- 
periments of which the event has been already 
regiftered, and wafle, in attempts which have al- 
» ready fucceeded or mifcarried in other hands, that 
time which might have been fpent with ufefubeis 
and honour upon new undertakings. 

But though the fhidy of books is neceflary, it Is 
not fufiicicnt to conftimte literary eminence. He 
that hopes to be counted among the benefadors Of 
poflerity, muft add by his own toil to die acqul- 
fitions of lus anceflors, and fecure his meniory 
from Aegled by ibme valuable improvement. This 
can only be efieded by looking out upon the wallet 
of the intelle6hud world, and extending the power 
of learning over regions yet undifciplined and bar- 
barous/ ar4>/farre}ringmorecxaibl7^^let't0c^^ 



k 
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doDunionty and driviag igaorance fhnn tfaefof 
treses and retreats where (he firolks ondcceded and 
nndiiliirbed. Every icience has iti difficolties, 
which yet call £6^ (bladon before wc attempt new 
fyftems of knowledge ; as every country has its 
forefts and marihes, which perhaps it might be 
wife to cultivate and drain, before didant colonici 
are proje£led, as a neceflkry difcharge of the exs- 
berance of inhabitants. 

No man ever yet became great by imitarjflli 
Whatever can hope for the veneiadoii of map|Dn|» 
snuft have invention either in the defigB <»' in dk 
execution 1 either the eflied mnft itfelf be new, or 
the means by which it is prodnced. fiidier to4» 
hitlicrto unknown muft be difcovered, or ^njf 
which are already known, enforced by fot)ngeren- 
dence» facilitated by dearer method^ or diuvbr 
ted by brighter illuilrations. 

No fame can fpread wide or endure long fhit 
is not rooted in nature, and manured by art. Tto 
which hopes to refift the blaft of maligpity, aad 
Hand firm againfl the attacks of time, muft • CM- 
tain in itfelf fomc original principle of growtk ' 
The reputation which arifes from the ' detail ff 
tranfpoiition of borrowed fentLments, ma^ fynti 
for a while, like ivy on the rind of antiquity ; but 
will be torn away by accident or. conteiBpty xini || 
fuifercd to rot unheeded on dkrgcoiiBd. ,i 

NMjj. j 
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"Sttriks tranfmfimm amtw^ 



Rec avi miln prima iSes, titc Brntm nnt^, 

STiVTIU««' 



NCHir of 49ie wnkncflfes of tlie hoaum 
bui nowficqaentlf incBmd tbt ftniinad* 
v^rfiM of fi^iical wriceftp dkaa die A^ 
UgpcDce with whii^nett ovcrlodkdieir own fkiiiti, 
kwrc v e r flagrant, and tie eafinds with whickths/ 
)»idonthem, howerer ftcqacntlx r^eated. 

ItiiaemsgfncfaUf bdiered, thatasdie^ecan^ 
not fee kfeUT, dw aund has no facuhios by which 
it can contemplatr its own ftate, and thitf th«r»- 
Ibre we have not the aMpuis of becoming acquaint- 
od with our real diarafters ; an opinion^ which^ 
like innamcrable odier poftnlafiei, ^ enq«rer ^nda 
himfelf inclined to admit with very little evidence^ 
becanfe it aiMb a ready iUn^n ofmaay moral 
diffieiikiet. b will explain wlqr die goeateiabili- 
liea ibeqaendy hjl to fmomote the happinefe of 
tfaoie 1^10 pofleis them; why diofe who candiftiii- 
goiih widi the otmoft nioBty the boondarics of vice 
and \irtne^ taSa thua tohc QOS&savUd'«L^8|«& 

YauVL Z w««k^ 
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own condud ; why tlie zSdrc and vigilant refign 
their aflEadrs impliddj to the management of 0- 
thers; and whjr die c an tioos and fearfid.make 
hourly approaches towards ndn, without one figh 
of folidtude, or fbnggleof efq^pe. 

When a pofition teems dioa with commodious 
confeqacnces, who can without regret confe^it 
to' be hl£e ? Yet it is certain, that die pleafbre of 
wantoning in flowery periods, and the pride of 
iwelling widi airy dedamiationv has proidoced t 
di^pofition to extend the dominion of the paiioM 
beydnd die limits that nature has afigned. Self- 
love is very often rather arrogant dian blind ; aid, 
though it does not hide onrfaidts from omiUves, per- 
fuades us, that diey dcape the notice of others, and - 
di^fes us to refent cenfores which we feel to be jufti 
and to claim honours which, in our own opinioD, 
we do not merit. We are confoous of imiumen- 
ble defeds and vices, which we hope to conced 
from the public eye ; and [deafe oorfelves widi Ac 
fucceis of innumerable impofbres, by which, uk 
reality, no body is deceived. 

In piroof of the dimnefs of our internal fights or 
the general inability of man to determine ri^rijr 
concerning his own charader, it is conunon to 
urge the fuccefs of the moft abfurd aaod incrediblo 
flattery, and the refentment which is always ni- 
fedby advicei howev^tfoft, VKM'idiRfns^aaDikvBaf 
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.ibnablc. Bat flattery, if its operation be more 
nearly examined, will be found to owe its accep- 
tance, not to our ignorance, but our knowledge of 
our defeds, and to delight us rather as it confbles 
our wants than celebrates our poflefiions. He that 
fhall folicit the favour of his patron by praifing him 
for qualities which he can find in himfelf, will al* 
ways be defeated by the more daring panegyrid, 
who enriches him with adfdtitious excellence, and 
plunders the fages and heroes of antiquity, for the 
decoration of his name. Juft praife is only a deb^ 
bnt flattery is a prefent. The acknowledgment of 
thofe virtues on which confdence congratulates us, 
is a tribute that we can at any time exad with con- 
fidence : bnt ^ celebration of thofe which we 
only feign, or which we deflre, without any vigo- 
jous endeavours to attain them, is received as a 
oonfeffion of foveretgnty over regions that we ne- 
ver conquered, as a fevourable deciflon of difpn- 
table daims, and is more welcome as it is more 
gratuitous. 

Advice is generally ofleniive, notbecaufeitlays 
us open to regret, or convids us of any fault 
whidi had efeaped our notice, but becaafe it 
ihows us, that we are known to othors as wdl at 
to ourfelves, that our artifices of hypocrify have 
been detected, or that the fear of our refentment 
has loft its influence ; and the officious monitor is 
perfecnted with hatred, not bccaufe U& ^j»»Saack»^ 

Z 2 '^a^ 
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is confidered as hiCe, but bectnfe he affiuDes dut 
faperionty which we are not willhig to grant Mm, 
has dared to dcted what we endeavoCuvd^ eoe- 
^ceal, and to utter what his imt or hia ttfldtmA 
oaght to hare fopprefied. 

• For this reaibn adrke is commonly incfeftniL 
Ifthofewho follow die call of their delifti, widi- 
out any enquiry whither they were going, had I 
tieviated sgnorantly from the padtt of mUHomt 
and were mfhing upon dangers which thtyhti 
not foiefeen, they would readily IsftBii «» any il* 



formadon that might recal them fitmi their cr* 
jxynrs, and catch the firft alarm by which deiitc* . 
tion or infamy is denounced. * fint few waadir h 
the wrong way, becauie they miflake it (or tk 
right, but bccauTe it is more fxnooth and fkmafi ' ' 1 
and'therefbre few are perfiiaded to qoit it fay il* 2 
monidon or reproof, becauie diey impreft no aar t 
convidion, nor confer any new powers of adiei ; t 
or refiftance. He that is gravely infisnned hom . i 
foon profufion will annihilate his fortune, hean i 
with very litde advantage what he knew befbic^ i 
and catches at the next occa£on of expence, te- i 
caufe advice has no tendency to fupprefs hiv vaai- ' I 
ty. He that is told how certainly intempenace • < 
will hurry him to the grave, runs with his ufiol > 
ipeed to a new courfe of luxury 1 becanfe hisrea- 
fon ii not invigorated, nor his appetite weakened. 
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Thfl JBsfcfaicf of fladny k dut of fiippreffiag 
dw inflaenoe of hooefr ajiibicioii« bjr an opouoft 
tbat Jtfnoiir swf be gained withovt tfactoU of a^ 
rit ; and the benefit of adfice arifes commooif 
from the difooftiy which k nfMtof thepublio 
opinion. He that could withftand confciencey^ if 
fiightedatin&myj and fluune prevails, when rea- 
fim it defeated. 

Aa we aUknow otar owm finhi, andknowihm 
generally wkli.ntttt7aggrafatio&i, which knauu 
peripicacity cauMC difcover, there » perhaps no 
maa» however hasdoied by impudence or diiU 
pated by levity, however (heltrnd by hypocrHy 
or blafted with difgrace, who does not intend foaM 
time to review hi^ condod, and to regulate ^ 
renuuning part of his life by the laws of virtiK. 
New tempisationi indeed attadc him, new Invka- 
fiOBS am offered by pkafbre and by intere^ and 
the hoar of refbrnadon is alw^ysdelayed 1 cfetj 
delay gives vice another opportunity of fortifying 
Mrtfbyhabity and die change of manners, though 
ftttcerely intended and rationally phnned, Is re^ 
fcrred to the lime whenfome craving pafion fliall 
be fully gratified^ or ibme powerfid allurement 
its importunity. 



nrhus procraftmalion is accnmulated on procraT- 
dnation, and one impediment -facceed* another, 
till age fhattcn our relblution, or dt^Ai Vsftctnc^ 
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the projed of amendment. Soch is often t 
of ourfalntary parpofes, after they have lo 
lighted the imagination, and appeafed th 
quiet which every mind feels ftom known n 
dudy when the attention is not diverted b; 
nek or by pleafore* 

« 

Nothing furely can be more unworthy .of 
ibnable nature, than to continue in a Hate 
pofite to real happinefs, as that all the pe 
folitude, and all the felicity of meditation, 
arife from refolutions of forfaking it. y 
world will often afibrd opportunities of obfi 
men, who pafs month^ and years in a coi 
war with their own convidUons, and are eve 
dragged by habit or betrayed by. paffion intc 
tices, which diey clofed and opened thei 
with.purpofes to avoid; purpofes, which, t 
fetded on convidion, the firft impulfe of m 
tary defire certainly overthrows. 

The influence of cuftom is indeed fuch, i 
conquer it will require the ntmoft efforts of 
tude and virtue ; nor can I think any mac 
worthy of veneration and renown, than thoi 
have burft the (hackles of habitual vice. Th 
tory is more heroic, as the objeds of guilty 
ficadon are more familiar, and the recurrei 
folicitadon more frequent. He'that« from 
vi&ioD. of the folly of soDabv^Qi^, idv^^^VV^ 
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of power, fets himfelffree at once from any temp- 
tation to fqoander his life in conrts, becaufe he 
cannot eaiUy regain his former ftation. He who 
is enflaved by an amorous paffion, may quit his 
tyrant in difgnfl, and abfence will, without the 
help of reaibn, overcome by degrees the defire of 
returning. But thofe appetites to which every 
place affords their proper gradficadon, and which 
require no preparatory meafures or gradual advan- 
ces, are more tenacioufly adhefive; the wifh is 
fo near the enjoyment, that compliance often pre- 
cedes con/ideration, and before the powers of rea- 
ibn can be fummoned, the time for employing 
them is paft. 

Indolence is therefore one of the vices from 
which thofe whom it once infedh are feldom re- 
formed. Every other ipecies of luxury operates 
Apon fome appetite, which is quickly fadated; 
and requires fome concurrence of art or accident, 
which every place will not fupply : but the deiire 
of eafe ads equally at every hoUr, and the longer 
it is indulged, is the more encreafcd. To do no- 
thing is in every man's power, and we can never 
want an opportunity of negleding duties. The 
lapie to indolence is foft and imperceptible, be- 
caufe it is only a mere ceffation of adtivity ; but 
the return to diligence is difficult, becaufe it im- 
plies a change from reft to roodon, from privation 
to reality. 
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FmtiMs itftenfiu Avirm : . 

No8ts atqite £es fatet atri jmma Ditis : 

SeJ ri*vocare gradum^ fitferafyue foadne ad mem^ 

Hoc ofuSt hie labor efi, ** ^ » 



^■^ii 



It might perhaps be ufefiil to the conqoeft of 
theib enfnarers of the mind, if at certain ftated p^ 
riods life was to be reviewed. Many things necefi- 
ty are negle&ed, becaufe we vainly imagine, db|t 
they may be always performed; and what ca^ 
not be done without pain, will certainly be dela^ 
ed if the time of doing it be left uniisttled* Np 
corruption is great but by long negligence^ wluA 
can fcarcely prevail in a mind regularly and fie- 
quently aw&kened by the pain of remorie. He 
that thus breaks his life into parts^ will findia 
himfelf a defire to diitinguiih .eveiy ftage of hit 
exigence by fome improvement, and delight him- 
felf with the approach of the day of reoolledioD» 
as of the time which is to begin a new ieoes of 
virtue and felicity* 
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Nmnfuam uKud natura^ aUud /amentia iBcit, 

Juv. 

EVay gov^nuneaty fay tke politicians, is 
peqpetualiy degeneratiAg towards £omip- 
tion; fiom which it muft be refcued at 
.^crtaiQ periods^ by the r^ufdtation of its firft prin- 
ciple, and the re-eftablifiiment of its original con- 
ffitHtion. Every animal body, accorduig xp the 
methodic phyficians^ is> by the predominance of 
fbme exuberant quality, continually declining to- 
wards difeafe and death ; which mufl be obviated, 
by a' feafiuiable redn^ion of die peccant humour 
to the'juft eqnippiie whkh health requires. 

In the fame manner, the ftudies of mankind, 
all, at leaft, which, not being fubjedl to rigorous 
demonftration, admit the influence of fancy and 
caprice, are perpetually tending to errour and coiv- 
fiifion. The great principles of truth which the 
firfl fpeculatifts difcovered, have their fimpHcity 
. embarrafled by ambitious additions, or their evi- 
dence obfcured by inaccurate augmentation ; and 
as they defcend from one fttcceflLou of ^i\t&x^ lok 

Vol. VI A a ;\sio^^^> 



i86 The RAMBLED. N'l^d 

another, like light tranfmitted from room to roonit 
lofe by degrees their flrength and fplendour, and 
fade at laft into total eranefcence. 

It is neceflary, therefore, to review the {yHtem 
of learning, to analife complications into prin- 
ciples, and difentangle knowledge from opinion. It 
is not always poffible, without a clofe and diligent 
infpe^lion, to feparate the genuine (hoots of con- 
fequential reafoning, which grow out of fome ra- 
dical populate, from die branches which art his 
engrafted on it. The accidental prefcriptions of 
audiority, when time has procured them venenf- 
tion, are often confounded with the laws of na- 
ture; and diofe rules are fnppofed coeval widi 
reafon, of which the firft rife cannot be difco- 

I 

vcred. 

Critlcifm, amidft her endeavours to reilrain tlie 
licentioufners of imagination, and detedt the to- 
tagems of fallacy, has fulFcred her provinces to be 
invaded by thofe reftlefs powers. Like the ^ident 
Srythians, by extending her conquefls over diftait 
regions, fhe has left her throne vacant to her 
flaves, and fufFered Prejudice and Errour to reign 
unmolcfted in her own dominions. 

Among the innumerable rules which the nato- 
ral defire of extending authority, or the honeil ar 
dour of promoting ktvovAe^^»V^a^\^sttL a^ to age 
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prompted men of very different abilities to pre<- 
fcribe to writers, all which have been received and 
eftablifhed, have not the fame original right to our 
regard. Some are indeed to be confidered as fun-^ 
damcntal and indifpenfabley others only as ufeful 
and convenient ; fome as didated by reaibn and 
neceiiityy others as enaded by defpotic antiquity ; 
feme as invincibly fupportcd by their conformity 
|o the order of nature, and the operations of the 
iatelled ; others as formed by accident, or infti- 
tttted by example, and therefore always liable to 
difpute and alteration. 

That many rules of compoiition have been ad- 
vanced by critics without confulting nature or rea- 
£bn, we cannot but fufped, when we find it per- 
emptorily decreed by the ancient mafters, that only 
three J^eakittg perfinages Jhould appear at once upon the 
fiage\ a law which the variety and intricacy of 
modern plays has made impoffibleto be obfcrved; 
and which, therefore, we now violate without 
.icruple, and, as experience proves, without incon- 
venience. 

The original of this precept was merely acci- 
dental. Tragedy was a monody, or fol^tary ibng in 
honour of Bacchus^ which was afterwards improved 
into a dialogue by the addition of another fjpeaker ; 
but, remembering that the tragedy was at firft pro- 
nouncejd o«Iy by one, theyduril not for Cometinvc 

A a 2 N^^vax^ 
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YOBfbaie beytmA two; it lit; wtoi cnfloB 
imponkf had nude tiiciB dinngy dicyexii 
Adr liberty to tiie idmiffioD of tikree, b« 
fbained tiie mfel Tes by a oitkil edi£l fitm 
ctcr exorbitance. 

' By what acddent the munber of afts was ! 
td to five, I know not that any author h; 
formed os ; bat certainly it is not determxn 
anyneceffity, diifing either fiom die natuine 
tioniy or the pr opriety of exhibition. An 
only the reprefentation of fach a part of th< 
nefs of the play as proceeds in an unbroken t 
withoBt any intermediate panfe. Nodiing h 
erident than that of every real, and, by 
quence, of every dramatic aftion, the inl 
may be more or fewer than five. And indc 
role is, upon the 'EngUJb ftagc, evciy day \ 
in efFed, without any other mifchief thai 
which arifes from an abfurd endeavoor to g 
it in iippearance. For whenever the ft 
Ihiftedy the aft ceafes ; iince foiii^ time is n 
rily fuppofed to elapfe, while the peribnages 
drama change their place. 

With no greater right to our obedieBC< 

the critics confined the dramatic aftion to 

tain number of hours. Probability inde 

Quires, that the time of a£tion (hould ftp] 

IcMDewhat nearly to t\vat oi ^-sV^i^ix^voxv*^ «!o 
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phtpm^ always be thoaght moft happily con* 
doBcdf which croud the grcateft variety into the 
lead fpace. But fince it will frequently happen^ 
that ^me delufion muft be admitted, I know not 
where the limits of imagination can be fixed ; nor 
have I ever obferved, that minds not already pre« 
poflefled by criti^iim, feel any offence from the 
extenfion of the intervals between the a^ ; nor 
can I conceive it abford or impoffible, that he who 
can multiply three hours into twelve, or twenty* 
four, might image with equal eafe a greater number. 

I know not whether he that profeiTes to regaled 
fio other- laws than thofe of Batnre» will not be in* 
dined to receive Thigi-comedy to his protedioo» 
:whom, however generally condemned, her own 
laurels have hitherto fhaded from the fulminations 
of criticifm. For what is there in the mingled 
idrama which impartial reaibn can condenm ? The 
connexion of important with trivial incidents, £nce 
it is not only common, but perpetual in the worlds 
-may furely be allowed upon the ftage, which pre- 
.tends only to be the mirrour of life. The impro- 
priety of fuj^effing the paffions before we have 
raifed them to the intended agitation, and of di- 
verting the expe^ation from an ^vent which we 
keep fttfpended only to roife it, may indeed lie 
• fpecioafly urged. But will not experience confute 
thh objedion ? Is it not certain, that the tragic 
and comic affe^ons have been moved ;9i^<&tvv'aX'SLV{ 
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with equal force» and that no plays have oftcner 
fiiled the eye with tears, and the breaft with palpi- 
tation» than tliofe which are variegated with in- 
terludes of mirth? 

I do not however think it always &fc to judge 
of works of genius merely by the event. Thefe 
refifUcfs viciffitudcs of the heart, this alternate pre- 
valence of merriment and folemnity, may fomc^ 
times be more properly afcribed to the vigour of 
the writer, than the juflnefs of the defign ; and, 
inflead of vindicating tragi -comedy by the fuccds 
of Shake/fear^ we ought perhaps to pay new ho- 
nours to that tranfcendant and unbounded gniiis 
that could prefide over the paflions in fpoit ; wha> 
to produce or adiuate the aife^ions, needed not 
the flow gradation of common means, bat could 
fill the heart with indantaneous jollity or forrow, 
and vary our difpoiition as he changed his fcenes. 
Perhaps the effects even of Sbakefpear*^ ^pottry 
might have been yet greater, had he not counter- 
adedhimfelf ; and we might have been more inter- 
eftedin the difbrefTesof his heroes, had we not beet 
fo frequently diverted by the jokes of his buftbonfti 

There arc other rules more fixed and obligatory. 
It is neceiTary, that of every play the chief adion 
ihould be fingle ; becaufe a play reprefents fomc 
tranfadtion through its regular maturation 'to its 

£nal 
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final event ; and therefore twotraniadions, equally 
important, muft evidently conftitutc two plays. 

As the defign of tragedy is to inftmdt by mo- 
ving the paffionsy it muft always have a hero or 
perfonage apparently and inconteftably fnperior to 
the reft, upon whom the attention may be fixed, 
and the expectation fufpended. Of two peribns 
oppoiing each other with equal abilities and equal 
virtue, the auditor will indeed inevitably in time 
chufe his favourite ; but as that chbice muft be 
without any cogency of convidion, the hopes or 
fears which it raifes will be faint and languid. Of 
two heroes admg in confederacy againft a com**- 
mon enemy, the virtues or dangers will give little 
emotion ; becauie each claims our concern with 
die fame right, and the heart lyes at reft between 
eqaal motives* • 

• . - ■ " 

It ought to be the firft endeavour of a writer, to 
diftinguifh nature from cuftom, or that which is 
eftabliihed becauie it is right, ^m thkt whibh is 
nght only becaufe it' is eftabliihed ; that he may 
neither violate eflential principles by a defire of no- 
velty, nor debar himielf from the attainment of any 
beauties within his view, by a needlefs fear of 
breaking rules whidi nti li^^rary di^tor had au- 
chortty to'prefcrib*. 



^^ \VV. 
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SIR, 

T Hough one of your correfpondents Itfi 
lately prefomed to mention with fonu 
degree oi contempt, that preience of at 
tention and eafmefs of addrefs, which the gay am 
polite have long agreed to celebrate aiyi efteem; 
yet I cannot be perfuaded to think them unwortli) 
of regard or cultivation ; and am inclined to believe 
that, as we fcldom valne rightly what we have ne- 
ver known the mifery of wanting, his judgmem 
has been vitiated by his happinefs^ and Chat a na- 
tural exuberance of alTurance has hindered hia 
from difcovering its excellence and ufe. 

This felicity, whether bellowed by confHtotion, 

or obtained by early habitudes, I can icarcely 

contemplate without envy. I was bred under a 

maji of learning mtk^ cq>mvXxv ',>N\vo,liaving little 
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acquaintance with grandeur or with pleafure, in- 
culcated nothing .but the dignity of knowledge, 
and the happineis of virtue. By the frequency of 
Jiis admonitions, and the confidence of his a^r- 
tions, he prevailed upon one to believe^ that, at 
jny firft endrance into the world> the iplendour of 
literature would be fufficient to attradt diItin£tion, 
if it was not darkened by corruption : and I there- 
fore purfued my ftndies with incefTant induilry, and 
avoided every thing which I had been taught to 
confider, either as vicious, or tending to vice ; be- 
caufe I regarded guilt and reproach as infeparably 
united, and thought a tainted reputation the greatell 
calamity. ^ 

At the univerfity I found no reafon for chanj^ng 
Ttij opinion : for though many among my fcUow- 
ftudents were to be found, who took the oppor- 
tunity of a more remifs difcipline to gratify their 
paffions ; yet Virtue preferved her natural fuperio- 
rity ; and thofe who ventured to negledl, were not 
•foffered to infulther. The ambition of pett;^ ac- 
compliOiments found its way into the receptacles 
of learning, but was obferved to feize commonly 
on thofe who either negleded the fciences, or could 
not attain them ; and I was therefore confirmed in 
the dodrines of my old mailer, and thought no- 
thing worthy of my care but the means of gaining 
or imparting knowledge. 

YoL.VL Bb *Vka 
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This purity of maimeny aad iiiteiifene& of tp* 
plication, foon extended my renown beyond mj 
own college ; and I was confidered by thofe whofi 
opinion I thonght very onlikdy to decrive me, as 
a young man that» by early improvements, gaic 
uncommon hopes of future eminence. My pe^ 
formances in time reached my native proviace^ 
and my relations congratulated themfdves vptm 
the new honours that were added to their family. 

I returned to them at laft; covered widi acade- 
mical laurels, and fraught with criticifm and |Ai^ 
lofophy. The wit, the fcholar, exdted curiofitf ; 
and my acquaintance was folidted by innumeraUfc 
invitations. To pleafe, will always be the wiihof 
benevolence ; to be admired, mufl be the confiint 
aim of ambition ; and I therefore confidered my- 
felf as about to receive the reward of my honeft 
labours, and to find the efficacy of learning uri 
of virtue. 

The third «day after my arrival, I dined at Ae 
houfe of a gentleman who had (lunmoned a multi- 
tude of his friends to the annual celebration of his 
wedding-day. I fet forward with great exultadoo^ 
and thought myfelf happy, that I had an oppor- 
tunity of difplaying my powers to fo numerous ta 
afTembly. I felt no fenfe of my own infuffidency, 
til], as I was going up Hairs to the dining-rooniy 
I heard the mingled x02a oi ci^^«<^x^sQgk xoeaai' 
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nent. I was, however, difgofied rather than ter- 
rified, and therefore entered without dejedion. 
rhe whole company rofe to receive me; ^nd, 
when I iaw To many eyes fixed at once upon me, 
[ was blafted with a fudden imbecillity ; I was 
q^aelled by fome namelefs power, which I found 
impoffible to be reMed. My fight was dazzled, 
my cheeks glowed, my perceptions were con- 
founded ; I was harrafTed by a multitude of eager 
falutations, and returned the common civilities 
with hefitation and impropriety ; the fenfe of my 
own blunders encreafed my confufion, and, before 
the exchange of ceremonies allowed me to fit 
down, I was ready to fink under the opprefilon of 
furprife ^ my voice grew weak, and my knees 
trembled. 

• • 

The afiembly then refumed their places, and I 
fat with my eyes fixed upon the ground. To the 
queftions of curiofity, or the appeals of complai- 
fance, I could feldom anfwer but with negative 
monofyllables, or profeffions of ignorance ; for, 
indeed, the fubjeds on which they converfed were 
fuch as are feldom difcufied in books, and were 
therefore* out of my range of knowledge. At 
length an old clergyman, who rightly conjeflured 
the reafon of my concifenefs, relieved me by fon^e 
quefiions about the prefent date of natural know- 
ledge, and engaged me, by an appearance of doubt 

B b 2 and 
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and oppofition, in the explication and defence of 
the Newtonian philoibphy. 

The confcioufneis of my own abilities roofed me 
from my depreffion, and my long familiarity witk 
the fnbjefl enabled me to difcouiie upon it widi 
eafe and volubility : but however I might pleafe 
myfelf, I found very little added by my demonftra- 
tions to the fadsfaftion of the company ; and my 
antagonift, who knew the laws of converfation 
too well, to detain their attention long upon an un- 
pleafing topic, after hs had commended my acnte- 
nefs and comprehenfion, difmifTed the controvcrTy, 
and refigned me to my former infigHificance and 
perplexity. 

After dinner, I received from the ladies> wha 
had heard that 1 was a wit, an invitation to the 
tea-table. I congratulated myfelf upon an oppor- 
tunity to efcape from the company whofe gaiety 
began to be tumultuous, and among whom feveral 
hints had been dropped of the ufeleflhefs of uni- 
verfities, the folly of book-learning, and the auk- 
wardncfs of fcholars. To the ladies, therefore, I 
flew, as to a refuge from clamour, infult, and nif- 
ticity J but found my heart fmk as I approached 
their apartment, and was again difconccrted by 
the ceremonies of entrance, and confounded by 
the necefiity of encountering fo many eyes at once. 



"^V^'^ 
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When I fat down, I confidered that fomething 
pretty was always to be faid to ladies, and refolved 
to recover my credit by iome elegant obfervation 
or graceful compliment. I therefore applied my- 
felf to the recolledion of all that I had read or 
heard in praife of beaaty, and endeavoored to ac- 
commodate (bme daffical compliment to the pre- 
ient occafion. I fimk into profound meditation, 
rerolved the charaders of the heroines of old, 
€X>nfidered whatever die poets have fung in their 
praife ; and, after having borrowed and Invented, 
chofen and rejeded a thoufand fentiments; which, 
if I had uttered them, would not have been jm- 
derilood, I was atlaft awakened from my dreanl . 
of learned gallantly^ by the fervant who difbibuted 
the tea. 

There are not many iitnations more incefTantly 
uneafy, than that in which the man is placed, who 
is watching an opportunity to fpeak, without cou- 
rage to take it when it is offered, and who, though 
he refolves to give a fpecimen of his abilities, al- 
ways finds fome reafon or other for delaying it to 
the next niinute. I was afliamed of filence, and 
yet could find nothing to fay of elegance or im- 
portance equal to my own wifhes. The ladies, 
who were afraid of my learning, thought them'- 
felves not qualified to propofe any fubje6l of prattle 
to a man fo famous for diiputation ; and (here was 
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tion. 

In thisconflidoffhame, as I was icaflbnUiaf 
my fcattered iendments, and itUwmg to fbice nj 
imagination to fome fprightly ially» had joft fbond 
a very happy compliment, by too moch attmtioi 
to my own meditations^ I fofieicd the (ancer tt 
drop from my hand. The cop was broken, die 
lap-dog was fcalded, a brocaded petticoat was 
Sained, and the whole ailembly was thrown into 
Jiifoider. I now coniidered all hopes of repotatioa 
as at an end ; and, while they were condoling and 
aflifling one another, ftole away in filence. 

The mifadventures of this unhappy day ait not 
yet at an end ; for I am afraid of meeting any of 
.tho(e who have feen me in this ftate of ftnpidi^ 
and contempt, and find the fame terronrs en- 
croaching upon my* powers at the fight of thofe . 
who have once impreifed them. Shame, above 
any other paffion, propagates itfelf. Before thofe 
who have once feen me confufed, I can never ap- 
pear without new confuiion ; and the remembrance 
of the weaknefs which I have once difcovered, 
hinders me from acting or ipeaking with my na- 
tural force. 

But is this mifery, Mr Rambler, never to have 
an end ? Have I fpentmy Y\& ixi&ai^^ qvlVj to be- 
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come the fport of the ignorant, and debarred my- 
felf from all the common enjoyment^ of youth, to 
colled ideas which mnft fleep in filence, and ibrm 
opinions which I mnft never divulge ? Inform me, 
dear Sir, by what means I may refcue my faculties 
fiom thefe (hackles of cowardice, how I may'Mfe 
t^ a level with my fellow-beings, recal myielf 
fitnn this languor of involuntary fubjedion, to the 
exertion of my intelleds, and add to the power of 
reafoning the liberty of ipeech. 

SIR, kt. 

Vericundvlvs. 
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Crammatici certant, et aSuc Jkh jtuRce Us eft. 

Hbi. 

CRlticirm, thongh dignified from the earM 
ages by the labours of men eminent for 
knowledge and fagacity, and, iince the 
revival of polite literature, the ^\wurite ftudy of 
European fcholars, has not yet attained the certain- 
ty and liability of fcience. The rules that haw 
been hitherto received, are feldom drawn from any 
fettled principle or fclf-evident poilulate, nor are ad- 
apted to the natural and invariable conititution oi 
things ; but will be found, upon examination^ to 
be the arbitrary edidls of dictators exalted by their 
own authority, who out of many means by which 
the fame end may be attained, felefted thofe 
which happened to occur to their own reflection; 
and then bv an cdift, which idlenefs and timidity 
%vcre willing to obey, prohibited any new experi- 
ments of wit, rcftrained fancy from the indulgence 
of her innate inclination to hazard and adventure, 
and condemned all the future flights of genius to 
purfue the path of the Meonian.^^Q. 
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The anthoritf daiifted bf cricics Aay be mort 
jniUy oppoied, as it k apparently derived from 
tkem whom ikey eddeavoiir to controul ; for wc 
ftte indebted for a very iraaU part of the rules of 
writing to the acuteliers of thoie by whom they 
are deHveredir The crities have generally no o- 
ther merit, than that of having read ^ works of 
great authors with attention : they have obferved 
the anrangemeBt of their nKitfer, and the graces of 
their expreffion^ and then expe£k honour and' re- 
verence £or precepts which they never could have 
invented; {o that pra^ice has introduced rules, 
radier than toles hai% dire£Ud praliice. 

For this reaidn the Ut9fs of every fpecies of wri- 
ting have been iettled by the ideas of him by 
whom it was firft raifed to repatation, without much 
enquiry whether his performances were not yet fuf- 
ceptible 6f improvement. The excellencies and 
the faults of celebrated writers have been equally 
reconunended to poflerity ; and (b far has blind 
reverence pievailed, that the Aomber of their 
books has b^pn thought worthy of imitation. 

The ima^adoft of the firft authors of lyric po- 
etry was vehemeAl and rapid, and their know- 
ledge was various and exten6ve« They lived in 
an age when fcience had been little cultivated, and 
when the minds of their auditors, not being ac- 
cuilomed to accurate inipe£Uon, were eafily daz^ 
j/a/ bjrg^Ms^ ideas ; they ap^Uci xkciD&€^N^^ \s^ 

Vol. VL C c \aSsx>i£^> 
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inftrof^, rather by (hort fentences and ibikiag 
thoughts than by regular argamentatioii ; and find* 
ing attention more fuccefsfblly excited by foddca 
falHes and unexpedted exclamations, than by die 
more artful and placid beauties of methodical de- 
dudlion, they gave way to their own genius, piff- 
ed from one fentiment to another, without ex- 
preiHng the intermediate ideas, and roved at large 
over the ideal world, with fuch lightnefs and agi- 
lity that their footfteps are ofti^ fcarcely to be 
traced. 

From this accidental peculianty of die andent 
writers, the critics have deduced the mles of If- 
ric poetry, which they have Tet free from all the 
laws by which other compofidons are confinedi 
and allowed to neglect all the niceties of tranfition, , 
to dart into remote digrelQions, and to wander 
without reflraint from one fcene of imagery to 
another. 

A writer of later times has, by the vivacity of 

his cfTays, reconciled mankind to the fame licen- 
tioufneis in ihort differtations ; and he therefore 
who wants (kill to form a plan, or diligence to 
purfue it, needs only entitle his performance, an 
•efTay to acquire the right of heaping together the 
colleftionsof half his life, without order, cohe- 
rence, or propriety. 



But though in v/ntiii^, as VQ.\a&, IvdSxji «K^t&- 
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■• ten endured without difgoft when they are aiTocia- 
-tsd with tranfcendaiit merit, and may be fomeo 
•times recommended to weak judgments by the luf- 
.tre which they obtain from their union wiih ex- 
cellence I yet it ia die bufinefs of thofe who pre- 
-fume to fnperintend the tafte or morals of man- 
• kindy to feparate illufive combinations, and dif- 
tinguifh that whi^h is to be praiTed firom that which 
is only to be excuied. As vices never promote 
iiappineis, though, when overpowered by more 
•adive and more numerous virtues, they may not 
always hinder it ; fo confiifion and irregularity pro- 
duce no beauty, though they cannot always ob- 
:ftrud the efibrts of genius and learning. To pro- 
ceed from one truth to another, and conned dif- 
-tant propoiiti<m8 by regular confequences, is the 
•great prerogative of man; and though independ- 
ant and unconneded fentiments iiafhing upon the 
mind in quick fucceflion, may for a time delight 
by their novelty ; yet they differ from fyftematical 
reafpning, as iingle notes from harmony, as the 
glances of lightening from the radiance of the fun. 

.When rules are thus drawn, not from rea(bn 
but from precedents, there is danger not oiily fit)m 
the faults of an author, but from the errours of 
•thofe who criticife his works ; fince they may o^- 
ten miflead their pupils by falfe reprefentations, 
as the Ciceroniam of the fixteenth century were feme- 
times betrayed into barbarifms, by corrupt co!2ie& 

of their darling writer. 

C « a ^ 
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It it allowed at prfTcnty that tbc prptmial linos 
of a poem, in which the geiieral ibbjcd i» propo- 
Hcd, mdk always be void of glitter sad cmbdhihp 
ment. *< The £ur£b lines of /'imiA^ LbJ^;'. %< Mr 
Jddipm^ " are perhaps aj plaiiu fimple. and no- 
" adorned, as any of the whole poem j in which 
'' pamcuhr the author has confbnned himfelf to 
'' the example of i^oiMM'y and the p]XQeptQf/&nKr/ 

This obfervadon feems to have beea made bjr 
an implicit adoption of the common opinion* with- 
out much coniideration either of |he precept or a- 
ample. Had U§rqce been confulted* he woobl 
have been found to have direihui what ihouU be 
comprifed in the proportion, notliow it ftouldbe 
expreflcd ; and to have comn^cnded Htmer in op- 
pofition to a meaner poet, not for the gradual e- 
levation of his didion, but the esepanfion of his 
plan ; for difplaying events which he had ootpio- 
niifed, not for producing unexpected elegancies of 
»ftyle. 

Speciofa dehinc mracula promt t^ 



Antiphatiu ^cyllamquiy $t cum Cjclopg CbivybSm, 

If the exordial lines of Homer be compaivd with 
the reft of the poem, they will not appear remark- 
able for plainnefs or fimplici^, but rather exni- 
ncntly adorned and illuminated. 
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"Avfpd /lot iwt^iy Mhoo, iro\vTf&ir&9f If fiAkx fkkk 
TlxA.y^^t liru T/>«W <if>ev xroxit^pw trtpn* 
llAXJiaw ^wi^f&wm litf Arm, tuu nmr iyiMi^ 
IIoXAa 4^ oy if rirrf iriSm Sxytm ov mcrc^ di//u^v^ 
*Apwfawc iff ri >|^;t«i» wu iww trmpur 
*Axa' 6«r' «f frapMf iffyamtro, U/tsfof Trip* 

Vinruh ot xaret /3vf vmpmof *Hixmm 
'Ho'^'ov* aurop Twrn> aptihm lAr^un Xiutip* 

« 

The firft verfes of the JZrW are eminently ^len- 
did ; and the propofition of the Eniid dofes with 
dignity and magnificencOf not often to be found 
even in the poetry of FirgiL 

The intent of the introdudUon it to raife e:(poq<f 
tation, and fufpend iti fomething therefore mufl 
be difcoveredy and fomething concealed ; the poet, 
while the fertility of his invention is yet ojiknown, 
may properly recommend himfelf by the grace of 
his language. 

He that reveals too much, or promi&f too ViU 
tie ; he that never irritates the intellediual appe- 
tite, or who immedi«teiy latiates it,- equatty df-» 
feats his own purpofe : and iince it is neceilary to 
the pleafure of the reader, that few events ihoald 
be anticipated, by what can his attention be invi« 
ted, but by grandeuxof exprei&on? 
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No. 

132. Apt are we all to mimic fliamefiil things! 

133. Great precepts in the (acred ondct 

Of Wi/Hom, Fortnne's eon^'refi, are cootain'4* 

Thoie too ue happy call, who happity 

Have Icam'd the yoke and ills of life to bear. 

134. Who knows if to this ffeetmg day 
Kind Heaven may a to-morrow lend ? 

13;. They change their fituation, not their mind. 

135. I ftill (hall hate that man as hell, 
Who this can think, and that can tell. 

Within too narrow bounds if I confine^ 

Some more of our indulgence you may take. p.^S 

*• 

1 3 7. From one fault to its oppofite we run. 

1^6. With you through dirty, fields Pd gladly ftray. 
Explore the humble cot, and ftrike the deer. 

139. Be each compofure limple, each be one. 

1 40. Wlio is Co fbolifhly Lucilius* fiiend, 
As not t'acknowled^ this ? 

J 41, Be Mvly wife, and nAn^c Vvx. viWti ^^^x« 
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No. 

142. Remote from men a bluft'ring booby dwdt, 
"Who tioug))t to others bat oppreiCon dealt; 
A mender he became in make and mind, 
With neither love nor likenefs to mankind. 

143. The jay excites an honeft langhy 
Of borrowM plumes bereft. 

144. ——— Young Dafhm* how 

And Hiafts, perverie Menalcas, thou haft broke; 

Fining that on a boy they were beftow'd; 

And hadft thou no way hurt him| wouldft have dy*d. 

145. Though all muft yield to the Mtonian batd, 
Old Pindar and the Cean claim regard ; 
And fierce j^lceus on the Lesbian plainly 

Or fweet Stefichorus*% graver ftrains. 

146. Soipe feW| perhaps, in their retreats^ 
May caft a glance at your conceits. 
But this indulgence never truft, 
Until the Cock and Bull's difcnfs'd. 

147. Thou (halt do nothing m Mmerva\ ^ite* 

148. What though my father tyrannifei 
I tyranny (hall ftill de/piie; 

Or baniib me to fartheft Jtid\ 
My duty I'll not leave behind. 

J 4 9. You wonder, Marcus^ that you do not find 
A Vy lades and an Orejies here : 
The rca(bn's plain : If you wiH call to mind, * 
Thofe famous ffiends enjoy'd an e^ual cheer. 
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No. 

If thee prood Tyrt^ me hombk Gallia drefi; 

In purple muft I love my fnend array'd ^ 
Oreftes thou may'd clum me Tykits : 
For «Qly love with love (hall be lepaid. 

I p. O happy gift of Heavei, not underftood ! 

I y I • About the human mmd 

UnnumberM are the erring jadgmmte pa(s^ : 

"What now we folly find. 
Shall wifBom be decreed at laft. 

i;2. Dila(fat>us words can beft difider (bew. 
Id angry phrafc die angiy paffions g|ow» 

15:3. —^Thc venal . trie 

With Fortune foUowSi and widi Fortune /lies. 

1 5*4. "With thee things III e(&y of ancient praiicf 
Daring the (acred fountams to unlock. 

tsS' Chirbarrajy«inrwc?vepaft: 

Be this of life the firf^ 0(:|bth dichd^; 



■ « * 



ti:5. Nature *and Realon ever tt« Ae lame. 

157. Shame greatl/ hurts or greatly hdps mankind. 

t;8. Still Clitics (Irive^ nor 3ret tbdr umpire fis'dt 



Page 79. line 4. (a^tv^ read ^m»fc 

13 1. io« to the motto (i]blhibe.jCucT. 

745. 5. c^^vAvw leaA &(ny5««« 
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